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SMITH

LANDS AT LEETON AERODROME |
TO-MORROW MORNING |

IN HIS FOKKER MONOPLANE, “THE SOUTHERN CROSS"

As announced in our last lesue, Alr Commodore Kingsford
Emith, the world's foremoat aviator and the first Australian airman
to croés the Atlantic, will be piloting his egqually famous mono-
plane, the "Southern Cross," to Leeton to-morrow (Saturday) ar-
riving here at 10.30 a.m. yIn additlon to the ordinary passenger
flights, there will bea = special flight to Griffith, around the lrriga-

tion arsas and return st 11 am.

Book your meats for this long

trip or shert flights at Kerr's newsagency, i

When the history of the present)
decade comes to be wrilten, ome of
the most ioteresting chaplers will be
that aboul aviation, and firsl amongsal
the names 3 great plooeers of long
distance fights will be that of Alr
Commodore Kingsford Smith., It Is
nol many years Lgo since “Smithy”
wig A pilot of the West Australlan
Alrways on the Perth Derby service,
where his abillty as pilot stood be-
vond guesilon, After merving with
the West Australian Alrways for over
twelve months, be purchased a Bris
tol Tourer—which s the wartima
pilot's well-beloved  Bristol Fighter,
modified to carry Iwo pAsSEEnEers in
the one-time observer's compartment

and, with his favorite engineer, the
Inie Mr. Hitchcock, flew to Bydoey
with the object of carrving out a
flight round Australia. His round
Australia fight with Mr. €. T. P. Ulm
first brought befors the pudlic an ex-
ceptionally brilliant pilot and navige-
tor, and a capable Tong-dlslance pilot.

It is peedless for us lo recount all
the magnificent fAights.  that have
been made by Kiogsford Smith in
hig Wrighl Engined Fokker Mono-
plane, the “Southern Cross™, but we
will single out & few of his outstand-
ing flighta, First there i the Pacific’
flight—{% stops) Californin to Hono-
lulu, thence to Fiil, and from there to
Rrisbane; Melbourne to Perth and re-
turn; Syidney to New Zealand and
return; Australia to England,

The *“Southern Cross” is on Amerl-
cinn built Fokker Monoplane, powered
with  three Wright Whirlwind en-
gines, Each engine develops 220 h.p.
al 1800 rpm. aod consumes 12 gal-
long of fuel and 2 pints of oll per
hour, making a tolal consumption of
i6 gallons of petrol per hour for the
“Southern Croga”™ three engines,

Alter Kingsford Smith's filght from
Augiralla 1o Fngland, the “Southern
Crogs” was flown to the Fokker
workse al Ameterdam to be overhaul-
ed and prepared  for the Atlantic
fMlight. Whilst (he machine waa be-
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flight. Whilst (he machine wasn be-
Ing reconditioned Mr. Doc. Maofdment
of the Wrighi Company thorough'y
overhauled the ongines. Certaln mo-
difications were carried out om the
machine, one of the most importaet
was the fitting of contlnucus copper
gtriping, sccured by asbestos holders,
around the edeges of lhe wings, Tha
copper i8 heated by meahs of an elec-
trle purrent delivered by a4 penerantor,
which !s wind propelled, and this
cHminated to a large extepl the for-
mation and accumulation of ilce om
the wings during the trans-Atlantic
fiight. It was the ascoumulation of
fce on the wings of ‘planea  which
constituted such & grave danger to
former Atlapiic airmen. In addition
the engines on the wings, both port
and etarboard wers cowled amd
streamiined to offer the least wind
reslstance, Smithy then proceeded
to Holland, and, after carrying oul
teat flights flew the machine to Eng-
Iand, and decided upon the personnel
nf his crew, Later, he flew to Tre
land and walted reports from the
meteorological department predicting
favarahle weather conditions, Tired
of walting he took off at Port Marn-
ock (Ireland) on the early morbing
of Tuesday, 2ird June, 1930,

It [ interogting to relate at this
stage that the machine carried 1275
gallons of Plume Appotenic Motor
Bpirlt  and 27 gallons of Mobileil.
The fuel and ofl carrted st the out-
sel of the flight weighed 4% tomns,
antd are the gelfsame products that
are marketed throughout Australs.
sia.

The filght of Kingsford Smith from
Ireland to America was the first siec-
cearful east to west trans-Atlantie
flight by the Narthern Route, (and
this fight was accomplished in 313
fiylng hours) and ingsford Smith
has once again proved (o the world
his eapacity to carry out what iz ro-
cognised am g most dificult and hoz-
ardous nndertaking and has realierd
his ambition of flylng complelely

rrvinAd  tha warld

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article155903932



Murrumbidgee Irrigator (Leeton, NSW : 1915 - 1954), Friday 31 July 1931, page 2 (2)

his amhbition of fiylng complelely
round the world.

We have heard the remark passed
that there i5 no need for brave men
to rlak their lives in spectaculer
flights, but we all know of the Erest
Increase I8 airmindedness  (hrough-
out America and probably the whola
world, which fellowed Lindbergh's
great flight from New York to Fa.rta|
three years ggo, and thare 8 6o
doubtl that the development of com-
mereial aviation is given great fm-
petus by the successful accomplish-
ment of Dights suech ae those carried

out by Amy Johnsom, Kingaford
Bmith and Beott. They drumatically
display the capability and practieal
utility of the aeroplane, Flights such
as those carried out by Kingsford
Bmith show the gederal public, both
In this country and abroad, that avia-
tlon has advanced 1o a far greater
extenl than 18 genoerslly renlised and
undoubiedly history has proved again
and again that the outstanding
achievementa of {o-day will become
the commonplaces of (o-mMorrow,

Afier the trans-Atlantle fAight, the
“Bonthern Cross™  waa  flown by
"Bmithy" to Oallands, Californin,
and presented to Captaln Hancooik
who was the financial backer of thelr
Pacific fAight, and Haocock, in turn,
presented It back to Smith, and ic
wias shipped to Australla, converted
into n eommercigl, pasECnEeT CATTY-
Ing machine and used by the Austira.
lian  MNatlonal Alrways, mainly for
thelr Tasmanlan service.

To-morrow the resldents of Leaton
will have an opportunity of seeing
ithe world's most famous pilot  and
the most widely travelled machioe.

The Vacuum Ol Company are sup-
plying Tlume motor spirit and Mobil
all for the Southern Cross.
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