CHINESE MASSACRE AT BUCK-

LAND,
el .

When the pull tux was imposed in Victoria
the di_gers seemed to think that the evils of
which they complained would sgan | e dis=
posed of, Towtead of that they Jdiscovered that
Lthey were focreaming, and that the poll-tax
was pot paid.  Hundreds of Chivess who were
able to pay Lhe tax withidrew frow the wain
campe, where thev were apt to ‘e pounced
upon by either their protictor or the police,
and rcattered themselves alont pewly opencd
gullies nod freshly discovercd diggings, They
thnd came julo competilion with diggers in
outlyiog flus and gullica and mountain gorg.a
where police protection wan of the slendereat
sort, amil where each party of digrers won
sceustomed to rely solely oo its firearms [
the protection of fite and property, There were
always certain restraints on Chinesecrime in the
great auborised ¢ inpes, bee e they hnd faeva ol
theirown anler which they tried, ernvieted, and
pupished (ffendirn.  Fropiently they o o
over g criminal lllow-countrvman to the plice
to be ddealt with onler Euglish aw, abier
baving well punished him wnder their own
ktibona's, Dt all thevs reatraints to which |
reler were removed when  party of ei ht or
10 Chinamen built a rude burk hut in a hack
gully and eccmmenced either wufucing ur
sluicing the ercck Lanks. [I their neiglibour
bad pork or pouliry Jobn always smelt it out,

avd ended by handlins it. Oceasionally at
pight he woul | steal d.own to your sloies-box
and Iift up the bottom te assure himsell an to
your proepecie. [ occasionally he got pep-
pered with small shot or salt, be conld put u

with the misfortune without complaint, bat it
did vot deter him trom other little depreds-
ti'na to provide the luxuries which bis own
lihor could not aequire. 8o sirong was the
f-eling amouget the diggers against Obina-
men  that, oo mat:r what the pgoldBeld
lawa were, no Chinaman was allowed to
have a elaim in vew ground unles it was of
his awn diseovery, and waa ton poor to work
ty European Iabor, Hence Chinamen were
almost exelusively eonfined o re-washing
ibundoned groand or eluicing larps traots of
conntry which Englishmen did not regard an
pavalile, Iothe case of the Puckland River
poldfielda the Chinamen of he Ovens broke
through the unwritten luwe of the diggers, and
winally took ap new eronnd to work on their
own aceount alonesile Buropeass,  Thia
roised o bowl of fadignation, and all sorta ol
charoes were lewello] asanst the dwellers in
the Buckland Chimese Camp,  They were
wlsged to he thieves wul lepera, and ta be
stecped in the grossest immorality, Ther were
rceuml of spremiing new discases cnknown to
white men befops thedr arrival, A little ol
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white men befors their arrival, A little of
this kind of talk amonys 1220 rint men desirons
of getting up reasons for Jdestraving an enemy
gocs & long way, An auti-Chinese meeting
wat held, Then a " vigilanee committee” wan
pppoinked 1o wateh the Uclestial camp ol
alleged midnight marawlers, Thirgy were
goming 1o a head,

The Buckland goldfi«ll was discovered in
1855. The diggers radtand from Spring
Crevle ot Baschworth an their cevitre to all the
adjicent ranyes and rivers toa ilistanca of 70
of ) miles. The Wonlahed Creck was the
tichust diprings evet known in the world,
Bickets of washdirt were brought up from the
shallow holes, the weight of pgold in wany of
them being over 50'h, 359 rich wera the
digzers that that when in 1855, they had to
glect a member fur the Ovens to serve in the
first Purlinment of the colony they sent in Mr,
Cameron, a popular Woolshed man, warth
‘{nousaniis o pounds, and as an exhitition of
their comhined respect and folly they shod his
horse with heavy sol'd gold shoes, and accom-
 panied the woccesstul candidate on horssback
three miles into Beechworth to return thaoks
to Lhe electors. What begame of theshoes [ can-
not say, vot as fickls fortune deserted Cameron
and brought him down from a specnlative mil-
lionaire to & humble hillet, I conclude they
fiund their way to the melt pot of a bank or the
Miot. Buckland wasquite different tothe Wool-
shed, and indeed to any olher gold producing
area in the colony. The metal wis sometimes
slmost black, whilst when sinelted it looked
more like than gold, Ita value varled
from £3 152. to £3 10s. per oz, heves 1he dig-
gere who were mccustomed to get £4 4= per
oz, lor their Spring Creck und Woolshed gold,
feit & little shy of the Backiand siaff. There
wai never a large rush there, aithough the
vold wan got, not in graine and the form ol
dust, but in lumps varying in size from a
to & walnat. Another ohjection the dig-
fers had to Buckland was that it was very
dificult of access, and was extremely un-
healthy. The locality itsslf was remarkable
in 20 far that the narrow valley through
which the rivers flows was hemmed in on
hoth sides iy snow-capped mountaing, whose
sides were clothed with thick timberand nnder-
wrowth. The digaers ouly saw the sun fur
abaut four bours & day, and if you climbed the
{ mountain on one side of the valley you fancied
you could throw a stone on to the opposite
side without running the risk of dropping it
into the village about 2000(t,, almnost perpen-
digularly, below you. The distances at each
elevations are extremely (deeeptive, especially
when coveredl with suow, The vullev of the
Buckland was orizinilly ehoked with u peo-
fusion of ferns and rich nnderwiowth Lo the
very water's edge, throush which the adven-
turcus proepector hal tocut almnst every yard
ol his way, apd the valley fieell wan more
thao 210 milen Il--m.,r. like the great American
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thao 20 milen Loy, like the greut Anerican
canyons we real of.

The first news of Lhe di.covery of Backland
goldfields gaused considerabile atir all over the
eolony, | ut the exeitement esoled lown whio
the intelligence followsl that no white man
could live vu the valiey, A Latal disesse bruk
ot amongst the diggers, which was called the
“Bucklaud fever.” Birrg men eould oot
resist i1, wnd buiwdreds died in o very shoit |
time. Nearly all who could do so fled from
the placue spot, amd it was only after a lapss |
of & year or more that the dig:ers summoned |
up couraze to tackle the walley agidn, [em |
sutizfled motw that the * Buckland fever,” aa it
was termed, wav nothing else than a very |
virul.ot form of typhoid, which ran ita futal
course in a very few duys. When the white !
men abundoved the Dockland the Chinese
shongbs i war fad She Fod of vamudny du
ruit their conatitations, and <o it proved ; and
they were getting along pretty well, and quite
nitidaetorily to theinselves, when the “ vigi-
linee enmumittes ™ aboveme. tioned was formad,
Mr. Dovling wos at this time warden of the
Buck'and gold6icl), but as be livel at Beech-
worth, aml the distance b tween the two places
va B0 milee, be did it make the journey
m e ufien than a fechle goldfields gdminis-
tretion  at  hea'yuarturs  required.  Heuce
tesher the police nor auy of the goldfie'ds
vlficals koew of the threatening Janger that
uow fnpended vyer the miscrable Mongulian
eump.

Tre wigilames eommittee were men of the
cily Culitornian stamp, why thonght Lynch
law was just as good ns any otbur sort, Lesides |

[hinu diveated of ‘e licna ceremm 2 Th
were mep whoactud « El‘h v, bat \:I hI;I '“'""_I.I"
ivg determivation. ¢y wenl up ‘v Lhe
ﬂ:lnm eamp one liue nigzht in 1847, u‘nrl Lol
te residents that they would have to ciedr ot
al the valley in &4 bours, removing wilh them
ull their belongings. The Chinees were Dafu-

jemd at the rudden and noex cetel
o ki ke. Others

notice. Bome treated it as &
prelerred to act on the order an t..u:_nnmm.l
picking up. When tle alloted time had

cxpired, the viligance commitiee, with nsmall
contingent of digiers, went to see bow
things were progressing. They hurried
the Chineas off, but dul not touch their
gyood or chattels. Home of the Chinea:,
especially a stor keeper, represented that he
conld ot get all hisstock away or realise npon
it in the time preseribed, The enmmittoa
thought the eowaplaint reasonahle, and ayreed
to allow extra time in aotne fnatances, and als)
assured the Chiuvess that if Lley weul peace-
ably their propertivs wonld be respected and !
preserved for them. 1 meantion this ti show
thit the diggers were aeting on priuciple, sod
net marely seeking to loot the treasures ol the

yellow foreigners. The Chinewe went o the
Bk e walbal dawen

diasems biim ol ablmr
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vellow [oreigners. The Chinese went lo tbe'
uumber of ahoar ), ng walkel down
the valley and eamped on the banka of the
Ovens River, nearly oppmite to the Pore-
jpunkeh crossing, A steay trooper passe| that
way and beard their story,  He advised thew
to go bick to their tents and Lots and reanme
work, and the exodus reteaced its steps. The
indignati-n of the vigilanes cominittes knew
wn bounds, Thers was n leticat aie abont tha
almond eyves, aud nodoubt the returued China-
mea relied for assi-tinee, shoulld they roguire
ir,on the trooper. Duringtheday of theirreturn
the Chinese wera nut mulested ; they scemed
to be makiug merry alter 4 vetory, They
screamed and langhed and let off cruckers, and
jarnt ineenss in Lhe Joss house, and involed
the aid of the Gl of gowd luck. The night
passed away quistly, aud day dawned to acold
logey drizzle, The memblers of the vigil-
ance committes, accompanied by a mrong

party of resolute digders u.]:lll,:m whed the
esmp in open daylight, just after breakiast,
1'here cou'd he oo mistake about their inten-
tion. bespoke their pur-

Their clenched li?l
pose, The chairmsn of the vigilavce com-
mittes ordered the leadtog Chinese to leave
(the valley st ouce, taking sll their comrades
with them, A parley commencad, and the
¢hairmen gave a signal. In a few mintites
the Chinese tents, huts, and storea were
in flamea, and their scared ownema fiying
belpless before a ruthlesa mob of paor-
sners, Duaring their flight over the holes
and clay mounds, Chinamen alipped and feil.
They weré besten 10 wake them rise
lmﬂ continue the flight. If they would nut
or conld not get up, they were cast into old
shalts aod tumbled into the river, Bome were
poleaxed, or rather pickaxed, during the panic
and their bodies thrown down abandoued
boles, This massacre was not confined to the
members of the Vigilance Comwitiee, nor per-
hapa was it contemplited in the first place to
commit murder. ‘['be committee during the
rout and parsuit of the Chiness were joined
by every digger who witnessed the fleeing
crowd of alieged culprits. Thus wers the
Chinese expelled from Buckland, As far as
could be ascertained about 30 Chiness perished
in the nifair ; many were maimed : soma were
probably drowned in trying to awim the river,
hot for years afterwards it was not an ooem-
mnn thing to come across Chinese skelelous
when working ald ground,

I always talt at the tims that the G veru-
ment officiala at Buechworth, for some reason
r other, resolutely sct their Iaces against fud-
ing ont wnythiog whout the gutrage, [ know
that O'Hara Burke (my own jutimats [riend)
‘wis extremely reticent ou the sutjeet, and no
oué was arresled for Lhe violing ur muorder
Flll-t-'.ll- mionthe alter tha eWaul, and thew wuly
i deferenea to sume ontwide pressnre, when
the police picked np two dizzers on a charge

t:! roting, but 1he ciwe apaiust them broke
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of muting,” but 1he cise aguiuat them broke
down, I believe deriguedly. The oaly mun
who conld bave given the real froth of the
whole affsic wea the late Rov. J. Kennedy,
the Roman Citholic clergyman ot Bueh-
worlh, 1 aecompanied him in 1858 uver Lhe
whole sccue of the massiere, but even he
seemed inclined Lo bush ap everything onui-
nected with the affiir, Possitly some of his
wwn el were must deeply implicated in the
tragedy. Even the residents of the Buckland
Valley with whom 1 was oo good spauking
lerms, and who most have seen the mas-nere,
il they did not 1ake w hand in it, alwayx
evaded anawering definitely any questions on
the au'ject of the crime. A 'few whinperad
tbe real truth, and the polics inquirica euh-
stantiated the ex'ent. I’Ee surviving expelled
Chiucs: made their way to Beechworth to
interview Lhe Chinese Pro’ector, but they never

L soy satistaction, or uny eompensation lor
the losa ol their prop-rty,-
T —=="

A di-covery was made at the Garfiehi mir e,
Ciewton, Victorls, on Monday, which has
caused rome littly exeitement,  In drivi g at
the 1760 level a ree! 8li, thick was cut, and
some specimens were shown which wi e freely
imprezuuted with gotd. The full vilusof th-
discovery will uot be knowu tur o few days,

“ Burwood, 1st February, 1886, Mossra, ¥,
Bow ard Ca,, HBydoey.  Gentlemen, — Would
it:l oblige me by senling one ease of yiomr !

W's DANDELION Birrens, Haviag tried
them for sluggish liver, | can without hesitatinu
sy they are what you represent them tu be—a
thorough cleanser ol those lwmpurities which
many suffer trom in these bob olimates, T flodl
taking themn with & plass nf water n most re.
fresbiog drink.—Yours faithfully, {signed)
= Leader,

]

1, .-
UUoNNELL."
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