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'‘Qantas Celebrates
| 30th Anniversary

|
| SYDNEY, November 15.—When Queens-
'land and Northern Territory Aerial Services
Ltd. was registered as a public company on|
‘November 16, 1920, the name selected by the |
' directors indicated the area in which it pro-
posed that the company’s aeroplanes would

| operate. o
| Almost two years later it /| company has made in the |
commenced its first scheduled | past decade. In 19539-40
|service between Charleville and | Quantas carried 8454 pas-
Eﬂlnn:urrr. in Queensland, with sengers and flew 1673016
bi-planes carrying two passen-|| miles. Last year it carried
|GeTE. 57,674 passengers and flew

| Prom this small b-egim:;gsl 9,220,076 miles,

lerew the Qantas organisation |

‘now celebrating its 30th anni-| GENESIS OF SERVICE
versary — an airline whose|| Qantas had its beginning
planes fly over half the world | back in 1919, when two former
iand which now employs nearly Australian Flying Corps leu-
4000 people. |tenants, W. Hudson Fysh and
| The little town of Winton |P. J. McGinnis, were commis-
| (Queensland) was the head of- | sioned by the Federal Govern-
'fice of Queensland and North- | ment to survey an air route
lern Territory Aerial Services | between Longreach and
'Ltd when registration was ef- (| win, This route was to be
fected in November, 1920. The | by _the in
‘cumbersome name was quickly | England —Australia air
contracted to the initial letters | won by Ross and Keith Smith.
i"'q"!‘giﬁ%_‘m' s ;he During the survey, carried
(years , to one word— oyt chi Model-T
!?anm—ﬂm only word in the | pysh .,;'ﬂ’ bl:nﬂinnig rm
English language in which the the great opening for an air
letter "q" is mot followed hr service in the inland. During
the lotter *u." their survey they met Fergus
vices a week WMtgﬂ i S

to Hong Kong, r~ || oasls to s car
ﬁm;manm.mumhm b‘]‘lltTl‘ElﬂHdm the Clon-
the Philippines; to Noumea curr River, m‘;"’m’m

(New Caledonia) and Euv;.
(Piji’); to Norfolk Island, Lor
Howe Island and the Solomon | FraRSport - ,-K"' with
|Islands; to New Guinea and mmad transport inland.
|adjacent islands. & e
Statistics make dry read- |other squatters the possibllity
ing, but figures reveal the |of establishing an air service.
extraordinary progress the |He interested & Meiant |
company has made in the |number of assoclates to find

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article57082975



Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton, QIld. : 1878 - 1954), Thursday 16 November 1950, page 10 (2)

number of associates to find|
the capital for a company and |
Queensiand and  Northern|
Territory Aerial Services
Limited was registered on No-
vember 16, 1830,

Objectives were, firstly, gen-
eral air-taxi and joy-riding in|
Northern Queensland. The
‘first Qantas aircraft was a
|small Royal Air Force alr-
‘cooled model. Later Pysh and
McGinnis obtained an Avro
with an 100 horse-power waler
cooled engine. Both machiner |
were bi-planes of World War 'l'i'
|vintage and were capable of a)
lcruising speed of about 60
m.p.h.

EARLY ACTIVITIES

The early activities of the
|company were far from profit-
able and it was not until a
subsidy was secured that Qan-
|tu was able to establish a
|r=s1.lhr service, This began on
November 2, 1922 and operatad
'petween Charleville and Clon-
leurry, with an overnight stop-
over at Longreach. One air-
leraft made the flight from
Charleville to Longreach; the
other flew from Longresch 0
Cloncurry the next day. Each
machine carried a pilot and
had provision for two plu-n-|
gers. Hudson Fysh was the
pllot of the first plane which|
Cloncurry.

The first passenger to be car- |
ried was an 85-year-old ploneer,
Alexander Kennedy, who, in
two days, completed a journey
|which 53 years before had
'taken him eight months t.ni
make. Today, the same flight
would occupy about two hours.

In the initial year of its
regular services Qantas |
cariied 208 passengers and |
Immediately set about ac- |
quiring new aireraft. The
first really successful pas-
senger airceraft, the De
Havilland 50, was secured
in 1924 and carried four

passengers in a closed
rahin

|
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passengers n & Oi0sed
cahin.

It was in this mechine that
the then Prime Minister (now
Viscount Bruce) flew {rom|
Winton to Longreach in No- |
vember, 1824, the first time an |
Australlan Prime Minister had |
flown within the cnmmun-!
wealth. Again Hudson Fysh)|
was at the controls.

ROUTES EXTENDED '

The years between 1524 and
1934 saw great progress. Qan- |
tas extended its routes; built a
commercial aircraft in its own
workshops at Longreach. es-|
tablished the Flying Doctor
zervice: and assisted in carry- |
ing the first experimental air
msils between Australia and
England in 1831.

In 1934 Qantas Empire Air-
ways Ltd was registered, the |
néew company Laking over the
interests of the old Qantas|
company. In the following year
a regular service to England
wWas 1n operation, Qantas and |
Imperial Airways conducting it |
jointly with land planes. In
1938 flying boals took over.|
Thiz was the beginning of i.nel
era in which passenger comfort |
became a predominant consid-
eration. |

VITAL PART IN WAR i
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When the Japanese took Sin-
gapore and interrupted the
gervice,

lasting up'lflﬁi.t
Twn vweara aftsr
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IASUNE UpWAIaQs OI &5 [Douwis.
Two years after the war
ended there was an important
change in the Qantas set-up.
The Commonwealth Govern-
ment purchased the shares and
the airline became entirely
Commonwealth - owned. The
management, however, remain-
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