ST. DAVID'S CEMETERY.

eSS
IT THROWS LIGHT ON EARLY
HISTORY,

THE FIRST CHURCH.

BURIAL PLACE OF GOVERSOR

| ULLING,

By 0 Moore Roblamon, VA=
The remetare of all =t Dacid's H‘n-I
{bart, is yiclding ta conturyald secrets |
| Bravely has it held the romanees of the
| mettiemant daym i Van Diemesn's Land
|but now vielding 10 mindern requirrments,
and in the rouren of changine from .
cemALery o A rerreation pround a4 vert- |
able harvest of romance s Long gath |
ered

Chiel among those Iring i this old time
"lhod's Aere b David Collime. Arogod
the atory of Colting s fabre of uneer omts
han been woven. Thia v due in part to
the loww of early records, 5 part (o the
fact that Calling wan oy one of the preat |
{men of histary, and in part o & chronolog |
[eal error made by ne lees an authority
| than Sir Jdoho Franklin, It i® a curioos
{fact that the dete of Colline's deatl s
| wrongly Inseribed on hie pmnd, Epitapha
(e provechially untelinhle, but dates on
[ venntaphs  are wmaally  correct Then,
|again, historians bave juggied with 1he
[Tacta, 11 bham bown maid severally that ol
{lima was not buried in the cemetery, bt
under the a'ar of (he Cathedtal: thay hos
remaing had lween pomoved, that one of
the surly doctors—sometimes Hopley and
eometimes Howden—was bured in the
jmmpe vault, In all of these has rumour
[proved to b the lying jade of repute,

An examinabion of the grouml in the
I"II'IILLL' of Unllima's tmmb Las resulied in
sevornl wnterestimg rovelations,  To hegin
{with, Tammania's first Governor was not
| burted utdes the tomb, huy some distanes
(from i1, Agaime his vaolt was unossally
large and derp. Apan, the vault MNea at
i angle eompared with ghe modern cone
taph, This s interesting, because 14 indi- |
entew that the vault wis censtructed while
the old buryineg ground was will “in the
bush " while when Franklin erected the
Lomb o 183D (e alignment conformed o
the boundariss of e cemetery, The vanlt
{lies past atel west, the tomb faces the
BE. The vanit wux over Bit, derp and
B, long, and over 401, wide. 11 was con
[mtrvctel of beicke—hricks typical of the
first deradiee of the IMh contury, bridks
[long and wide and vere fat, | have obe
errved]l mmitar biricks &b the first settle
iment at George Town, and probahly Lotk |
came Ivon the mme plare. The vault
| wax strongly srched, ard the original en
(trames waa from the wastern #nd. When
|97 years later Franklin, with native geneT-
[reity, rrwcte] the b @ maniment.
[be probably decided that, ewing 16 s
|great weight, it should be bulll on eslid
lground a4t the western end of the vaull,
|and in order (o goard the remaing he laul
(o masmen bleck ol freesstons  over  the
tvanlt, Thw e a bravuiul piece of mlane,
LIt long, 4%4t. wide and aver & oot
[thick 1t s maid (o weigh three tons
| Franklen opened a new entrancs fa the
[van’t ot the sastern ond, and chiselled on
| the {reestine plab:  “The FEnleapes o
| Govarnor Colling's Vault " A recent ex-
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limugination ghifted Colline to where oid

| Pavid's Church a vaultdike structurs wos
Lprepared . and wod the suhieet of mueh

(died the officers of Lhe cstablishment wers

{worsden Etructars over his vaull. aned eed

| Thiwine,

ot pot as [ do™
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iresstne plab:  ""The Eolempee (o
Governor Collima's Yault ' A recent ex-
arnination of (he vault indicated the fact
that Colling liss rested in molitude, Ther
im0 mign of the pressnce ol any time of
annther interment.  This effactud'v dis
poses of the mory of one of the doctors
having been burie] with Calline.
LREROT ON THE TOMBSTONE

I b generous labours Frankbin com |
mittad an errar.  Either he wiet careless
or nnsugiarmed, For 8 vears the great
montment he speciod has blesomesd 10 (he
world the satanent that Colline died an
March ™, 190, It & suriousm 1hiat such

an ereor could have been possthile. As a
faet, that wan the day of the fuaneral.
Colline died wi T30 pm, on  Tussday |

Murch 24, 1810, amel was borted on the fel |
loweg Fatvrday, the Mth Adopimg al
sugpeation the Tammonian | Vecemg Conn- |
cil hima ogrem] to alter the date, At the |
mimhe Meeling Dr, Ureuch moved, asd Mr.
lennis Biutler seeondod. & roselution. which
permits  the Couneil to causs an sdei-
tona! slaly to b attached to Collina's
temb. The inscription on  this  plab
will smer oot that 1L e et
o6 the wmim  of  the firgt  chypeh
building ecrected in Twmmania, Anal
thereby  hangs the  tale, becae Jater
historiane,  believing  that Collins was
buried ander the altar of the fire rh;mﬂ},r
anid believing wisa that “old St Davd's’
Church uvd not this t.mrpnruz wanden
burlding was “the firet choreh” bave in

St David's Chureh stosd,  This curious
theary reeeived support from the remark-
able fact that under the aliar of old St

il ty when Uhe bullding was les]
down in 1874, apd no man knoweth the
why and the whorefore. When Callins

sarry,  With a tardy recogmition of the
firnese of thinge they ereeted a temporary

it for divine pervice. Tt was completed in
1610, but was what a modern woull call
"werrr boilt™ Tooit that  crmted  old
the Tev  Tobert Knopwood,
treached, telling hie congregation,  as
T G, Gregmon avewed, to “do an 1 AAY
The livllding wan anly
about 30 deet by 13 frel, and in 1512 wum
blewn down by & winter tempest. Tt
wondwork was despoiied mnd the boral
place of Colline unenwersd, To quate Tas
mania's veteran historian, the Rey, John
Weet, “Thus the first Governor's burial
place was laid hare ta the eareless tread
of strangers.” And so it remaioed until,
e aforeswd, Hip Jobhn Franklin reared
e present mongment in 1847

THE BUTLLAL OF COLLINS,

It e mot diffienlt to vieunliss the burla!
of Governar Daved Colline, 10N 115 FPars
ago, March 28 1800 The detasls are wet
ot in that curioua weekly newspaper 1
Ltuled “The dlerwent Siar and Van Dis
man's Land |r|'|:l!lll11.':|.r-r-.'." This remark
ahle publication, the fist pewspaper of
Van Dieman's Lavd, had only about 12
immues. It appearcd onen 4 woek and eont
. per oo §. It wos aboug the mge af
b double sheet of notepaper, knd ita news
itema varied with the fickle fabcies of (La
editor, Fopoted {0 have besn the Polics
Mugistrate and Minerulogist, Mr A W,
Humphreys In the isrue, No, 7 of Toes-
day, Apri]l 3, 1810, this venerable news-
paper details the sad cvent, With the
fuithfulness of a madern moving pie-
ture directur the "Intielliesrcer” mannnd
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fuithfulness of a madern moving pie-
ture directur the “Intelligencer” mapped
out the funeral proceedings. A diagram
indicated the pozition of the late Gay-
eroor. the chief mourners, the motes, |
the officers and the settlers. %o faith- |
ful w story needs no embellishment and
though only three eoples of this issue
are extant t muy still he inspected by |
those Fulliciently interested. To it Col-
linz's sareessar, Edward Lard, Seniar
Lieutenant of Marines, contriboted '".'
cloguent panegyric,. He lapded the wir- |
tues of the iwte Goversnar and with re- |
markabkle ek ol literary  inveniion
shamaiuliy  plagarieed  the  Ameriean
wha wrote ol Goorge Washington, eall. |
lig Colling “the father of his people,”
At the rame time Lord suthorised eur;.
ous puoblic expenditures far the funersl
including black silk hat hands for the
mutes and military, white rotion stock-
inge for the Indies, black arm bands far
the afficers, wnd other items whick were |
uiterly disallowed later on by the |
supreme Lovernor at Sydmey

The rcortege was siow. long and |
pressive. There was the rolling of the
military drums ms the pad proccssion
werded its way throogh pristine bush.
The milltary were properly pipe-clayed
and brushed. The Rev, Robert Knop-
wood. in full canenirals occupied his sl
lotted place and in sancrous veoice
solemuly commitied Lhe remains of  giline
to the rafe keeping of mother euarth. The
beantifal words of the unchanging
liturgy must hara seemed solemnity it-
welf, “Farth (o earth, dust o dust
anhien 1o mahen” Thus were committed
tha remaing of David Cellins, whick
were enclased in a Hogon pine ahell. This
war placed in & leaden caffin, which |p
turn was plared in & Hoen pine casker |
The coffin was lowerad ints the wvasly
hricklayers sealed the entrancs, and Csl-
ling lay at reat.

AE PERSONALITY OF COLLDNE.

He was no great fignrs and his abil-
ities and disabilities have been limmed
by variems historians, inclading Pre-
Fm-ur Ernsat ﬁtt. Nene ean elsim
or him the wisdom of & great
oy | ta evidencs he n
ally astated that what i3 now
was o waste and unfit for homen habi-

A of medium of
hllll.‘:: resched -J;,‘Th u....'”ﬂi
of stead by

altitads
while ona -!hhh soldiers received
eart's tall lﬂh-:l::.

place of warship. Tt is true that in this
he wrred in poodly company, for maay
years elapsed after sottlement lLetore
Sydney had a church, The Porr Philtip
soitlement establisked by  Hatman,
Fulkner. Wedge und others was wel| es-
tablished before & place of warship was
thought of. Still Collina might have
done hetter, He attempted no lay-out of
Hobart which at the time of his death
wes 8 cvhaotie cellection of dwellings.
That he was shamefully neglected by
the Imperial authorities {s true. Yot
while ha filla an important niteh in the
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the Imperial autherities is true. Yot
while ha fills an important niteh in the
intereating history of Ausiralian settle-
nent he fills it somewhut ungraciousiy,
B, peace be to his ashes, for | am
glad that an investigation af his last
resting placs bas enabled uy to ser at
rest, 1 trust for ever, some disquieting
urcertaintion which have wreathed hig
=lory.
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