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LATE TROOPER HERBY WADDELL

Unveiling a Memorial

Ox Sunday efternoon, the core.
mony of unveiling a memorinl Lo the
memory of Trooper Herby Waddell,
who fell in the South  African
campaipn, took ploce in Burdekin
Park. The day, anfortunately, io
gome  respects, though not  in
others, wos uaharnf in with
ehowers of raiu, which continued,
with but slipht intermission, during
the progress of tho ceremony. Con-
sequently, and most probably for this
ga o principal renson, the attendance
was pot 8o lorge aos anticipated, ond
numbered aboat 250, while the
marked absence of the military
element was also commeoted upon.
However, the absence of thegmilitary
was not due to any feeling inimieal
to tha yvoung bers who fought and
fa]l for Empire, but arose from aoo
esprit de corpgt existing in  local
military circlea eoocerning eertain
isnues, The Sinpleton DBand was
present, and played esveral appro-
priate sirs during the safternooen, and
tho members of 3t  Apdrew's
Preshyterian Chureh Choir sang, very
pathetieally, tha hymn arronped for
the oseasion. Owing to the rain and
the eloppy condition of the park, the
sponkors nddreesed the gathering from
the covered portion of the exterior of
the Council Chbambers focing bthe
memorinl, whieh was draped in purple,
and displayed the Union Jock.

The Mayor of Singloton, prior to
the procesdings commenciog, read
npolopies from the following gentle.
men who had been invited, but wara
unahle to nttend :—DMajor Gensral Sir
Edward Hutton, Geoeral IFion, Sir
Edmund Barton, Siv Joho See, Colonel
Ranclaud, Captain Markwell, Bishap
of Neweaelle, Rev. Father Iilgallin,
Very Rev. Father Mengher, Lieut,
A, J. Prentics, Mc J. A, K. S8haw, and
ir F. D. Taylor,

The Mayor, in addressing those
asgembled, snid that all present were

[ doubtless aware of the purpose for

which they bad gatherod together that
afternoon. It waoe to be regretted, in
aope sense, that the rain that bad
fnllen, nnd was still falling, bad pre-
ventad a larger attendanes, but etill
there wos the roflection that this rain
was doing good te the district, They
had nzsembled thnt nfterncon to do
honour to one who Fell in the South
Afrenn eampnign, snd lhoogl his
bones reposed in the fsr off foreign
spil, still bis memory lived, aod to
that memory of one who wos so be.
loved by bis comrades aod frieads this
mamorial had been erected. The

speaker went on to eay that they Lind
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speakar went on to eay that they Lind
ngsambled that niternoon to do hovour
to the name of an Australiao, n nutive
of thie distriet nnd & brave soldier, and
the inseriptions upon the memorial to
be unveiled were intended to bonaur
the memory of the decensed. Thia
memorial hod been erected by shilling
subscriptions raised by the proprietor
of tle Swdred nowspaper. A spldiors’
demonstration hod nlso beon beld some
time ngo, nnd some correspondence
snsued botwden Captain Addiasn, then
in gommand of the Biogleton Volun-
teer Iofauniry, nnd Mr Morrison, the
proprietor of the Swdics, respeating
thie matter, but no decision had been
arrived at, thongh 1t was thought the
two -funde might hare been omal-
gamated,. However, the Fuuds from
tho apldiera’ "domonatration had been
devoled to tho erection of n memorial
tnblet in 8t Androw's Preshyterian
Church, nod the spenker considerad it
ooly fair that this explaoation should
bo made. Ide should not detain them
lonper, o8 othor addresses were to
foliow, and tho rain was still Eslling,
but ha wonld remind them that on this
very dnte threo yeara age '[rooper
Herby Whaddell fell in Sauth Afriea,
Ile would nek the Singleton Baod to
ploy n selection ns tho pexzb item an
the progeamme that afterncon.

The band having camplied with this
request, My C. H. Dight, M.P. for
Bingleton,” next nddressed the audi-
onco.

Mr Dight, nddrecsing thoss ne-
sombled an "The Mayor, fallow
gitizons, and subjects of the King,"
enid that they bad all met on this
sclemn oececmsion fo do honor to a
ualive of the districl, whose wortal
romainsg filled u grave in o faroff lapd
while fighting for his Sovereizo and
country, The South African war wans
pow a matter of history, aod though
Lo should liko to refer to this and the
othar mattars before them more fully,

he renlised Ehat he must of
noeeccesity be brief, so o8 not to
keep them too loog in the raiw,

Tha Aayoer hud bruly remarked bthat
tho ottendence would have boon
groater, and thore would hoave boen
mors [rom the surronnding districts
but for the wet., IIowover, though
this wos unforbunonte, so far ns this
guthorving wa=g concorned, wo must
nob gromble, az the min was doing
geod. Thoy wers, no doubt, probty
well all nequointed with the history of
the Boulh Africen war, This wor
wng forced upon the Dritish, owing to
the invasion of their terrilory in Bouth

Afrion by the Doers. . At the opening

of the campoign the DBritish forees
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of the campnign the British forees
received sarious reverses, ond o woye
of aympathetic fesling swept through
tha Empire, and it was dofermined to
pravent Dritish prestige from going
down, This Soulth Alvican war wos
foupght under diffioult circunstavess,
The British forces bad to ancounter in
the field an onemy that was bardly
ever poen io tho open and {0 whom
tho country woa familiar, so volunteor
contingeuts from British dopondoncies
gavo their services froely for the
Empire. Avvangoments wore made
for colonial econtingents, and among
those contingents was one from
Siogloton districh, & very respcolable
ortion  in pumber and bravory.
ow Pouth Wales soldiers who

bad volunteored  bed, uwp to this '

time, distingoishod themselves, and
it woas decided to aupgment thesa
forces by forming what was known as
the " Bushmen's Contingent,” moatly
Formed of good riders, good bushmaen,
and good shots, well adapted far the

mothode of fighting in South Afrien,
OF thie Bushmen's Contingent,
Troopar Herby Waddell was a

member, and this contingent, togetler
with the other Australinn forees,
speginlly  distinguished  themselves,
and wera eunlogised by Lord Roberts,
who was in ecommanod, and tha Auas-
tealion soldiers were spoken of as
beivg equal to the pick of the British
army. After being in several eopopge-
menta, Trooper Waddell fell, mortally
wounded, in an encounter with the
enemy ot Pioopar's River, and he fell
as o man and 8 soldiee. He bad been
sufferiog from illpess, and that day
waos iovalided, He waa advised not
to go out with his comrades, but he
persinted, sud they knew the rosult.
He fsll. Blogleton bad furnished
pome tweoty or thirty voluntescs for
the wor, aod oll bad retorued but
peor Herby Waddell. Instead of
woleomiog bim home, Lthey bnd that
day a sadder duty to perform io ua-
veiling & memorisl to his memory,
nod this eeremony would shortly be
performed by Olrs Beonett, Lthe wife
of the Mayor of Sipgleton. Thie
monument ncw erected in the park,
it woa to be hoped, would perpstaste
tho momory of Herby Waddell, long
nfter those prescot bind presed away.
It was to be believed aleo, that the
erection of this memorinl would
inatituts a spirit of patriotiem in the
progent and future geoerstions, Tt
woe just thres years sinee Trooper
Waddaoll had Fallen, and tha Rav. Auld,
Chaplain to the Bushmen'sContingent,
brd born testimony to the decensed ne
n good mon and brave soldier as ever
foll on tha fleld of battle, Thors who
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fell on the fiald of battle, Thoee who
bhad known him, as & child and after-
wards ns n man, in thia districk, also
bore testimony to his workth, and his
memory wons consecrated by his ex-
emplary conduct as a member of the
eommunity. 1f anything were re-

(quired to perfect this young life, it

oceurred in ita clesiog chapter when
heo foll doing a soldier’s duty. There
wai o lesson to be learned from the
history of &bis South Alriean war.
Ope man in South Afrien, Kruger,
boad deceived his ;people, aod Lod pro-
fessod to sppeal to God to assist his
cauge, but he would lenve any further
remarks opon this subject to the Hav.
Mr Wallace nnd others. Touching
the memorial now sracled, the Mayor
had mentioned another that had baen
placed in the Presbyterian Church. It
appenred that subscriptions bad been
rnised for both abont the same time.
This memorinl, however, shortly to be
anveiled, wae ereoted by shilling sub-
soriptions raised by MMr Morrison.
Thesa subscriptions were stortod, and
then lista wera ealled in in 1002
After these lists were called, in M
Morrison was seized with o severs 1ll-
ness, nnd as the anniversary of Trooper
Wrddell's death was then close, it woe
thought botter to defer the erectioo
of the memorial to this aooiverrary,
All who saw this meworial must ad-
mit that the work bad been well
egarried out, The epeaker understood
that the amount subsoribed waa £45
13 and all this hnd besn paid to the,
sculptor, the Railway Commissioners
deducting nothing for fresght. Other
axpenses in conoection with the erec-
tion of the memorial had boen borne
by Mr Borrison himeelf: The actunl
cost of Lthis memorial was £45 Ids,
aud there was n reeeipt for thie
amogot to bo seen by anyono who
wished, pgiven by the sonlptor. Ile
felt suro he was justified in snying,
on behalf of those ascembled, that all
joined in sympnathisiog with the
sorrows of Lhe bireaved relutives of
Trooper Waddell. It wae to be
hoped this momorial would stand for
npee, and would serve to instil &
epirit of patriotiem in this and futors
penerations. Trooper Waddell bad
follon in defence of hir couatry, nod
there were others who would be
pﬂ:Fath iodo likawise.

The Hev. H. J. Wallaee, who next
brielly nddressed the meetiog, stated
how much plensure it afforded him to
be presont that afterucon, Lo sesist in
the ceremony of unyeiling thie very
substantinl mupumont to the memory
of Trooper Waddell. It wae anothoer
evidonee of what could be donas in
collecting A good round sum by small
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EFIMULEE UL WORt CUuld Ue done in
eollecting a good round sum by small
subscriptione.  Yet, apart from its
mobolary value, thiz mopument woe
eplandid evideoce of the esteem in
which the Inte Trooper Waddell wos
held. There had been some delay

in  putting the mouey inote =&
substantinl form, yet sometimes
it wna n wiso Lthing to observe

the nocient motio, ** Maston slowly |
The spenker folk sure thal tho ercction
of this splandid memorial would give
pleasurs to the relatives of the degensad,
nod also to the residents of tho town
and district, nud be o splondid evidence,
nlso of asteom, the deoonsed wos hald
in by all olnsses of the community.
Virluouz deeds wers vob only por-
formed to die, nud thers wes abundant
ovidenca of this shawn in the lats
war, while " honour aud praise from
no condition rise.'' In reforring to

those who fell in the South Africnn

wit he voed nol remiod them how
blossed wera the dend who wero in
Giod's keeping. When (hose rose {rom
the tomb, overy man weuld be ro-
warded for tho dedds donoin Lhe bedy,
and lhe vewards for the patriotism of
o soldier would not be among the
lonsk. 1le who had aeled most nebly
would bo judged in eccordnpes with
the ypars of bis lifo upon sarth, though
now

¥ Tho mossy minrble rost

on Lo lips that wo hnve preseod,”
In eomclusion, ho wes cerinln that
while this wmenumient lasied,

fnde in this diatrict.

Tha wnddroszes liaving eoncluded,
thosos present golhored round the
memotinl about to bo unveiled.

Mye dennoett, the wifs of the Mayor
of Singleton, unveiled the i emarial
and os she drew asido the drnuingn:
that conconled it, said that she did ™
on behalf of the Singleton poopla in
:::.E!.*imtl*y nlfl one fwhn foupht apd fa)]
voile loye orform i
soldier EE ti.lruFEi:upi rrﬂli.[:IE meduan

The drepings deawn aside reve
the figuro of & bushman in the 54;”‘.’,:%
Afrienn war, and the Following inserip.
tions aleo appenred nenr the bana of
the memorisl ; —* Erected 1p tha
memory of Trooper H. W. Waddsll
member of the Bushmen's Euutinqwt:
A native of Siogleton who fell in
active eervice ot Piennar's River, South
African War, September 27th, 1000
The funds For this Momarin] ware gol.
lected by Shilling Subreriptions ig.
augurated by the Propristor of ths
Singleton  Zwdget.  Unveiled 927h
September, 1903, by Mre F. A,
Benuett, Mayoress of Singlaton.”

The band, while tha ceremony wea
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The band, while tha CETEmOnY Wy
being performed, plnyed the “TDesg
Mareh In Saul,” aud  then Me
Morrison Formally handed over to the
Mayor the memorial, the Bayer
Et[nhn.g that it afforded him moeh
pleasurs to receive it for th

of Burdeiiin Parlk, e

DMr Morrison then presented (hy
Mayoress with o souvenir in Hamp
of the occasion. in the shape of o pold
medallion with n suitebls inseription,

Tho Mayor, in veplying, rewarked
that it was only juskics to say that Mr
Morrigon deserved the thanks of the
comnminity for the manner in which
be hod carried out this mattar, Funds
might bo reised, nod matters ahop
thora, but Mr Morrison Ligd carried
this to o gonclusion. e trusted thig
memorinl would be appreciated pog
respected by the Singleton paopls ns o
bribute to the dend and az g worthy
monument to a worthy man,

The bend then played the National
Anthem, and the assembluge dispersed
while a light rain was still falling,
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