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STRATHAIiBYN
'tOWNHALL

UNANIMOUS VOTE TO^AKE OVER

INSTITUTE PROPERTY

jplOLLOWING on- the business to con

nexion with the Electric Lighting
Scheme at the ratpayers' meeting o»

Tliuaisday night of last week, the busi
ness relative to the offer of the Insti

tute Committee to the Corporation to

take ever the whole of the Institute

property was discussed, and in opening

up the subject the Mayor referred to a

resolution parsed at a meeting of sub

scribers to the Institute a little while

back.
.

Mr. Richardson pointed out that hall

required certain alterations, which the

committee was not prepared to under

take, and a suggestion had been made

to the effect that the property be hand

ed over to the Corporation as a Town

Hall. The Corporation was willing to

take the property over if the ratepayers

were agreeable, and he could see no
!

reason why such a step should not be

taken. They had no town hall at .pre

sent, and that was a slur on a town of

the size and importance
- of Strathalbyn.

The only cost of the change was tlie

payment of the bank overdraft (a mat

ter of about £69) and the cost of the

transfer. It really amounted to a gift

of about £6,000.

Mr. K. Harris (president of the In

stitute) explained the committee's rea

sons for the offer. The hall was not

large enough for present-day require-
'

mcnt.s and the committee was faced

with the problem of borrowing a large

sum to modernise it or else let 't go.

He thought Strathalbyn should have its

town hall, and the committee waa taa'i

ing the people an excellent offer. The

hall was built 60 years ago, wh^3 the

Corporation was only five years oH. and

it was built by the pioneers who realised

that the Corporation was not then in a

position to build a hall. Since then the

Institute had been run by different

committees or communal purposes. The

or purposes.

?time had now arrived when the commit

tee thought the property should be

handed over to the people. It had more

than paid its way, and would continue

to do so. The library would also 'be

handed over at the same time, and

would, if accepted, be carrie'd on by the

Corporation on the same lines as at

present.

The Mayor thought the suggestion

was an excellent one. Recently a num

ber of tourists had been visiting Strath

Elbj'D, and all had expressed surprise at

there being no town hall here. The In

stitute waa in a good position, and had

an assured income in addition to the

Government subsidy which would con

tinue. The hall needed extending and

modernising, for at many of the dances

held recently the place bad been packed.

He hoped the ^ratepayers would accept

the gift.

A number of questions were asked and

answered,' and Mr. Thomas stated that

although the committee had effected im-
j

provemeats from time to time to the

value of £2,000, there was at present

only an overdraft of £69. He could not

see how the people could hesitate in ac

cepting such a gift.

Mr. Harris moved that the offer of

the Institute Committee be accepted in

accordance with the conditions specified,

and on being seconded by Mr. Fisher,

the motion was carried unanimously.


