UNANIMOUS VOTE 10 TAKE QOVER |
INSTITUTE PROPERTY

LLOWING on the busincss In con-

nexion with the Electric Lighting
Scheme sy the ralpayers’ mecting on
Thumday night of last week, the busi-
ness relative to the offer of Lhe Ins:i-
lute Committes to the Corporation to
take over the whole of the I[nslitute
property was discussed, and in opening
up the subjeet :he Mayor referred to a
resolution passed al a mecting of sub-
peribers to the Institute a lillle while
back.

Mr, Richards:n poeinted ouwt that hall
required ecertain alieralions. which (he
committes wus nol prepared to under-
take, and s euggestion had been made
to the effect that tha properly be hand-
ed over Lo the Corporntion ms & Town
Hall. The Corporstion was willing 1o
take the property over if the ratepoyers
wers agiceable, and he could mee no
reason why such a step should pot be
taken. They had no town hall at pre-
sent, and thit was a slar on a town of
the size and importance of Sirathalbyn.
The only eost of the chunge was the
payment of the bank overdrait (a mat-
ter of ohout £69) and the ecost of the
transfer. It really nmounted to a gifl
of about £6.000.

Mr. K. Harris (president of the In-
stitute) explained the committee’s rea-
sona for lhe offer. The hall was not
large enough for present-day  require-
ment,s and the committee waan  faced

with the problem of berrowing a large |

Bum Lo modernise It or else Iad ‘L g
He thought Btrathalbyn should heave ils
town hall, and the committee was mas:
ing the people an exeellent offer. The
hall was built 80 years ago, whaey the
Corporstion was only five years o' and
b: was bullt by the ploneers who realleed
that the Corporntion was not then In a
position {0 bulld @ hall. Bince then the
Institote had been ron hy different
commiftoes or communal purposcs, The
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eommifioces or communal parposes, The
‘ime had now arrived when the commit-
tee thought the property shounld be
handed over to the people. It had mors
than paid ita way, and would contimume
fo do so. The library wonld also be
handed over at the same time, and
would, if accepted, ba earried on by the
Corporation on the same linfs as at
present,

The , Mayor thought the suggestion
waa an excellent one. Recently s num-
ber of tourists had been visiting Strath-
nlbyn, and all had expressed surprise at
thers being no town hall here. The In-
stitute waw in a good position, pod had
an sssured Ineome in additlon ts the
Governmenl sobsidy which weounld eon-
tinue. The hall needed extending and
modernising, for at many of the dunces
held recently the place had been packed.
He hoped the ratepayers would aceept
the gift.

A number of questions were asked and
answored, and Mr. Thomas stated that
although the eommittes had effected Im-
provemonts from tims to time to the
volue of £2000, here was at present
only an overdraft of £60. He conld not
see how the people could hesitate in ae- |
cepting such a gift.

Mr, Hirrls moved that the offer of
the Institute Commiltee be aceepted in
accardnnes with the condltlons specified,
and on bring seconded by Mr. Fisher,
the motion was earried unanlmously.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article96817790



