RENMARK’S FIRST TOWN
GARDENER

Willis Bronze Memorial Tablet
Unveiled

"A BOLDIER AND A MAN",

L

Th traffic down Renmark Avenu®
cedsed for a few minutes at 4.30
on Saturday afternoon last, when
" Mr, 8. J. Dridan, chairman of the
" Henmark hotel committes, unveilad
' & bronze tabled erected in the town
gardens to the memory of the late
W. E. L. Willis. It was & right and
proper thing that the flag of Austra-
lia should drape the bromze tablet.
Its folds have coversd many an Aus-
' tralian soldier, and the late Mr.

Willis served both in the JImperial

and Australian armies.

; Mr. Dridan ssid they had met
that aiternoon to honour the me-
mory of Renmark's first town gar-
dahnr, and he was pleased to note
that the members of the A.N.A, con-
ference had for a whila adjourned
to pay a tribute to the dead.

For six years Mr. Willis had Ia-
boured under unfavourahle condi-
tions to give the town the beaatiful
Eardens they now saw exitending up
the main Avenue. Mr. Willis was a
man of sterling bravery and laboured
under great physical disadvaniagea.
He had been a wonderful gardener
and took a keen interest im tree
planting. The  children's play
ground they now stood on was onDe
of the best outside the city In South
Australia. (Applause).

The Rev, O. F. Bonell sald that Mr.
Willis was one of the first Renmark
sattlers. His hospitality was wall
remembered. He loved fowers and
the beautiful. He had served his
country for & long number of years in
thd South Walea Borderers as s Ser-
geant, had soldiered on the [rontiers
of India, and had been mentioned
several (Imes In despatches. His
father, the late Colonel Willis, had
served for 40 years in the [mparial
Army. The tablet unveiled that af-
ternoon should stand as a lesson to
the rising generatlon. (Applause).

Mr. Dridan then asked the Chief
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Mr. Dridan then asked the Chief
President of the ANA, (Mr. W,
Jennings) to eay a few words. Hae
knew that the society was deeply In-
Lerested im the subject of afforesta”
tion.

Mr. Jenninge said that from what
they had just heard Mr. Willls must
have been a soldler and a man. He
had trained Austfalian soldiers and
when his service was over had prov-
@i himself a good citizen. The Hen-
mark peop.e had beautiful gardens
and a apglendid children’s play ground
.n the town, and he had never sean
snything betier. He deprecated
the cutting down of trees, and men-
Lionzd t.at at Clare lately the town
had been disfigured by the dastroy-
ing of treea in the township area.
Mr, Willis had been a planter of
flowers and trees. “May they long
preserve his memaory.”

Mr. Dridan, on behall of the Ren-
mark Hotel Committes, then invited
Cr. E. C. Gibbons, chalrman of the
Town Council, to take over the cus-
tody of the tablet. In doing so Mr.
Gibbons said that for all time the
beautiful garden they stood In
would be known as the Willis gar-
den, Mr. Willls had a hard row to
hoe, and was a brave man who did
not complain about his physical dis-
ability. He had knowno him for 35
years, The tablst unveiled ithat af-
ternpon would stand as a lasting me-
morial to & persou who worked mso
hard to glve them the lovely gar-
dens the lown now possessed. (Ap-
Flause].
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