Wesleyan Church, East
Maitland.

‘couunuon erg OF THE LATE WILLIAM

URGESS.

Yeaterday the services at the Wesleyan Church,
East Muitland, were condusted by the Rev. Georgs
Lane, & former superintendent of the Maitland
Circuit, and s0th moruing sod evening bad & hene-
ing upon the ocemsion for tne epecial service of thu
afternoon, described below.

| At the morning eervice there was a good congre-
gation, nnd the hymns and the lessons were chosen
with applicablensas to the circumstances in which
the people met. Mr. Lane's sermon was based on
Bt. Johp, =iv., 1, 3, 3,—'"" Lut not your heart be
trombled : ye believe in God, belizvealsoin Me, In
My Father's house are many mansiona: if it were
not g0, I would have told you. T go to prepare u
place for you. And if I go and prepare a pluce for
you, T will eume spnio and receive you unto Myself |
that where I am, there ye may be wlso” The
preacher suid it was needless to say whose words
these were—they were the words of tie Lord Jesus
Chriat. No man conld bave saild such words: only
the Baviour of the world could havedared to roquire
such faith, and to promise such comfort wnd anch
glory, They were the words of Christ: unlike the
teaching of s Greek philssopher, who was esid to
havedrawn men’amindsfrom the vain contemplation
of the starry beavens to the realities of earth, the
dootrine Jesns withdrew men's minds from
grovelling in worldly aflsirs and fixed them uwpon
the nmobler, purer, higher contomplations of God
and a future eterpal glory. These worda were
spoken to chaer those wgf:m the Saviour was sbout
to leave,—~they were apoken to comfort and to
strengthen them amid the pecaliar trials which
wera fortheoming for them. In His words was to
be seen a renewal of the assurance He bad alrendy
given that, having loved His own, Ha wouild love
them to the end. The world's Eriendships are
temporary : the love of Christ is noendiug to those
who nee His own. Thbe words of the Son of God in
the text had proved & perpetual benediction and a
solace to the sorrowing. It waes to be noted that,
=a in this case, Christ’s words as His life on earth
cnme to » close became more and wmore tender.
These words were spoken when he had despatehad
Judas to his eril work, had warned Pater of hia
approaching defanlt from loyaity hot with no
bitterness, and had instituted thet precious insti-
tution called the Lord’s Supper. And then, as m
father to his children, he gave the disciples the
blessed revelntion of the tixt—he openad what was
& atream of refreshment to the bulieving in all ages.
| The 01d Teatament saince had a vague foreshadow-
ling of the heavenly state, Lut these worde
of Christ were & definite revelation of it—aa
an abiding home of which God was the Father,
and wherein Christ was tha Elder Brother,
and whore His children by faith constivuted the
family. Where hasven is was a secret which balinged
to God, but God had revealed to ua the exiatence of
heaven, and we must be satiefled with that, That
it did oxist was a great fact, aod perhaps it was
pearsr to us than we thought. Heaven was ox-

God was separated by nodivisions; as the place where
G ?ly dwells, a2 & permanent posseesion—
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G i‘;;ly dwells, as & permanent pﬁnini’nn—-
an sbiding-place, the word mansions in its earlier
signiflcation implying endurance. Eusrth was bean-
il:.'tgl.i.l thongh sin-stained and the theatre of man's
rebellion sgainst God, but who ecould depict the
beanty of beaven, where no 2in was, and where God
dwelled. Heaven too wae the place which Chelst
was preparieg for his ﬁenp!a, and the reulity of its
existence was Aesured by the solemn word=—** If it
wers not 80, [ would have told sou.” The lecson
of the text was thet hoaven was & prepared place
for s propared people § and the preacher concluded |
an earpest disconrsa by ssking hia bosrers who bad |
treasures in heavan in the shape ot frivnde who had |
gone befors, whethor thoy were in fact Etling; them- |
selves for entry into those mansjons fothe Father's |
Honse which await the faithfnl. He prayed that it
might be so.

Tho special memorial service was hald in the
afternoon, when tha tublet to the mewmory of the
Inte William Burgess was nuveiled. The pentle-

man thuas hroonced was for many years s substan-

{ tial pillar of tha church in Esst Maitland., A very
! large number of persone assembled, and the seating

accommodation provioy inadequate, chairaaond forma
had to be placed down the aiile. Awmong the
visitors weres some from West Maitland, Eust
Maitland, Morpeth, Hinton, Large, sud other parts
of the district. The RBev. George Loane, af Sydooey,
an old friend of tha deceused, and o foriner miniatey
ot the East Muitland cireuit, veoupicd the paipit,
There was a very large choir preseat under tha eon-
duetorghip of Mr. B. Sullivan. The procredings took
the form of an ordinary morning or sveoing secvive,
with the inclusion of the unveiling of the tablet
and the memorisl sermun, the hymos and Scripture
readings being appropriate to the ocession, The
tablet was a marule gcroll of chaste desipn, ect in a
black background, plased on the wall ou the right-
hand side of the preacher, and was the work of Mr.
@, Arthur, stonemason, of Esst Maitland, oo whom
it reflects groat vredit.

The reading waa taken from the Book of Revela-
tion, vil,, 9, and the address from the lith verse of
the sama chapter and Book, ©* And I said unto him,
pir, thon knowest. And he sail to me, these are
they which came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made them whibte in
the blood of the Lamb.” The preacher dolivered n
splendid address from this verso on the human
iohabitanta of heaven. After another hymn from
the choir, the Rev. George Lane took the veil from
nﬂhth tablet, which had buen covered with a black
robe,

The rvubar said he had undertaken the work
of unvailing the tablet, becanse being an old friend
of the departed one, he had been ssked—not bacanse
he was any more fitted to do it tham othars—to
show honour and eateem to one who was worthy of
such. The tablet which he thus unveilud bore the

hibitad in this text as & homa whera the family of

following inscription r—=" Bacred to the memory of
William Burgess. Bora st Hastings, England,
November 12th, 1819; died at East tinc dl,
Beptember 12th, 1802, and for mpwards of filty years
a consistent member, faithful officer, and zealous
1ocal her of the Weslsyan Methodist Church
in this district. Erected as a tribabe of love 114
cateem by his friends and fellow
They would ses that the tablet waa of marble,
and therefora of s durable charscber, which

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article121326956
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and therefora of & durable oharscber, which
he hoped would be able to be mid of theic
memory of the departed one. William Burgess
waa what he appeared t6 be—a IPrank,
humble-minded, obristian man. The ineerip-
'tiom, they would agree with him, was perfactly
|troe; not s bit too much, and he hoped net too
| littls or that anything had been left out. It was
said that tombatones do mot alw epeak the
trath, bet he thought that the tablet was true re-
garding the oms whom they were than engaged in
Lhomomrine  Tnwveilad that dav—aon_a Sahhath
when most of the daparted one’s goed bad been
done—it appeared to him a £ oocasion. He
waz rezentially a Christian man, & stian man in
ccnnection with the Weslaysn Church, and a local
prascher of that great cburch of theirs. The first
Incal premcher in connection with the Methodist
Charoh bore the name of Thomas Maxwell, and he
began his work just 160 yearsago. John Wealey, as
they knew, was a high churchman : the vespon-
sibilities cast wponm him oppressed him He had
gharshes in difarent towns in England, and hecoald
not be present with all. It became an urgent
necessity for the spiritual oversight and inatruction
of the people who were crying out for the Word of
Giod, to plwce someone over them. Then ha called
upon the best and mest intellectnal men around
him to take his place in his absence, These were
allowed to read the Seriptures, but were not per-
milted to preach: Wealey held that was the right
of the ordained clergy alone. On one occasion. at
Bristol, when Weeley waas abaent, Maxwell, carried
|awny by his feelings, began to preach, and with
suczh success and power that it was believad he was
callad apon by God to doso. Wesley beard of the
matter, and hurried back to ltop;mnh disgrnceful
proceedings. Buat his mother, who had heard and
been moved by Maxwell, persnaded Weeley to hear
him and uzﬂ! before taking action. He did hear
him, an h;t objections fell to the ground
and disappeared.
a noble army, who exercised great influence
and are of great assistance to the regular preachers.
They number in the Christian world at the present
time 100,000, while thare were 2,500 in the Aus-
tralasian oolonies. The first sarmon in cownertion
with the first charch of theirs in the great
American ¢ontinent was presched by a layman.

wall was the first of |

That little seed dropped by & local scher's
hand has wn and thrived. Out of it arizen
that great Methodist Church, abont which Abra-

ham Lincnln had said : " Bhe had sent mors met
ints the feld, had contributed more money, and
had done more for the abolition of slavery than any
other.” The Waesleyan Church st West Maitland
many years ago had bot two ministers, while there
were twenty different servicesto be conducted dar-
i the ady. 18 wourd® deve deen Bxiid- ibe)
them to do it, bat for the help received from such
men A William Borgess. Just think of the times

when he began his work in this colony, He came
ont here sbont the year 1840, & young man who bad
just attained his majority, when he had the work

theast upsn bim. hat was & time of depressicn
worse than that through which they had just prased
—when the Bank of Australin failod and monay
wsa withdrawn From circulation, when there was not
more than ten Wesleyan Ministers on the continent
of Australin, and when the means of grace were not
so plentiful. As ore bad emid to him, * There

war & famine in the land—not of food. but of the
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go plentiful. As one bad emd % bim, ' LDare
wae & famine in the land—not of food, but of the
word of God.” It was in such times as those that
William Furgese hiad given his strength of beart
for the good work, Bome of them knew what kind
of man he was—good, frank, and earnest, and with
a quaint sense of humonr, When horeas were mot
available he would walk to Newcaatle and back, to
| Bugarloaf, Loohinvar, and other outlying places, to
eonduct services, and say little or nothing about |
hia work. Kt was done withont fee or reward, |
or without laoking for prafse. He did it ms &
servant of that chuoreb, bat did it for the bensfib of |
hia conntry, and therefore proved himeelf a truer
patriot than those who won the emoluments
and honour of office. He was an unselfisb man—
one who waa s«ldom beard of in the public press or
in connection with public bodiea. He wes & helper
of all that wes , and had many attribates as a
ber. Hizs education was imperfeat, his

opportunities of studies limited, but he had that
knowledgpe of the Scriptures and desires for the
benefit of his fellow men which go to make p man
fitted to stand in the pulpit. He had heard him
on at least two ccomsions, and he ndmired hia
carnestoess and definition of tha truth. He wanted
to ask the young women aud men woald they atand
up for Christianity and the good of their conatry
as he had done? He to whom tha tablet waa
ereated, and was to be a perpetual memorial
of, wae one of noble ammbitions, and his
miniatry and influence had been of incalculable
valne to thia conntry, and thoss in it
and he asked them to honour and remember bhim. If
they wonld follow in his Footsteps some such
memorial might be erected to their memories, but
if not, never mind : if they lived properly thay
wonld receive & crown of glory that wounld never
fude away.

The gervice was brought to a concluslon by the
choir singing '*Onward, Christisn soldiers.”

At the evening service there waz likawise a large
eongregation. The text was Ieaish vi., 5,6,7, 8,—
“Then eaid I, Woe iame! for I am nndone; be-
esuse T am a man of nnclean lips and I dwell in tha
midst of a people of umclean liﬁ; for mine eyes
bave seen the King, the Lord of hosts. Then Hew
ome of the spraphims uoto me, haviog & live coal in
bis haod, which ha had taken with tongs from
off tha altar: and he laid it opon my mouth, and
said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine in-
iquity is taken away and thy sin purged. Also, I|
heard the voice of the Lord mayiog Whom ghali I
eand, and who will go for us P Then said I, Here |
am I ; send me,” The preacher remarked that at |
the first reading of this chapter of Iaaiab, it wonld |
peem to be contradictory of the alle invisibility
and spiritaslity of the Divioe Being. Batasa
matter of fact the Divine Being from the very be-
gioning of human history has beem socus-
tomod to reveal himself in the ?uiu of an
angel, in buman form, snd peculiarly in the
Skekinah in the Templa ; these manifestations of
Gd being preparations for and preludes to that
lnat, fullest, and most convineing of all thea mani-
fold ravelntinns—the incarnation of Jesus Chriet.
The purpose of these manifestations of God was
always highand holy. Instances were cited, and the
instance narrated in the text was eaid to be one of
the most remarksble, It ocourred in the year when
King Uzsish died—s good King of Judah whose
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TAE MUEE FTYIIATEEDLS, AT UULWTEERL L LS ¥ERD W IeL
King Uzzinh died—s good King of Judah whoss
death left the young prophet Ieaish unpreotected and
disconraged in a sinfol and inimical commuuoity.
Isainsh movrped the Xing as & relative and as a
protactor, and the vizsion came to him in thess oir-
cumsetances &9 an incentive to lnok up from earth
to heaven for defemee and aid. In like circum
stances, a'l men should remember that God is o
heaven, that God’s truth will stand and that the
building up of His Kingdom and His righteousnees
ara a concern of His own which He will not neglect.
Further, the vision was a vision of Christ in His
pre-incarnation glory. on an sccasion when He came
to halp hia people.  'We were too prone, the preacher
snid, to think of Christ sa the Man of Borrows
and acquainted with grief, and did pot al ways suffi-
ciently realise that He was & Being to whom all
power and dominion and majesty had been given,
and who, the rame autﬂrd.l{..bu-dq. and forever,
bad bean, was, un! would be, the suceonr of His
choren, Hera Hanuémll reranlndt g}:nm’l!‘ in ﬂ;u
temple. Thera always me people. In
the E-iulnn Christ wan seated on & ﬂlma-lg:rn all
conflict, roysl, eirong,) secare, immovable and
eternal. About Him stood the seraphim—men-
tinned only here in the whole Bible, and rrnhllﬂjr
identical with the ehernbim—=bright iotelligences
whom God had crested to His heaven, for
that wae no place of majestio solitudes and silsnces.
Yet -uuktmi: by virtus of the atoning sacrifice of
Christ, bad been raised above the sngels. The
wings of the seraphim were six—those with which
they vailed their faces indicated their lmmﬂl? and
mJa.t in the presence of the Omnisciant—na lesson
for modern scientists whose arrogance of knowledge
was 80 conspicuous. Those which wailed their feeb
betokened their sense of unworthiness, and those
with which they flaw were the mark of their
sarnestnees, ptitade and esthusissm in the
gervice of Jahmh. Their servica was o
raise the anthem of Holy, Holy, Holy,—a

jse of God’s holiness. God tru lled
he nniverse with His presence, and power

was everywhers seen; but the geod time coming
wad the lime whenm His holinssa would fill the
earth. It wan that time for which Christinns
and live and hepe for. The firat effect of the vision
of God upon Isaiah was & consciousness of his sin-
fuloess. Snob an effect always followsd the frat
roach of man to the God of purity. But, ina
le which prefigured the atonement to be mads
y Christ, the sin of the prophet was purged—a
garaph touched his lips with a live from tha
altar. Apd them, being made thus clean, his
natura was teansformed, and when & call was made
for & servant of the Lord, Issish, doub no
longer, mourning no wote over the lom hia
earthly guardian, was ready with his mnswer, and
said, boldly, " Here am [; send me.” It wasench
willingness to work for God that was waated io the
church; what ehe should long for waa a descent of
the Holy Eslrit, 8o that thoss whose hearts had
been rena and whoes sios had been waahed away
should hold themselves ready to speak for God.
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