MONORING THE FALLEN.

IMPRES3SIVE UEREMONY AT BOO-
LEROO CENTHE.

On Sunday last all roads appeared
to lead to Booleroo Centre, w y at
3 pm. the Memorial in memory of
the men of the A.LF. who gave their
lives, was nnvetled. Long ago the
conflict ceased, and the torn and bat-
tered banners adorn many a dim chan-
cel throughout the Empire, bug the
vast ¢rowd who stood o the suliry
feat and  joined im the impressive
ceremony, wias 3 pledge that the mind
of the true men and women of Aus-
traliz is as steady in e as they
proved to be in war. These grim, sil-
ent pillars throughout Australia must
pass out to the passer-by as a thrill-
g message—and act even as a trum-
pet call to men and women of the
Anstralian race for gencrations, These
columns stand in memory 1o sons
Australis could il afford to lose—
nien who competed with their neigh-
bour for the post of honour—which
was death! —and they met the last
smmons  with gallant laughter—se-
cure in their untlinching defiance of
the cnemy, and onshakeable in their

resolution to meet their fate—if meet
it they must—with the inherent valour

of their forefathers, who blazed trails
across owr mighty continent. It is
wholly fitting that the mman of this
lireed should be honoured in his own
country—in his own town—among the
hearts oi those who knew him, and
it must be said that it is with ne
uncertain voice that the Australian
joins in & ceremony such as that of
Sunday. Booleroo Lentre may have'
seen many a brilliant spectacle, but
looking over the sea of faces one felt
that there was never in the town's
history a ceremony in which the heart
of the cogmmunity was more heartily
in accord. May the echo oif com-
memoration find ready and willing
accepiance throughout Australia and
keep green in the garden of our
hearts the memory oi those who
wronght in the glory that is imper-
ighalle. q

Shortly after 3 p.m. the combined
choirs took their seats om the speci-
ally constructed dais. The hongur ol
unveiling the memorial was in the
able hands of Colonel E. ]. Parkes,
D.5.0., M.A, and he was supported
on the platiorm by the Hon. G. F.
Jenkins (Minister ol riculture),
Messrs. 5. W. Dickson and T. Hawke,
M.sP, and several of the clergy and
prominent 10WRNSMET. v

‘The proceedin apened with the
singing of the National Anthem, the
organ being in very capable hands,
giving a good lead to both choir and
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giving a good lead to both choir and
crowd. :

The President o1 né  a¥iouvim’
Committee (Mr. 5. F, Arthur), in his
opening remarks, said that he desired
to comhne himseli to the work of the
committee  in  connection with the
Memorial they had assembled to un-
veil. The movement was far from
being a new one, because the commit-
tee had been moving for some consid-
erable time. The hrst niceung was
held on May 4, 1920—uecarly three
years ago—and i1 wis decided to
crect Memorial rooms on the front of
the Lnstitute, but a pood deal of dis-
satisfaction was expressed—there was
a multitude of ideas, and the matter
lapsed ipto the vale of controversy
for thirteen months, when the sccond
meeting was called on June 23, 1921,
‘The gathering was a large one, and
il wus agreed to rescind the former
motion, and & resolution was carTicd
that “We erect a Memorial oi the
type we have to-day.” Something io”
n=cli alone, and nop attached to
plives of amusement, and we feel
that we did the proper thing. (Hear,
Since that meeting everythmg

T i
has worked smmoothly, some people
there are who reckon  we'be been

clow!  We may have been, but we
were after the best for the men who
yave their alll 1t respects the I iy,
1% well as the dead, and it 1= pleasing
i know that it 1, erccted free of
debt (when all the promases are col-
fected}. Uur thoughts are on this
accasion espevially  with  the dead,
whose bodies aré seattervd whereves
the tempest 0f war has raged. Wl
may we ask ourselics the nueston.
“Ate we worlhy of their sacrifice:
Brownine said in those tamoins lities
“God's in His heaven—right  <halil

ralel” lime will prove wocther
are worthy, : T
“lead,  hindly  Light tullisw =,

and the Kev, Howland offend 1w

dedicatory prayer.

Caolonel rarkes, who was um:nduc
eid hy the hairman, expresaed Col, L,
1. Yptler's regret at bong uuahje P
e with them and accede 10 their Te
guest by periorming the cereluay o

pvething  therr beantin! Memioril
thiar alternenn. 1 ploii-dmeg 1

Yoo the s b patherinw,  laediiss ir
shoowerl that there are stll peapls o
v vl Crerpreanbet that  lhere
hag ooy wiee I i toeie iy il
furned ot Lo hWeomgr e Sme wh
I gone west, sl B teageted pha
They wonbd al<o i v weire 8 lagyane
the Lhgger lef e logd, LI e o7 THT
the cord, and in ae nopeesssie wone,
the Colonel comioued: “To the plor,
0 God aod in memory of those wha
pave thelr lives for Eing am! Country
_[ anveill this Memornial”™ (e ﬂa_J,__-.
fell away, and thooph hpsdreds o |

lmsdeisnm  orcsard dae sk

]

waRIr

21 e P

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article110209520



icll away, and thongh husdieds wtoc i
looking npward jor over @ misate, o
reverenttal silence was very rsarked.
“tpod of our fathers,' sung by cheir
and crowd, must have found e ech
in eyery corner of the town,

The Hon. G. F. Jenkine expresseil
Li- pleasure at being given the privi-
b of joining in the ceremony, 1o
assist in doing honour to the gallan:
tnen who had made the supreme sac-
rince in the cause of Empire. |t was
pleasing to notc that in zll parts of
the Empire memorials were being
erected, and it went to prove thar
those who had to stay ar home had
not f H:ni_ nor will those whao
come after. The form of the memor-
ial mattered little—it is the spirit oi
the people thatl counts. May this act
1o-day créate in us a wish 1o do some-
thing that will make the world a hitle
better than we found it

Mr, 5. W. Dickson rthanked the
commitiee for their kond invitation o
ue present at the day's celebration,
which marked the consummation of
their wishes—the erecting and unveil-
mg of the Memorial to the gloriouns
dead. He was pleased to hear the
opening words of the Coloncl's dedi-
cation: “To the glory of God™ It
was htting. Their gallant dead would
live for ever. Imn the scorching heat
of Palestine or in the blinding sieet
and snow of France, they suffered,
while we had the benefits, “lLest ne
iorget”—how quickly we do forget—
and it is good at tmes thalt we are
able 0. But our fallen men we can
wever forget.

Mr., T. Hawke thanked the cowm-
mittee [or the opportunily given bhim
i joining i the ceremony, and he
desired 1o congratulate them on the
beauty of the design and on the spirit
which had brought abouot 1ts consuni-
mation. On the sides oi the Memor
tal he could see many names of fallen
lads who were well known to him.
Men who had responded nobly to the
Imperial call of duty. In the yeir-
to come i our duty be sacrifice—or
if it be death—may we be as redd;
and willing as the men wi have this
Ay z
Rev. C. E Taylor expressed pleas-
ure at being present, for he had been
associated with the Memoral move-
ment from its inception, and he was
?Itmd to at last see it in ils perfect
tnrm. On the Memorial were iour
bronze plates representing four arms
of the =ervice in which the men of
the district served—the Infantry, Ar-
tillery, Light Horse, and Army Medi-
cal Corps. These plates made it a
complete Memworial, and it did justice
to the various arms of Auostralia’s
Army. The ication of memorials
was of great value to the community,
for it stimulated the spirit of remem-
bhrance and gratitude. Armistice Day
had hosn calshrated a few davs pre-
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hrance and gratitode. Armistice Day
had been celebrated a few days pre-
vionsly—may these days of remem-
hrance grow stronger as the ycars geo
on. There were heavy hearts that
day—hearts of those who remain—
but there is a return for every sacri-
fice made, and it is for us to be te-
ful that our fallen men gave their all
willingly and cheerfully. The bless-
ings and privileges we enjoy through
their heroism we are unable to esh-
mate,

The Rev. Father Kain felt that pre-
vious speakers had left him nothing
1o do but to comfirm their remarks.
He considered it an honour to he ask-
«d to assist im %aying a tribute to
their soldiers—both dead and Wving,
in memory of whom the Memonal
was rajsed. The fame of our soldiers
has gone to the ends of the world,
and if they were not known beiore—
they are now. Flonored iy ememy
and ally as a fair and square soldier.
There was a tinge of sadness in the
proceedings, and their thoughts must
turn to the heroism of the women of
Australia, both during the war aund
cince. He trusted that the struggle
ai 1914-1819 would not be m wvain
and that in years to come the Memor-
‘2l weould stimulate remembrance o1
the sacrifices of our boys, -

Mr. E. J. Rese \Laura), on behali
of the visitors, congratulatad the re-
<idenis of Boolergo Centre on the
iscellence of their Memorial. h

e B, A, Clarke also sad a rew
words on behalf of the Diggers
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