CHIPFER'S LEAP.

—_——

AN IGNOBLE EPISODE,

Om Wednesday evening, February
3, & few score persons gathered on
{he new devimbon road being  con-
strucied at Greenmount, for the par-
pose of celebrating the cenlemiry ul
the Incident knuwn as Chipper's Leap.
They assembled at the base ol a large
fock on which a tabler had been atix-
ed by the W.A, Historical Soclety, and
bearlng the fullowing luseription:

On the 3rd of February, 1831,

Thix rock s altndled w0 land par-
chased 35 wears ago by Mo L e
Dirake, which was transferred wonder
Crown grant, the title Im the posEds-
Sion o ihe family beartig the King's
sedl, A large namber of the Dirake
family, comprising three gemeratiin.
were present dt the Jeremony.

The existing roeck, though tewer-
ing abuve the rosd. cives nn idea wf
1ty wrkginal stake, for right whrouth bt
e road has been blasted and level-
jed, prosiding & highway wlhere furmer
1o there was a steep descent, in 1512
the Tock was 4 éonkingarion ul the
steep wide of the wvalley, and the leap
for safety wat nade practically from
the snulhern edge of the present road

The «tory el has
rubtic recognition, and by omdt b 3
e be handed down through
the dges  The sooner it 5 Inrgotten
the Petter. A sirong, Dig poned. <.
live man, Lbipper wus practically 8
the pusitliom i 4 father o the boy k0
the circomstanees: yel he made ool
the beast efart to save the child, bt
et him 1o his rate. I his ofticial
veport, Chipper states that he heacd
the sereams ol the oy pelilind im,
white he ran tar his ife The by
wak 11 vedrs oof ame—a |intle vhap he
coald have tucked under his arm! The
recard i of imerest vnly @5 4 pleture
o early llfe b the Stale, gnd the hey
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ot early llfe b the Stale, and the hoy
Megcham is mure worthy of recugni-
tion v the tabler.  The wark 0l the
Wk Historlcal Soclety 1s highly ap-
preciated and the State is lrllﬂ'-ﬁl tie
this body for Gts Tabuorsg but while so
manv deeds of sell-sacrifice and brav-
erv are left unrecorded, the story il
Chipper i nad one that shnuld e fodid
tor omir children,

Wr, Birgwistle {president of the =0
clery) explained the hi2el af the ga-
therlitg, e trusted that it wiild ot
e lome Belore an Act was pussed by
Parligment to protect sibes ol histori-

=

cal Imterest from yandalsm.

Mr. P, M. Hasluck (secrelary) pre=
sented a graphic picture ol the con-
dithons prevaillng In 1832, and  de-
seribed in detail the settlement from
Fremanile to the Swan districts, and
the setilement st York. Fremantle
was the busiest and most  thriving
place In the whole of the Siate, Perth
1aking second place to the port, hav-
pig o pupulation of about 200, At
Claremont, where the people now
wenl Lo swlm, the Governor had s gar-
den, There were lew improvements
i Gulldinrd, Most of the activity was
ahove Gulldfard in the Swan valley, in
the nelghborhood of Mddle and Upper
swan, where the "big” farms were £3-
tablished.  Wr. Brockman, with 5
ucres, had the biggesi area ander crop
b the State. Wheat was 353/- 2 Push-
el These were nol days of prosper
ity in the State, and the price was
cansed by searclty  The position was
s bad rhar in 1832 @ passing vessel
was stopped. and the capiain was per
suaded 1 et the Staie have 20 1ons af
prploes, s sorely did the penple lack
ihe necessities of e, Next year uf-
{airs were beiter, and ong farmer had
a crop ol 100 bushels of wheat. The
price of wheat dropped 1o 20/ then
L 457, and Wy 183F I had fallen b
11/- per bushel. and evervhody erled
oul that b country was ruined 1
was stated that the average yield was
0 bushels per acre, and in coipsidera.
thom i the endd of farming 14/- wis
the lowest price at  which  wheat
chould be sold,  Eventually the Gov-
epmment war persagded to guarantee 3
price of 117/ Mr. Hasluck described
the pracession which wended Ifs way
t York In 1831, at the rate of ceven
miles a day, cuttimg down trees and
remowing  stones, and  thus defining
the route of the present road.  The
bibermam il iha rear vushed along an
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fhe route of the present roag. ane
patsman o the rear pushed along an
insirument fashivned Nke a pérambul-
ator, which ticked off (he miles. Chver
that track. six  months  later, Bohn
Chipper and Reoben  Beacham wiade
thair way

wr Sreve Chipper, o hehall of the
Chipper lamily, thanked the soglet ¥
por ahe memorial 1o the incident In
e life ol his grandizther.  After de
dlcaging the tahlel, he read  Jeho
Chipper's official rerort of the mutter.

Mr. W Clireen, grand nephew i
Reuben Beacham, stated that the lad
wWas
Born on August 24, 1820
T Sussex, England, and wis therefors
14 years old an the ame i hiz mur-
Jer,  Thus <losed the lite ul a whung
bul hrave phsneer.

At the dnstance vi Mr Le Mounncey,
3 comprehensive vate ol ppanks was
passed,

Brs, Cowan (vice-presddent ol the
socletv) in an able speech. urged all
present b combat wandalism,
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