I VICTORILA PUBLIC LIBEARY |

UNVEILING THE FOUNDA-
TION-STUNE. '

Not the least miportunt of lhn]

|-:'¢:rr~rnonjun which took tlice n
Perth sestorday was thar of the
unvething of the foundation.stone
tof the new YVietoria Pobiic Library
rin Beaufort-stneet, Toe bulding,
[ tubl dfarripliun uf which s
Julready appeared in these columns,
s expecied to be completed m
‘about vizht mosths.  The eere.
meony was perfortaed by Ire Excel-
ey the Governor, there beme:
alse among the largs crowd present
the acting Premier (Mr
H. Wiitvmoom), the lrroetor
of  Publnw Works { Olr. K.
H. fassc),  the Comonssioner
inr  Urown Lands (Me
Threseellj, Sir. J. G, T Steers
{mpeakor uf the Lepgislative
Asserbly), Mesers, G, Handoll,
ML A Twake, MLLA., .1
Roppacn, MLLAL H. ). Haunders,
ML (Mayor of Perth), H, E.
Peitherive (town eierié of Dorth),
Al ko Jul, € H. Oldham, M_LoA,
Lillon Bell, J. 11, Crameer, B
Woodward, Colenel Angels, Cap-
tin Heone, Captain F, Meore, and
Colonel Philiips.

Sir James (3. Les BSteere; the
chairman of the eommittee of the
Vietorin Tublic Libraey, said that
it prawe L reat plezsure to ask
(His Execlleney to associate lis
vame with the unveilling of the
foundation-stone of that library

und  masewm. DPerhaps thers
Wi muy [rn;n..l..'l:lt. whao
would not undirstand the
expreseion * comtinucd  loymlty”

to be seen on the stone when it was
unveiled. The speaker ilien
sketehed the histors of the move-
ment that had led to the founda-
‘tion-stone being removed from St
George’s Termce, whers il was

laid 10 years ago, oo the|
occasion of the Si0th year of)
the reign of Her Majesty, o the'

present site. He took some credlf-
to himeself for having been instru- |
mental in the formatwon of a public
library for Perth. ile bad been so
impressed  with the advantages)

whinh cosh anabitintiana  bookasoed
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"the
iwould be unvetlesd by His Exeel-

E | importance.

fance wus 47, 07H, of whom G357 wero
iladies ; and durinyg the first
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impressed  with the n.d‘mnta.mas
which such imstitutions bestowed |
on the people of the eastern tD.i.IIILi.LH|
that he had suegested Lthe matter to |
Governor Broome, who had n.r,rre-ed|
that wo mors fitting memorial
thun =a pubht hbrary could be
11.{10]_1'{&& commesporste  the
SUth vear ﬂ[ the reien of Queen |
\ll.,lurui Ae e colony had ad-
t.a.n:_,ed in uupnrt.atsw tht" hbra.n 1 |

George's Terrace bad proved |
Jnmjﬁ.:]uml_- for the attendance, and |
g0 ik had been determmed to erect
a much 1more capaciouna buildinge,
foundation-stiue  of  which

leney that afternoon, lle quoted
statistics Lo show bow the Vieloria
I'ublic Library had pereased in
It was opened on
January 26, 1559, when the number
of Looks on the shelves  was
Litu, New ther Lad 16200 books,
{Applanse.)  Dwring  the first
geur of s existence the aticndanc:
was JO00 s 12 the attenid-

ﬁ'h:
montha of this vear tbe number of
persons who visited the institution
25,702, 410 of whom were
ludies. (Applanse) There were
volumes 1n that library that any
ety might feel proud to possesa,
and with the [rospect of a Fory
much larger bLuilding in which to
piure them the institotion would
become doubly nmportant.  The
crection of thalt building would
show that the Government %as not
nnmindinl of the ntellectual ad-
vaucewent of the people of the
coluny, (Applause.) He hoped
that as tume wenl ol Ihr-|
wuseum and art goliery  wouold
b more appreciated. e wes
happy to say that an art gallers
bad been started, and he trusted

L

(bt owing to the lberality of the

orernment the attractions of the

"rallery wonld be apereased.  (Ap-
Frinuene. b
Hiz Ezcellener the Governor

said that be 1elt proud o dssocite
‘his npme with  that preat work,
The stone which he wos about to
unvell was rermoved  sewe liitle
tune agwo from 2t George = Terrace,
vwlere the cersmony of luvine 3t
was  performed by Governor
Lrovmein 1827, He du-]‘*]_‘l-’ e
thnt  (dnveerom
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Hrovme g 188y, He doeply re-
cregted  that Govermor  Droomne
had not been sparcd to witness the
rimoval of the stone W its present
pite  and the prospects of the
establishment of a large library, in
the inauguration of which he had
taker so pruminent a part. The
prevtion of that library was one of
the bepeficial results which  bad
aceryed  from  seif - povernment,
Ewen if they had diecovered ther
great minerul wealth when they
eonstituted 2 Crown colony, diffi.
cultics must have ariscn  in the
development of those resources
which were stmplifisd by the bless-
ingg of reeponsible governient.
In performing the ecremony for
which they bad met topether, they
did o in prateful recopnition to
Almighty God of the blossines
which He had showered upom Lie
empire, and upon this culony as
an ptegral part of that empire,
during the reion of Hor Majesty
Quewn  Yietoria, There was no
doubt that the progress of this
colony must be eratimuous and io-
ereasing,  Their DMinister: were
practically chiosen by the voice of
the people. They had representa-
tive institutivos of a ehiracter
which, 1o ezperience extend-
ing oser  many  hundreds  of
veurs, had shed undimmed
lustre and enormous presperity
on the empire and npon Uireat
Britain, (Applause) It oaly

remained for the people of thas
colony to be hw-abiding, indus-
tricus, and scher to ensure in-
creased progperity to their children,
80 that they could look back on the
i) yenrs of Her Mujesty's reipa
wilh feelings of infinite thankiul-
tiess to the Great Architeet of tha
Lniverae. {Applause. Tte
celony owed & debt of pratitude
tomen like 8ir Jawes Lee Sicere
for taking such o prominent part
i promotine edoucational and ins
tellectual  development  of  the
people of the coontry, and he
thanled that rentlemianon behalf
of the Quesn and people of - Wes-
fern Australia for the self-sacrifie.
inglaborand energy be had displayed
in baving oripinally started a new
library. He Loped that the inst.
tutiou would prore a source of
advencement to the coluny. Ilis
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advencement to the coluny, Ilis
.'I"Jm:ullnnnjr dhen briefly reviewed
the moral and intellectual develop-
ment  of Lthe empire  durning
Vietorie's reion, pointing out the
advance that bhad been made n
madical seience, elestrical scieuce,
A Be spoke of the spread of
vdueation during that period, and
the beneficinl resolts which had
acerued to the nation thercby, The

movermment 1o remard to libra-
ried  was a comparalively  re-
ceut  onme, Some " burning

questions” had been raised in con-
vection with the matter in England,
but, bappily, they bad disappesred.
The advantages of libraries eonld
not be over-estimated, us they
rrabled the young to develop into
self-resnecting,  intellectual, and
useful vitizena. He bslieved ihat
he eecupicd the position of Gover-
nor of & great people, and he asked
their assistance in the discharge of
hig onerous and responsible dutiea
Ile would be stimu by the ex-
swple of the great men who had
preceded him.

Amid applause, His Excellency
then unveiled the stone, which con-
tained the following inscription : —
* T'his stone of the Victoria Publie
Library was lnad by His Excellency
Bir Gerard Smith, K.C.M.G., in
commemoration of the comple-
tion of the aixtieth vear of
the reign of Her Majesty Queen
Yictoria, and s a memcral of the
contmued loyalty and devetion of
the people of this colony to Her
Majesty’s throne and person. Juns
22, 1BY7." [Besting beneath this
slone ia the old stone contriming
thie inseription:— The colonista
of Westera Aunstralia, moved by
loyaliy wnd love. inseribed this
foundation - stone of a poblie
library with the npame of Her
Majesty Queen Victoria on the
Jubilee dav of her beneficial reign,
June 21, 1887
~ Cheers were then given for the
Governor, siler which the gather-
ing was photographed by Messrs,
Clarke an]?:l Bun. i d
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