NERANG'S TRIBUTE
i —
DEDICATION OF OBELISK

The attendance last Batur-
day at the Commemoration
of Anzac Day organised by
the Nerang Sub-Branch of
the R.8.L. of which Mr. Pat
Birmingham is president and
Mr. W. Ryan hon secretary,
was much greater than last
vear and in the 50 odd Dig-
gers who paraded were in-
cluded 16 members of the
Surfers Paradise Sub-Branch
who had been invited to at-
tend the commemoration also
about 12 from the Bouthport
Sub-Branch who are invari-
ably represented at any of
the Nerang R.8.L. functions,
The procession which was
headed by the Nerang South
Coast Band of 25 members
{Mr. G. Panitz, conductor)
was in charge of Drum Major
C. Stephens who acted as
Marshal. There were about
80 school children in the as-
semblage representing Ner-
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ang and Gilston Schools and
over 100 residents of Nerang
und district. On arrival at
the Memorial Hall the pro-
cession formed Into a sguare,

Mr. P, Birmingham presid-
ed and expressed pleasure at
such a large and representa-
tive gathering at the 38th
Anzac Day Commemoration
Service and then asked the
State Member who was ac-
companied by Mrs. Gaven to
address the azsemblage.

Mr. BEric J. Gaven gaid

that that day in all parts of
the Commonwealth and in
many places in the British
Empire gatherings had as-
sembled to pay- homage to
the men and women who dur-
ing the World Wars 1 and 2
had done great service in

preserving to us the freedom
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PreseTving to us the rreeqom
which we today still enjoy.
Todsay he said. we bow our
heads in sorrow for those
who gave their all and those
who had returmed but were
mained or {ll in hospital as
the result of the service they
had given. We raised our
heads with pride at the mem-
ory of the heroic deeds of the
immortal Anzacs who  hy
their gallantry on the shores
of Gallipoll had brought Augs-
tralia into nationhood. When
World War No. 1 was in pro-
gress all looked on it as a
war to end war but war No.
2 soon followed and we are
still as far off peace as ever
as they had the fighting in
Korea, He hoped that in the
talks mow going on  that
wiser counsels would prevall
and that peace we all desir-
ed may once again prevail
throughout the world.

The hymn ‘Nearer My God
to Thee' was sung after
which Cr. W. Birmingham
(Albert Shire) read the roll
call of the nineteen soldiers
who had fallen in World
Wars 1 and 2. He also made
reference to the fact that
gince last Anzac Day Mr, D.
Ross of Numinbah had pre-
sented to the R.8.L. an obe-
lisk of Numinbah stone as a
cenotaph in front of the hall
which completed Nerang's
Memorial to all those from
the district who had paild the
supreme sacrifice.

The Chalrman after thank-
ing Mr. D. Ross who with
his brother-in-law Mr. H.
Hogarth had cut out the
obelisk from Numinbah stone
and to which the R.SL.
Auxiliary had added the
bronze tablet “To the Fal-
len,” called on Rev. R. Eve-
ritt to dedicate the cenotaph.

OBELISK DEDICATED

Rev. R. Everitt said that
the obelisk had been given by
Messrs, Don Ross and H.
Hogarth as a memorial to
“Those who Berved" and on
behalf of the R.B.L. he
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behalf of the R.B.L. he
thanked them for the idea
and gift. It commemorates
gervice not death. True ser-
vice is he said, undying it
goes on. The purpose of the
stone is to remind the living,
and those to come that there
is in the community a tradi-
tion of service which does
not count the cost but only
the need of the community.
No group of people, in any
circumstance whatever can
exist without the service of
its membera. The considera-
tion ought not be what will
it cost me? but how much
can I give and in what way
can I best serve? There s,
nowadays, a tendency to over
emphasise the glamour and
romance of certain forms of
service but those who adven-
ture lfe and limb are very
properly accorded their own
niche in the hall of remem-
brance. But for every man
" fighting in the line of battle
there are many who must
support him In supplying
reinforcements, stores, etc.,
and then further back are
those who have to malntaln
the neceasary organisation of
the fighting forces. They suf-
fer the monotony of war
without its supporting sense
of high adventure and behind
them again are ers en-
gaged in the clvil ence or-
ganisation. All these have
served their country in time
of need while those at home
also have carried added bur-
dens that others might be re-
lieved for service at the
front. All of these have serv-
ed with a pure heart in the
best interests of peace and
security for the community.
We can continue to serve by
keeping allve the traditions
of pure and wholehearted
service and think not first of
gain for oneself. In a demo-
cracy the emphasis Is placed
on the value of the indivi-
dual. That is quite right but

let the indlvidual know and

keep his place which is in a
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keep his place which is in a
community. In dedicating the
memorial, given by Mr. Don
Ross and Mr. Hogarth to
those who served he called
on all to dedicate themselves
to service and to maintain
their rightful place in life,
helping each and helping all
to peace and security.

Rev. Everitt then offered a
short prayer of dedication
which was followed by the
Lords Prayer,

After the dedication many
floral tokens were placed at
the base of the obelisk in-
cluding poppy wreaths from
the Sub-Branch R.8.L., Al-
bert 8hire Council, Gilston
C.W.A., the Nerang and Gil-
gton State Schools and many
family tributes.

Mr. E, Conville one of the
Surfers Paradise representa-
tives moving the first resolu-
tion conveyed greetings from
the Burfers Paradise BSub-
Branch of the R.8.L. and ex-
pressed appreciation of the
invitation extended to be pre-
gent at the Nerang commem-
oration service and said he
hoped that this interchange
of visitors between the two
sub-Branches would be con-
tinued. He apologised for the
absence of his president Mr.
J. Laws who was in indiffer-
ent health. Proceeding he re-
ferred to the history of the
two world wars and said that
all looked upon England as
the Home Land and when-
ever her safety was threaten-
ed they would flock to her
aszistance as had been evid-
enced in World Wars 1 and
2. He hoped that the observ-
ance of Anzac Day would
continue =as present in
Queensland and not to be al-
lowed to develop into a holi-
day as in some of the other
States. Such a gathering as
being held that day would in-
stall in the minds of the chil-
dren who were the men of to-
morrow the spirit of Anzac,
that spirit of loyalty to the
throne and Empire. He then
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throne and Empire. He then
read the resolution,

Cr. 8. H. Bigg (Albert
Shire Council) seconded the
resolution and stressed the
fact that Etjhe Aﬂuam 3:&::!
ago on Gallipo ve -
lia a tradition of which they
were all proud. The Austra-
lian nationhood was founded
on the tradition of Anzac and
the spirit of loyalty and sac-
rifice should ever be revered,

The hymn Abide with Me
was then sung then One
Minute's silence was observ-
ed after which Conductor
George Panitz sounded the
Last Post which was follow-
ed by Mr. John Reid playing
a Lament on the bag pipes
and Mr. Panitz then sounded
the reveille and
closed with all jo in
National Anthem.

The Women's Auxiliary en-
tertnined the Returned per-
sonnel and vm at a ve;_r
appetising in the
Memorial Hall where Mr. W,
Birmingham presided at the
cloge of which Mr. Jim Boul-
ton, a foundation member of
the Sub-Branch unveiled a
lifelike photograph of the
late Mr. Charlie Strong also
A foundation member who
had passed away since last
Anzac Day and the photo-

graph has been hung on the

wall of the hall which he as
sisted in the erection. A
stood in silence for a mim*
a8 a mark of respect for
departed member. 2
The president welcomed
the visitors and thank

them for assisting In maki®
the annual commemoratio.

one worthy of the occasior -

He also thanked tk
Women's Auxiliary for ti
very nice regﬂ.nt they he
provided. He thanked M
George Panitz and the Ne)
ang South Coast Band fc
their great assistance and a
who had taken part in !
proceedings. He thanked M
J. W. Morgan for his ETE

assistance in commentinn s
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assistance in connection wiw

the transporting of seais, ete.-
for the gathering. '

Responses were forthcom
ing from Mr. R. J. Gave

M.L.A., Mr. J. Gwynne, Sur
fers Paradise vicet-presid.
ent and Mrs. W. Ryan whr
said it gave the Auxil'
great pleasure to assist che
Sub-Branch as it was only a
small way of showing their
appreciation of what the sol-
diers had done for them and .
the community generally,

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article226265759




