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A plate beneath the

i.;:l. hears this inscription: |

| Tais Eastern church
Lel, rescued by the Allies
'm 1418 from a ruined
lmesaue. is here restored
(to Chiristian use in mem-
iary of the heroic dead.

‘ce.ng the gut of Captain |,
Campbell

W.

Jivl s,
1 caisun”

T word " restored V' is
d=Cid beeause on the bell
ul'¢ eca t figures of the
Infinl Christ with Mary.
thr Cruciiixion and Christ
in Glay.

The old bell — which
piiclt Sunday calls wor-
chiuppers to the chureh
“¢t In its spacious, peace-
ful grounds — has in its
rime been through [firve
and disasler.

In fact, if the history
claimed for it is true, it
musl surely rank as the
world’s most historicadly
reanarkable bell,

It would be the world's
sidest known bell,

Itz story was outlined
when the church was
consecrated in 1944, in a
churely order of service,
which reprinted an article
«tated to have appeared
i a newspaper shortly
arter vireetion of the bell
rinm 10U8),

It wus said to have
ren erected in a Rou-
manian church by the

| Bt ramnne  Manckanbina i
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RAMED in a peaceful setting
4 on the steps of lovely St. |
Augustine’s Church of Eng-

a weataer-stained

bell about 20 inches high.

manian  churchh by the
'Emperor Constantine in
320 AD. and to have
been lost to Christianity
fin 1410 when the church
Yy which it was hung was
fonverrun by the Turks, to
tbee later used as a Mo-
hammedan mosque,

But its =hape alone
wiolld indicate that the
bzI1l's  history  does not
Ida.n- back to the reign of

Brishane church h uries-old

unearthed by merchant
seamen in 1218 afler they
had seen Briiish solu'iers|
secreting it in the =sand.
According to the Ency-|
clopaedia Brilannica. Pope |
Sabinianus 604 A D
first uszed chiurch bells.
but it has been claimed!

that they were iniroduced

Conston’ine the Grend
(2TR=-3:T A D),

Cans*am-ie, in 330
AD, moved his capital
from Rouwe Lo Byzantium
iwh'ell breame Constan-
tinonpl?) and made Chris-
tianity thie Siate religion

Thz last of the Con-
stantine<. Cansianline X1
FPalaeolowns 1 1445-1453)
was Lhe last ruler of the
Fazterty Roman Empire.

He wis killed in the
final choree of the vie-
torious Turlks when they
overthrew Consiantinople
in 1423,

Nine yoars earlicr, an
allied army of Hungar-
lans and Peoles advancing
to the relief of the be-
leaguered capital had
been dofenated with great
carnaZe at Vorna, on the
Black Sea coast.

It was at Vurna, by &
curious and pos=ibly siz-
nificant coincidence of
history. that the bell was
unearthed by merchant

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article217261596

into Franee as early as|
250 A.D. |

Incidentally. the En- |
cyvelopaedia leiers Lo

“the scanty early history
‘of bells.”

It voniinues: “The
long, narrow bell, the
rquadrangular and  the!
mitre-shagped all indicate,,
in Europes at least.
antiquily, while the
gracefu), curved-

Inwardly-midway and full
trumpet-moutired bell
indicales age not earlier
than the 16th century.”

St. Augustine's bell is
of the latter shape,

As the =cience of cast-
ing came from Asin to
Europe it is certainly pos-
sible that an Eastern bell
of "modern™ dezign could
pre-date a =s=imilaor-
| shaped Western bell by
sufficient time to place it
within the time period of
the Byzantine Empire's
latter days.

If so, 3t Auzustine's
bell must have b=en con-
femporary with big politi-
cal and religious changes




ecal and religious changes
in the countries bordering
the western parl of tho
Black Sea.

Perhaps it called to
praver Christians or
Turks who were later on
the scene of the world's
first biz bombardment—
when history’s first great
gunner. Mohammed II..
placed his eannon op-
posite the walls of Con-
stantinopls on April 5.
1453, and ushered In a

Nothing like it had
keen heard belore.

Mohammed's artillery,
of 14 batteries, consisted
of 13 huge bombards and
56 smalier cannon,

Awe-inspiring ordnance
threw stone =hot weigh-
ing from 1,200 1b. to 1.500
Ib. and measuring 30
inches in diameter,

To handlz t h e m.

‘Mohammed had 60 oxen.
{200 men to march along-
\side them to keep them
lin position. and 200 more
to level the road!

On May 30, Constanti-
nople, and with it East-
ern Christendom, passed
te the Moslems.

But back to the bell
How did it come to Aus-
tralia?

It was given to Captain
Thomson, a keen collector,
by crew members of the
A USN. ship “"Melara.”

According to the story.
ihey liad seen the soldiers.
vho had brought it from
a shelled mosque, burying
it in the =zand near Varna,
presumably awailting an
opportunity to smuggle it
‘away.
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