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" A “BLOUK' WORTH MILLIONS.

; _R:DMANEE OF DUCAL HOUSE.
The history of a-few graes fields on which
a” good slee of fashionable London wnow
stands, and the almost fubulous enrichmeus
which acerued to the Duke of Westmin-
ster’s family in consequence, is narrated
‘with- mueh pieturesque detail in ‘*Mary
Davies and the Manor of Bbury.,”’ Mr.
Charles T. Gatiy's new Dbook.

This romanee of the- Grosvenor palri-
mony reads remarkably like the history of
the famous Bloek of Melbourne, which
was olfered for sale recontly, It will be
remembered that the land now known as
the Bloek was originally purchased for £54
and js now worlh many hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds. S :

The Manor of Bbury is the formul title
of this ancient grange or furm, remavks a
reviewer in- the **Daily. Mail,’” which wv
know beiter as embracing mainly Belevavia
and Mayfair and much of ‘Pimlico. 1f
strefelies south from Osxford-strest {o the
Thames. - On the west and east it is bound-
ed by two of London’s buried rivers, tho
Westbowrne and. the T'yhourne, f

Part of the site of Backineham Palnee
and nearly all its grounds were also in-
cluded in the “‘few fields of . pasture?’
which Mary Davies brought to Sir Thoows
Oresvenor, They wore married . when she
was ‘v out 13" at St Clem £ 'Daznes, in
the Sirand, in 1677, Ai that e the
bridegroomn, with the family’s great estaie
at Eaton aod elsewhere, was repiled bwico
as wealthy as Mavy with her ‘“Manor of
Ebury.”’. But Londen as we know it had
yvet Lo grovw.
: Milkmaid Legand. .

Mr, Gafty demolishes the agreesble lege
ead that Mary was a milkmaid, the daugh-
ter of an alderman-dairykeeper, and tend-
ed the paternal cows in the peaceful pas-
tures we call Grosvenor-squaie, The trath
is not so picturesque. Her father, as
Pepvs deseribes him, was **Davis, the Jit-
tle fellow, my schoolfellow, the bookseller. !
The estatzs came into the market when
Henry VIII, seized it from the Abbot of
Wostminster ab the Dissolution. And it
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Westminster al the Dissolution. And it
cante to the Davies family from their for-
bear, *‘old Awdley,’’ a notorions usurer and
hard dealer in spendthzifis’ estates. who
bought the fraehold for £9.400 in 1626,

Often, and very sgresably, 3ir. Gatty
sllows his narrative to ramble into fase:-
nating bypaths of Jacobean Ingland. and
his esploration of old Tamily records sug-
mests comparisons befween the sozial life
of London in the seventeenth century, and
this whieh are spiced with eatertaimment
and iunterest.

Mary hevseil, apart from ler unique dow-
ry, does not appear to have been a par-
{icularly attractive person. Buot she sue
vived Sir Thomas and contracied a seegid
marriage, which she subsequently  denisd
had taken place. As the foundress of the
(irosvenor millions, the bookseller’s dayeh-
ter is commemorated in the stregt callsd
Davies, which runs from Oxford-ztreet 1o
Berkeley-sguare.

Alr. Gatty forbears o remark that the
Grosvenor Eslates in London alome now
brinz in te the Duke of Westminster &
rental of more than £350,000 a vear.

e N B e =TT R ST e o

Bayswater Fallen Soldiers’ Remorial.—
A meeting of the members of the Bavs-
waler IFallen Seoldiers’ ifemorial Commit-
tee was recently held, when it wes learned
from the bon. avchitest (Mr. Ochiltree)
that the coniractors (Mewsrs. Wales and
(zillies) would have the werk complated
about the middle of February. It +was
then decided to invite His Excellenicr the
Governer to unveil the memorial, and alse
Major-General Siv Talbol HMobby to Soin in
the ceremony. Both have ucespied, and
His Excellency has apreed o perform the
unveiling on Sunday alfernoon, Wobruapy
26, at 5 o'clock, The memorial will by
erecied in fronk of the Town Fafl, Buye.
water. The musical portion % jn  #ha
hands of Mr. Baley, who will provide botly
un orchestra ond choir for the seassion,
The Maylanda Salvation Azmy Band il
also assist with bend items :
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