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CROSSING TRAGEDY

COLLISION AT BORONIA
ELECTRIC TRAIN AND MOTOR WAGGON
PICNIC PARTY FROM CLIFTON HILL

Appalting loss of file was cuused by a
collision betwéen un eclectric train and
an enclossd motor waggon, carrying a

Boronia railway station early last svening.
! truck, which was travelling
alopg the Ripgwood road s u norihetly
direction, wus struck by the train, whish
was running from Ferh Tres Guily to the
city.

Though the driver of the train had ap-
plied the brakes some momenta bafore the
collision oconrred, the jmpack was terrifie,
and the waggon, with jta load of men
woman and . little elildrew, 95 :
was mmathed snd draggel along: the
way line by the fore-part of the londing
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been lkilled almost before they realised
that the accident had happened, Mine
peaple were  killed, amd ¢leven were
| injured. :

| - The train’ concerned in the tragedr was
 the 5:! v, thain from Fern Tre= Gully,
lnd it veached the croming at .10 pm.
(¥t was driven by William wards, an
| experienced motorman,

| The picnic party comprised friends and
relatives from Clifton Hill. It was their
custom on - Bundays !
the Ford vam from Mr. Bamnel Tant,
carrier, of T8 Gertrude-sireet, Fitsroy,
‘nnd spend the doy in the conntry. They
wers  happy family parties and  wers
largely attended. On ote previows scca-
tion Farn Tree Gully bad been made tha
rendezvous, and vemterdav it was dasidad
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pienic party, st s Jevel croaging meas the
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reedezvous, and yemterdny it was decided
to widb thut district again.  Owing to
the threstening westher the party was
ool am farge &8 osual, bot the day was
spent happlly, and with the approach of
dusk preparstions wers made far the re-
turn bome. Al went well until nearing
the ruilway crosging, which has a bed
teputation, COue of the male picnickers
called out to the driver to go slowly, as
eome of the women were nervous,

Im his short statement to the pofice be-
love be wis horried to, the hosopital,
Tant eajd that when he roceived (his re-
tust he alowed down to nbout tem milap
fam Ilmur. He did nol see of hear the
train approeching  He was & little more
than half way serom the Iil'l]'Iﬂ hne of
tails when the Erain, which seemed o
come from powhere, struck the motor
waggol with terride force. He remem-
bered no mare until he foond lhmeelf Iying
cn 4 streteher in Page's garage. Ques-
tivned me to whether the train whistled
on approarhing the crossing,” Tant  mid
the trgln might have whistled, but he did
not hear it

Probably the first man on the scene of
the crazh was Mr. N. Jonves, the local
schoal. teacher. He was in the bake
howse a few yards away when bhe heard
the whistle of the krain, followsd by a
terrifio crash, He roshed out, and at
cnee saw that a tervible tragedy had ec
corred.  The wreckage of the van was
lying ot the side of the rond, juse clear
ef tha lipe, snd there seemad to be bodies
averywhere. The muiilated body of one
littla girl was Iying benenth the train,
which lnd to be beeked before it could he
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which lind to be beoked before it could he
extricated.  Near by wis the seveved arm
Bome of the bodies yere

on thy' cromsing.

the injured could be heard.
The train wos crowded, and poon @
gwarm of terrified passengers were on the
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were taken to the Melbourde,
and. Children's Hospitals. In the

firat-aid wo uable pasistance was given
by Mr. w.-uﬁ]w. cheinist, of Bronswick-|

.the ecouls throughout. Hlnr|

terrible scenen of mulfering and death they
os cool ap veterans, amd nmj
flinched from any  duty however nerve
racking. I, Heywood was accompamnied’
his wile, and she, with Nurse Gale,
worked untiringly in rolieving and sooth-
ing the injurgd women and children,
Borouin s what is called & ““woman-im
charge” sention.  The station misliress,
Mre. ¥, Ellart, telephoned news of the,
accilent %o Farn Tree Gully. Mr. W.
Bearle, eleeiric running offieer, who wea
ot Fern Tree Gully superintanding the
holiday traffle, with Bpecial Offlcer Plum-
mer, motored to Boromia, and joiped in
the resecue work., Later in the nighl
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mer, motored to Boromis, awd joimed in
the resecue work, Later i the nighl
Railway Commissionags Molomby amd
Bhanoon vimted the seane of *".“ intality.

The last of the injured to Jeave Boronda
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wond, but wes thrown uhu,ud“wll
without & swateh.
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