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HONOKING THE BRAVE.

NORTH CRESWICK STATE

SCHOOL.

HONOR ROLL UNVEILED.

The interesting ceremony of unveil
ing the honor board of the North
Crcswick State School took place last

Saturday evening, anil was witnessed
by a very large assemblage, the large
room at the school being crowded to

the doors, and the arrangements being
well made, everything passed off pleas
antly. It was indeed a worthy gather
ing in honor'of the boys who were pre

viously scholars in the school, who had

answered the call on behalf of King
and Country, and who had given of
their l>est in order that freedom and
justice might rale in the world, and
not the principle of the German foe
that "Might is Right." The room had
been most tastefully decorated, and
there was a profusion of flags neatly

arranged throughout the building.
The services of Mr F. Keogh, the mas

ter of the sloyd centres of Crcswick
and Clunes, had been freely given in

making the honor board, and he had
what assistance he required from hit

pupils from the North Crcswick
school. The board has been placed on

the north wall of the building, and its

appearance is certainly highly credit
able to Mr Keogh. The design is a

very nice one. The material used is

blackwood, and a striking feature is

the excellence of the polishing. Tho
board is 5 feet G inches high and

3 feet 6 inches wide, with a

massive pillar each side. The letter

ing was carried out by Mr Raisbeck,

of Ballarat, in a very capable manner.

The school .staff, scholars and com

mittee sliodid be gratified at the pos

session of sucli a fine honor board,
which at present contains 87 names,

and can carry a total of 99 names.

The school committee (with Cr W.
Mcrritt as chairman and Mr W. T.
Kelso, secretary) and staff had niaue

very complete arrangements for tho
unveiling ceremony. Lady Peacock
had this pleasing task conferred on

her, and there were several interest

ing addresses. Cr Merritt presided
over' the gathering.

The school children repeated the

oath of allegiance, after which tho

National Anthem was sung and tho

Rev. A. McKay offered up a suitable

Cr Merrill said ho wis pleased lo

sec such a large, representative gath
ering to honor the boys who had pre

viously attended the school who had

pone to the war. They would not bo

doing their duty if they did not turn

out in large numbers to do honor to

those who had done so much for us.

When the war broke out in August,
1911, Mr Fisher, then Prime Minister,

appealed for men lo go to fight, ami

the names of some of those who liao'

responded were on the honor roll to be

unveiled that night. Some said there

was no need for Australians to go t.i

the war, but what would they say of

a son who would not go to the help of

his parents? Some had given their
lives for King ami Country. When they
thought of the noble deeds of their

thought of the noble deeds of their
ljoys it made them feel proud they
were Australians. They had written

the name of Australia on the scroll of

fame. When they returned, the people

here had to see that they were well
looked after. The Commonwealth and
State Parliaments were doing some

thing for these men by placing them

on the land and in positions, and it w.v

their duty to see they had

the best it was possible to

give them. They had also

to remember those who had given their

sons, and only sons too, to this great
cause. He ventured to say that God i;

on our side, and if that is so God is

greater than all against us. They wero

proud of the school children, who

were knitting socks for soldiers and

sending comforts to the Caulfield Hos
pital. He was sure when our soldiers

return they will be proud of the boys
and girls of the North Crcswick school.

"Lord God of Hosts" was rendered

by the scholars.
The Mayor (Cr A. Broom), speak

ing on behalf of the citizens of the

borough, expressed his thanks for the

invitation to take part ir. the very im

portant and sacred ceremony that

night. He was pleased to see so many
ratepayers present to do honor to
those to whom honor is due. ? He did
not know if their Ecderal member was

present; if he was they would be pleas

ed to see him, for he had been with

their boys, and proved himself to be a

Britisher. Their bovs had gone to

fight for freedom and justice, and

many whose names were on the honor
board had received training at the
hands of that military enthusiast,

Captain Mungo\*an, which no doubt
had served them in good stead on the
field of battle. He could not conclude
without expressing the sympathy of
the ratepayers with those who had
just recently received the sad news of
the death of their sons. He hoped
they would not have peace by negotia
tion, but peace by victory.

The chairman said an apology for
unavoidable absence had been received
from 51 r D. C. McOrath, M.P., and
also from the Rev. W. II. McCook, Cr
W. P. Northcott and Mr I!. H. Down.

Miss Jory rendered a solo, "Some
where in France."

The chairman said the honor of un

veiling the honor board had been given
to Lady Peacock because of her splen
did work for the boys who had gone
to the war. Lady Peacock had been
the president of that noble band of
workers, the Red Cross Society, ever

since its inauguration here.

Lady Peacock, on rising to perform
the unveiling ceremony, was received
with applause. She "expressed her
thanks for the very great honor of be
ing asked to unveil the honor roll.

They could not do enough for the boys
who had gone from our midst. In hon
oring the boys they were honoring
themselves. It was nice to show their
interest in them, and to pay a tribute
to the lads who had gone' from our

midst, from that school. Some had
made the supreme sacrifice, others
had been maimed, and others wove
still fighting on nobly. She had much
pleasure in unreilng the honor roll.

Most of the names were those of boys
they were familiar with, and she hoped
it would inspire the children to live

it would inspire the children to live

the lives they had lived.

The flag was then removed from the
honor board amidst applause, and
those present sang "God bless our

splendid men."
At the top of the board was a

Crown, and the words "North Creswick
State School, No. 2041, Honor Holl."
Beneath the names was written "For
King and Country, 19H, 19-," be
tween which were the National flags

in colors.

Sir Alexander Peacock said every
one was delighted to see so many pre
sent. It was quite right that' they
should honor the lads who had gone
to the war, and in doing so honor
themselves. They had a deep admira
tion for the young men who had an

swered the call of duty and passed
over 12,000 miles of sea. These were

serious times, but a fine spirit was

animating all classes and sections, and
they were recognising their respon
sibilities. It was true that some, ow

ing to being so far away, did not re

cognise what it meant. They had not
seen the devastation seen by their
boys, and had not the true perspec
tive. Some had wondered why
America had not come into the war

sooner than she did, and ho explained

the Munroe doctrine, America having
decided to work out her own destiny

and not concern herself with Euro

pean troubles. But gradually the
American public opinion changed. Sir ;

Alexander spoke of the mixed popula-
'

tion in the United States. Germany
had broken tyeaties and promises, and

when the proclamation was issued
that she would destroy ships of friend
and foe or neutral found in a certain
zone,

it was a challenge to the whole
world, and President Wilson took it

up. It was now quite clear that if

it had not been for America coming in,

the cause of the Allies would un

doubtedly have been lost. Sir Alexan
der referred to the Australians stop

ping the German onrush in March last,

when General Gough's Army was re

tiring, and said if it were not for that

feat the story of the war would have

been entirely different. Recently the
news had been of a more cheering

nature, but the war was not over yet.

He referred to the fact that if the
Germans lost the iron deposits in the
vicinity of the recent American at

tack they could not carry on. America
now had 1,600,000 men in France, anil

could draw on 13,000,000, whilst the
people were to be greatly taxed
America had only lost 191 men in

transporting her army across the sea.

Was it not something to be proud of
that the Americans were now coming
in? He saw present fathers and
mothers of boys who had gone to the
front, and as Lady Peacock had said,

some had given their lives, others
were maimed, whilst others were still

fighting. His blood thrilled with

pride when he heard a letter read

from a man at the front whom he

knew well, in which it ivas described

how the Prefect of the Somme and the

Premier of France went to see the
Australian soldiers, and addressing

General Monash, asked him to thanl:

them for the way they had protecte.l
of
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them for the way they had protecte.l

the men and women, boys and girls of

France; they would never forget the

men of Australia. These lads had re

flected honor and credit on their par

ents and on th? country from which

they came. It was right that we

should honor them. The names on the
roll would be honored when the others

present were in their graves. We aiv

living in comparative ease, but our

boys are living under entirely differ

ent conditions. He described the deeds

of three Australians who had added

lustre to the country's name. God

grant that the bulk of our boys may

come back to us. He asked the boys
and girls to pay respect to the par

ents, sisters and brothers of those wh-.i

had gone to fight for them. The women

of France vie with one another in pay
ing respect to our Australian boys.

These were anxious but proud times.

They were doing themselves honor

by paying a tribute of respect to their
soklicr boys, i ney woum nave 10

drop all their differences. The true

spirit is that of President Gompers,
of the Labor party of the United

States, who said America could newr

forget what France and Great. Britain

had done for the world, and it was for

the Americans to stand behind them.

The Australian bovs had dropped all

differences in the trenches, and they
at home should do the same. They
would always remember, revere and

respect the boys who had done so

much for them.
The children sang "0 God, our Help

in ages past."
Mr Hurley, school inspector for the

district, said it was a great privilege
to he present that evening, to pay a

tribute of respect to the boys who had

gone to fight for us. The honor board
would be one of the proudest posses
sions of the North Creswick people,
and in the future the boys and gills

would be able to look at the names

and speak of their relatives who havr
been in the great war. and bo very

proud of them. The boy who got his

name on an honor hoard should be
the proudest in the Empire. All schools
should see that the names were re

corded in some fashion. It had been
his aim in his district to suggest thai
this is really necessary. Fully 70 per
cent, of his schools have an honor roll,

some being even written in chalk as

a beginning. Of the boys who had
fallen, it could be said they had served
their country and could do no more.

In all the.-e meetings the ladies, the
mothers, were well represented. The
honor board would show what fine

mothers they had in the district, for
he took it that the boys who had felt

it their duty to go to the war had had
a good training. Next, their training
in the school must have been good; if

the training is
wrong the nation would

be wrong. The schools would be fail

ing in their duty if they did not set

the minds of the boys and girls in thi.

direction of the country's need. He re

ferred to the Kaiser's statement to

the workmen at Krupp's that lie had
tried to get peace in 1916. That state

ment appeared to him (the speaker)
to he so incongruous, for if the
Kaiser wanted peace in 101G, why not

in 15)1-1? Sir Hurley next explained
what General 1'au meant when he said
the Australians fought like French
men, which was a grot compliment. He

men, which was a grot compliment. He

spoke of letters received by a man

who had three sons at the front, who
told him to "carry on, dad." What
better button could they wear than

"Carry on?"
The Rev. Canon Dalton said in the

Old Country, from which he came,

they would see in a great many places
lists of names of those who had fought
in days gone by. Australia had nov

had a foreign foe here, and he hoped
they never would. It was not the
first occasion men had gone from Aus
tralia to fight side by side with the
Mother Country, for they had taken
part in the Boer War, and now they
had the greatest war ever seen. The
honor board should inspire the boys
and girls with a feeling of gratitude
to those whose names appeared, whe
had gone and faced all the dangers,
risked and given their lives, were

wounded, or were still carrying on.

They had not been forced to go, but
had an affection for us, and said Aus
tralia must be kept safe, so they would
stand by the side of those fighting fjv
the freedom of the world. Then they
could not look at the honor board
without feelings of gratitude to the
parents who were will;ng to let their
sons go, although many hearts were

aching. The honor board should also
teach them a splendid lesson-what is

the real value of life. It did not de
pend on the length, but on the kind o:
life, whether it was or bad. Somi.
livcxl a long life, but there was not
much in it. .Others lived only a little

while, but did such a lot of brave
kin-'l things and helpful to everybody,

having bravery unci
courage, and a

love of country, of freedom, and
sympathy for people downtrodden. He
was sure they wanted to see all their
hoys back again, and that they would
live long, for if that part was good
they could expect all the other part of
their life would be good. But they
did not want them to come back be
fore they finished their job. He hop
ed the boys and girls would pack a.-'

much good into their lives as they
could, and be helpful to others. As a

citizen of Creswick he was glad to he
present, and hoped that the honor
board would inspire the present gene
ration to live noble live.?.

Mr. L. S. L. Renouf sang "Let us

have peace," and he was encored.

Dr T. A. Wilson, the ex-Mayor, said
he esteemed it a very great privilege
to have the opportunity of saying a

few words in support of the previous
speakers, and to take part in doing
honor to the brave lads who had gone
from the school. They were present
to show allegiance to King and Coun
try, to the grand old Union Jack. In
this fair land they did not want the
red (lag, but the red, white and blue
of the Union Jack. As loyal Austra
lians, as part of the British Empire,
they were going to keep that flag fly

ing."
The second reason why they were

present was to show that they honored

the men who had gone to uphold the

dignity and honor of Australia, to pro
tect and preserve for us and genera

tions to be the freedom handed down
to us. The third reason had been ex

pressed by the previous speakers; they

were present to show their apprecia
tion of the sacrifices made by the re

latives of! the boys who had gone, and
especially the womenfolk. The strain

on them could not be estimated. They
were all proud of the mothers, who

were bearing their burdens heroically.

Dr Wilson spoke of the heartening re

ports now being- received from the
front. They did not want peace by
negotiation, but peacc by victory.

They could not negotiate over a

lie-that might is right. Might
must be dethroned, and liberty,

love, justice and freedom plac

ed in the position of the "god"
worshipped by Germany. The latter

was now talking peace when the other
fellow had the bigger gun. Germany's
gun, even if it had a range of GO milcsj
was going to be outclassed by the gun
of Uncle Sam. After speaking in

favor of the 7th war loan, Dr Wilson
congratulated the committee on the
chaste design of the honor board anil

the way the ceremony had been carried
out.

Miss Sylvia Broom rendered a solo.

Cr W. 13. Grose said that the speech

es to which they had listened had been

both interesting and eloquent. If he

were to speak, his first words would

be those of congratulation to Lady
Peacock for the appropriate ami nic-;

speech in which she had unveiled the

honor board. The mother of two of

the boys whose names appeared on

the board had attended the North
Creswiek school at the time when Mr

Dimsey, father of . the present head

teacher of the Central State school,

was head teachc-r of the school. The

present struggle had been spoken of

as being the "great war," and it was

to be hoped that it would also be the
last war-that there would be such a

combination of nations as. would pre

vent the recurrence of so much sac

rifice and suffering. As Lady Peacock

had well said, they were doing honor

to themselves in honoring the boys,

who had gone on active service in the'
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interests of civilisation. Everybody
regretted that during the week the sa

l

news had been received that a North

C) oswick boy, who had attended that

school-a young man who had "worn

the white (lower of a blameless life"

had made the supreme sacrifice.

Cr (.. 'Fait said he was delighted to

be present. The boys of Creswick

wore doing their part, as great a pan
as any portion of the Empire, lie

hoped the honor board would ho an

incentive to the boys and girls of the

school to emulate the lives of those
.vho had gone to the war. Some weit

present who had had serious losses,

and they felt for them very much.

A collection was taken up in aid of

the school patriotic fund, and realised

about £-1/8/.

Mr J. Richards, head teacher, said

his chief duty was to say how pleased

they were to see so many present. The

honor board had been erected as a

matter of duty. Mr Richards refer

red to the fact that the boys and girls

were doing their "little bit" to help

the world to a greater freedom, and

spoke of their collection of broken

glass, etc., for sale for the patriotic

funds, and also of the purchase of

war savings certificates. He again
expressed pleasure at seeing such a

large gathering to do honor to those

who were at one time in the school.

Mr Kelso moved a hearty vote of

thanks to all who had contributed to

make the ceremony a success, making
special reference to Mr Keogli for his

work in making the honor board with

the assistance of the boys, free of

cost; to Lady Pcacock, the speakers
and singers, also to Mrs Richards,

who came out from Ballarat to act as

accompaniste.
Mr W. Reville seconded the vote,

and included those who had given do

nations, whilst the chairman also

thanked Sir Gurr for his assistance in

the erection of the board. Cr Merritt

said a photograph of the board would

be sent to the parents of each boy
whose name was on the roll, and

photographs could also be purchased.

A most successful ceremony closed

with the singing of the National An

them.

The following are the names of the

past scholars on the roll:

A. Anderson R. Jones
J. Anderson W. Jones

R. Anderson F. James

V. Atkin H. James
S. Barclay V/. Jayne
D. Barclay A. Jayne
G. Barclay

.T.

Keating
\V. Barclay P. Kennedy
L. Beckerleg R. Lindsay
A. Bowley \V. Lavars
\V. Bowley A. Merriman

R. Bowley W. Merriman

A.
I''.

Bowley U. Mungovan
L. Bell W. l'arkes

V. Crougoy Ed. Pearce

B. Crosbie Ew. Pearcs
F. Clifton C. Phillips
If. Clarice II. Practz
A. Chandler R. Peart
F. Davis J. Rowe
\V. Dennis S. Reeve
S. Douglas J. Smith
A. Dudderidge .

\V. Smith
G. Dudderidge C. Sandford

R. Dwyor G. Spittle
J. Gardner C. Sonsee
C. Gardner S. Thomas

C. Gardner S. Thomas
\V. Gardner N. Trewick

W. Grose A. Treeby
N. Grose G. Tait
J. Grose H. Vague
K. Gray H. Wall
R. Gray R. Whiteley
P. IlefTord A. Wood
J. Harris H. Wearne
H. Harris W. Ward
R. Hawkey \V. Wallis
W. Hartland C. Wallis
L. Hartland M. Wallis
R. Howie A. Wade
W. Hodgetts C. Waddell
C. Jackson G. Wonnald
A. Johnson A. Whitfield
T. Johnson


