UNVEILING MOLLISON OBELISK

The most important ceremony of
the Celebrations was on Monday, at
about 11.30 a.m., when the unveiling
of the Mollison Memorial took place
before a large muititude. In the
morning, not many miles from the
gite of the Memorial rain was falling
"Tairly heavily, but this did not deter
the enthusinsm of the people. and car
loads of human freight set out for a

spot on the Kilmore-Pyalong road |

about three miles from Pyalong, for
it is here on a plet of land on the
criginal homestead of the Mollison
Bros., that the obelisk stands, abut-
ting the road. On arrival, it was dis-'
covercd pe-fect weather conditions
prevailed for the important occasion.

Cr. Allan Shanahan, president of
the Pyalong Shire, extended a hearty
welcome to all and expressed pleasure
at seeing so many present at the un-
veiling ceremony. He said the obelisk
movement had been started by the
receipt of a letter by the Shire, last
vear, from some of the Mollison de-
cendants, suggesting that as other
chires were placing on record in var-
ious ways recognition of the pio-
neers oi their respective districts, ]
Pyalong should do something, as 1937
would be the Centenary of the first
 settlement in the district. The matter
was discussed by council, and as there
seemed to be some doubt about the
legality of the Shire Council spending
council funds for such a purpose, the
matter was held up pending enquiries
being made. Meantime, however, Mr.
S. Fullard came to the rescue, placed |
the land at their disposal, Mr. Nor-
man Fullatd jnr. drew up plans and
did most of the work, of which all
would agree was a credit to the de-

signer and huilder, and ail his help-|
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signer and builder, and ail hisx help-
ers. He had much pleasure in Intro-
ducing Capt. Leggett of the Histori-
cal Society of Victoria, who had been
kind enough to come along to perform
the Unveiling Ceremony, and at the
same Lime give them some interesting
informatien concerning the ploneers.

Capt. Leggett, B.A., gave  very In-
teresting address, details {wrbatim]'
of which are as follows:— '

“It gives me great pleasure to bel
present at this function as the repre-
sentative of the Historical Society of |
Victoria, and I must begin by tender-'
ing an apology for Mr. A. 8. Kenyon,
who has asked me té say how sorry |
he was, not to be able to accept the
kind invitation of the Shire President, |
but he has just returned from a visit |
to New Zealand to attend the Sclence !
Congress and finds himself ynable to‘
be present,.

“Similarly, Mr. Chas. Daley, the sec-
retary, is still absent in New Zealand,.
and probably has not yet received his
invitation. Therefore, what is their
misfortune 1s my good fartune, and 1
shall do my best tq say a few words |
suitable for such an oceaslon as this, |
when you are all gathered together to
do honour to the men and women who
blazed the trail and opened up this
great land of ours. |

“It has been my pleasure to speak |

-| at Benalla and at Mount Greenock at‘
t| the Centenary Celebratiens of that
'| great explorer Major Sir Thnmn.s!
| Mitchell, who, just a little over one
| hundred years ago, rode down and

gazed on the infant settlement at
Port Phillip from the crest of Mount

. Macedon which we can see in the dis-
.' tance, -

He was on hig way back to Sydney
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- He was on his way back to Sydney
- after crossing Australia Felix as he
' named it, but before he got back the
' first of the Overlanders were already
' on their way with herds of cattle and
sheep from New South Wales.
~ “The first of these were Gardiner,
' Hawden and Hepburn, who drove
" their eattle down to what is now
‘| Hawthom (Gardiner's Creek), and
| quite regently a memorial was unveil-
" ¢d at the entrance to Scotch College
* grounds to commemorate the arrival

- of these men, the first of the Qver-| -

', landers. The second Overlander who
' drcve his stock down to the new set-
tlement was W. A. Broadribb (13th
Feb, 1837), and the third was the
man who was the pioneer of this dis-
trict, namely Mr. Alexander F. Mol-
| lison.

“Peorhaps I should have named Mr.

Overlander, for he settled in one
place and then moved on to another
| and so an.

“A. F. Molligon was born in London
on April 17, 1805, and after visiting
Jamaica and New York came to New

up land on the Murrumbidgee, and
stocked it with sheep and cattle,
“When such glowing reports of the
wondeiful new settlement at Port
Phillip began to filter through, he de-
cided to visit it and see for himself.
He left Sydney by boat for Hobart
Town and then crossed to Port Phil-
lip, which was the recognised way to
| reach it in those days. Evidently he
was impiessed, for he returned the
same way, and in April, 1837, we find
him setting out from the Murrumbid-
gee with 5000 sheep, 634 cattle, 28
working bullocks and 22 horses. In
order to carry out the transport of
this herd of animals he took with him

i Ebden, but he was not in reality an]| .

| South “Weflés in 1854, where he took| |
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49 servants, One has to pause and|
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49 servants, One has to pause and|
think, hefore one realises what drays
and other gear had to be taken, in
order to be sure that provisions, etc.,
would last out this journey. The rate
of progress was alow, for many of the
. gervants were unreliable, and from
| entries in the-diary kept, some were
; For instance, they were

ELesfl o

hold i twcuse the blacksmith was
( drank wra - ould not effect repairs to
,J the dravs—1 second entry says “the
| blachanith skl drunk”. Then the
tovding of rivers was another hin-
‘drance. Thoy carried boats, but it

| was necessary to build pontoon brid-
. e, The structure of these waa in.
(| teresting. The drays were upended,
;| iy I.|'|ht UH“ Sh‘fh Were llpl‘ilht-
+{ These were oined up with saplings,
| hurdles were laid, and on the hurdles
tarpauline were placed, and these
were covered with dirt or sand, The
| whole was anchored to submerged
o oz, aod 0 this manner the crossings
ol were il Bﬁ November 30, they
| had ic@chiet the Campupa Plver,
1| Where 4 halt was made. I should have
‘ aid that they wintered at a place cal-
y; 'd Bontherambo, and at Indigo Creek
y{ 01 the lLiniomg season. It was in
y| Decernber, 1537, before they reached
| Goliban wheie he formed that station.
¢ “Ebdén has reached Carlsruhe six
|| weeks before with stack, and shortly
| afterwards, Yaldwyn took up what is
;| now W. H. F. Mitchell's country,
s| Mr. WL T. Mallison 8ays in a letter
|
t
t

that he jeined Mr. A. F. Mollison in |
1838 and that they lived in reed mia-
mias and tents. Pyalong was occu-'
pied as a cattle station in 1838 W.
Hamilton, Mundy & Smythe, and F.
?| A. Powlett followed in thie quarter.

1| In 1839-40, the head of the Lodden
1

first taken up by A. F. Mollison, and
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and L. Mackinnon,”
‘In.the early }Jartla: 1841, Parker
e & reserve for aborigines on th
Loddon and tried to civilise ﬂthﬂl::.
They belonged to the “Jim Crow”
trit:le and werp enough.
“In 1839, sheep were being brought
at Coliban for Adelaide at 'Z?fﬁusfll:r
breeding ewes; and in 1840, cattle

(Continued on Page 2)

|
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'| keeper was appointed in his place.
1 “It will interest you perhaps to|'~

| years 1839-43 for the followi
| modities—Flour, £1066 odd;

'| (clothes etc.)
.| Tea, £13 to £16 a chest (50 Ibs) ; To-

PYALONG' CENTENARY

(Contlmd from Page 1)

| were sold for export to New Zéland,
cows at £10 and stecrs £12. Welsh
bought cattle and McFarlane sheep.

“1841—First mill for grinding
corn (water :

“1842—Fat wethers, 8/- to 12/-.

“We get the information from the
Coliban Farm Journal, which tells us
that work was in full swing in 1839.
The entries were made by A. T. Mol-

L[]

lison, in the absence of Mr. D. McLean |

the superintendent.

| “I find that Mr. McLean, with the| -
| consent of his employer, took the post |

position of superintendent for Messrs
Watson & Hunter at Devil’s River,
and Alexander Macpherson the store-

hear the amounts paid out for the

£339; Tea, £498; Tobacco,

2. Sugar was

bacco, 4/- to 5/- for Negrohead, 2/3

—-— =
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for Colonial, which was only fit for 3
making sheep dip, Rum, 18/6 a gal- -

o - THcae O P e o i
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maKing sneep aip, Kum, 15/v a gal-
lon; Flour, 22/- per 100 Ibs. I

“If sickness occurred, the patieni,
was sent down to Melbourne. |

“Ard so the work of the station:
went on; but the years 184245 were:
bad seasons and prices declined so
that boiling down works were institu-
ted, as the tallow extracted was worth
mole than the carcase of the sheep. |

“Mv. Mollison was appointed a Jus-
tice of the Peace by Sir George Gipps,
the signature of his appointment bore
the name, E. Deas. Thomson, Colonial
Secretary of N. S. Wales.

“1 also find that 142 bales of wool
were shipped to England in the ship
Brakenmoor in 1842

“Mr. Mollison took an interest in
education, and in 1844 replied to the
circular sent out by Mr. Macpherson,
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly of
N. S. Wales, giving his ideas of what
should be done in the matter of edu-
cation for the children of the settlers.

“In 1851 he went home to England |
and while the:e was an active nfem-
ber of the Committee of the Austral-
ian Colonies; but he did not enjoy

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58108327
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ian Colonies; but he did not enjoy
good health, so after remaining there
tiil 1859 he paid a short visit to Aus-
tralia and went back again. In 1873
re returned to Victoria, where he re-
mained till his death, which took
place at Kew on April 10, 1885, with-
in a week of his 80th birthday.

“His life showed him to have Leen
an honourable Christian gentleman,
energetic and resourceful, with a
sound judgement, coupled with
business ability—fair and jus{ in all
dealings. He was a close friend of
Governor La Trobe and Sir Charles
Nicholson,

His brother, W. T. Mollison was a
Member of the Legislative Assémbly.
He died in England in 1886, but his
memory is perpetuated by the Molli-
son Scholarship at the Melbourn:
University., _

“Another brother was Dr. Mollison,
and the third, Crawford Mbllison, was
the Go'd Commissioner of Sandhurst

“Thus we see that each member of
the family has left an impression on
the fortunes of this new land. And
that is why we have gathered togeth-
er tcday to dedicate this memorial to
the pioneers, and to hand down to the
su g generations something
that will remind them of the starling
men who went out into the wilderness
to conquer new lards and to ﬁﬂmﬂ
for vs a glorious coutry.”

Capt. Legge't then proceeded to
unveil the memorial, saying, “I have
much pleasure in unveiling this mem-
orial which will commemorate the
work of these great men.” . He then
read the inscription—Erected by the
local residents to the memory of the
Pioneers, W. T. and A. F. Mollison
who settled hete in 1837 from NS.W..
giving the name of Pyalong to the
district.—Feb, 1gt, 1937.
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Mr. A. 8. Mollison, a nephew of the
late A. S, and W, T. Mollison, was in
attendance, and was next called upon
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by Cr. Shanahan to address the peop-
le. His speech (verbatim) was as
follows :—

“I have been 1 equested by my eldes'
brother, Dr. Mollison. to conuey his
apologies for his absence, on acoount
of his inability to make the journey
this morning, and attend at this Cere-
mony. On my own behalf, I desire to
thank your Shire President for his in-
vitation to me, which 1 was very

to receive. I do no tknow who
originated the idea of commemorat-
ing the Centenary of the first white
gettlement in this district, and in this
manney., Those responsible for the
erecticn of this Memorial Cairn are
to be congratulated for the way in
which the work has been carried out.
It is, certainly, substantial and well
buiit. Mr. Fullard has been generous
in providing the site on a part of the
original Pre-erntive right. It so hap-
pens, in this case, that I ame one of
thiee nephews of the two pioneers
whose names are engraved on ;this
obelisk. They were bachelors, and
consequently left no direct decen-
dents. A. F. Mollison arrived in Syd-
ney in 1834. Soon after he purchased
a8 Tun op, the H\Irrumblj_:‘lee and
stocked it. In 1836 he proceeded by
Sea from Sydney to Port Phillip,
where he inspected the country suit-

this and the district north of Mount
Macedon. Returning to the Murrum-
bidgee by the way he came, he with
the assistance of ticket of leave men
and shepherds, removed his stock
compriging 5000 sheep, 600 odd head
of cattle 28 working bullocks and 22
horses. Travelling south, and cros-
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. horses, Travelling south, and cros-

“he eventually reached this district ir
.| 1837, and was joined hy his brother

-| tien in having the opportunity to by

"| hardly tell them how grateful he felt

sing the Murray with some difficulty.

William in 1838,

“A 1un on the Coliban near Kyne-
ton ard Malmsbuy was also taken up
ad stocked.

My father arriving a year or twc
iater from the Old Country, residec
there for a time, prior to his appoint.
ment as a Commissioner on the go'd
fields at Bendigo and Heathcote.

“On behalf of the next of kin, sev-
eral of whom are present, including
the fair sex, I express their apprecia-

associated with local residents and
others in this Commemoration.”

Mr. Coyle, M.L.A., said he couly

for the opportunity of coming along
and joining with the people in the un-
veiling ce:emony. It brought home to
him the 1eason why a street he live

in in Berdigo in his boyhoed days | | wholehearted fashion.

bore the name “Mollison Street.” The|

district should feel proud of such

ablic spirited citizens as Mr, Fullard
and cthers who had associated with

ument was something to be preud of |

Mr. Russell Clarke, M.L.C., was the |
next speaker, and in his opening re
marks said he recently heard of a dis-
tinguished man from overseas being
called upon to address those assem-
bled at a function, and as he arose
he asked the audience what he woulc |
speak about. Instantly there was a

“| reply from one in the audience:
“| “about a minute.” (Laughter). So

1

proceeding, Mr. Clarke said on this |
occasion he would be brief in his re-
mnarks as there was a big programme
mapped out for the day. He was|
pleased for the invitation received tc
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him in this wonderful work: the mon. ' | taken by Mr. N. R. McGeegan,

HEeazca 10T LNE INVILALION received 1
come along and join in Pyalong's
lasting recognition to the great hear-
ted pioneers,

Mr. McEwan, M.H.R., said it was
very pioper that this present gener-
ation should recognise the woik and
foresight of the pioneers that made
possible to have Austiralia as‘it is to-
day. When one looked back and con.
sidercd the magnitude the task these
pioneers had undertaken,, in bringing
stock through hundreds of miles of
unchaitered country, over unbridge:
1ivers, one lealised :ind appreciated
the fortitude of these brave men and
it enabled us to carry on, fer there
was imuch to be done. The people of
to-day would I'e the pioneers of the
future.

Mr. James Maher then called upon
the crowd to give Lhree cheers for
the arhitect and builder (Mr. Norman
Fullard) and all who had been assce-
iated with him in the erection of the
obelisk. The large crowd replied ir

e ——

A panoramic photo of the people
aseembled areund the memorial was
photo-
grapher, of 154 Hotham Street, St.
Kilda.

s SRV L
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