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THE PENSHURST KAILWAY
ACCIDENT,

fAbridged from the Melbowrne Argun of $th

Nirerc. )

'ﬂulhmtim:irlnad{ which oecnrred on the
railway line naar Penshurst on the evening ol
Haturday, 1st instant, naturally eaused & groal
and painful semsation im the distriet. Poens-
hurel was erowded with people all day on Bun-
day, snd visitors to the scens of the mishap,
situsted about two and n-hall miles from town
on the Hawhkesdale-road, were numerous, The
navvies by Mesars, M'Neil on the
Panshurst %0 Korolt line are a s id lot of
men, sfrong, hardy, and behnved fel-
lows, and a lange of them are
oy ns ﬂu‘:d record l’nm.“.l.ll thosa
wore quite youngg men, s amongsi

the injured 1 i1 only one over B} vears of
age—namely, Buorna, & man of 50, whio, thoogh
terribly injured sbout the head, motually
walked into Penshorst after the aceldent, a
feat which fairly astonished the sxpericnced
physivinns who saw his wounda, It is quite
clear that the primary cause of the socident iy
to be found in the cimumstance that the truck
on which the unfortunate men wer being con-
u]ml was pushed belore tha engine Instead of
being Arnwn after it, Buch a procseding would
nob b permitied on & line working under the
mm!fm of the Victorian railways, but on &
line in eourss of construction and still undes

" the manugement of the contraciors ik may, i

T w w w— T w S

appears, bo done withoul tranasressing any
known rule, nnd il is almost inovitable that
trucks mhould womstimes bs propelled in
thin manner. Tha line is » single one
and 8 there are only a few shunting
lnces, trock that econveyed the men i
he scene of e accident on Batunday evening
was intended on the return journey to bring 1o
Penaburst a namber of married men who A
employed near Hawkeadale, anil whose enmps
e od near Penshurst township.  The in.
fention  was thal going to MHawkeadale the
truck should be P sl mhiead of thie engine,
and an the return jonrney it wie to bave boen

drawn  behind., The number of mien wl
eotored the troce st Penshind i variondy
eated at bwenly and thivty, mad it ds banl
obtain  information as o e rebt wowwl er
Tha truck cootuned obout twenty b
of chaff, and the evening being  ohlly
tha llllﬂﬂ ruiada ithemurltﬂ vommforts lile
npon it gelling  inbo mlg  cormers o
the wvalicle, Tha trock was  of e

ordinary light kind used for the conveynnoe o
ballast, the side being very shallow, not mars
than 18in. or Hin, high, l'{’I.un.- engine hnd been
lent o the contrastors by the Nailway D part

ment, and was ander e charge of Diriver
Jamea Edward Simpeom, slraoge W say ths
sane man who drove the engine by which a
woman was eul 1o pioces at & gate on the Ty

holme line & few woeks pee,  Chatlen Coplon
wad the fireman snd Patrick Peares Lhe puand,
It is nsnal for the guard o travel on tho e
truck in a long train, and W keep & lookout
from thet position, but for poma nnexplained
renson. the guard of this teain travelled on the
engine. It is presumed that, the truck bebng

erowded, he did this as 0 malter of e venienes,
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Pemilin nt-ll:‘.'ll"rf. where
nataed iristopher
heard his wtory,
wwnship. He gave in-
to Dr. Rweetman and 1o Constalile

Hall, and these, with Mr. George, the geneml
a pumber of oihier Penshuret

whre too lale in reaching him hie was
whkin out dead. The killed and wounded were
lnid om the bank wt the wide of (le rails,
aed Ghe berrible inumediste ¢ ol the
n—': ¥
ond wight othorn more or b sariously in.
jured. Two of the wictime hal waet theis
fato under the wheels of e engine. Thess
wire dJobn O'Donnell, who was cui eom.
pletaly o bwo, and Patrick MO, over whosw
neck the wheels of the looor tive passed, his
hread complelely sever:  from his ¥
ot it By o8 Mo ol o1 bt e
an [ T ek,
Hrunnﬁ_l:ﬁ-. A
" weln
h#dﬁ_k-hﬂumm
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