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John C nnwaj; B;rit;._
OUR FIRST OVERLAND MAILMAN

The Historical Society of Vietorin recent-
ly decided to creet n memorial in the Catho-
lic section of the Melbourne Cemetery, Unrl-
ton, gver the remains of Johu Conway
Bourke, Vietoria's first mailmang who died
on August 35, 1902, aged 87 years, Largelv
through the instrumentality of Mr, A, W.
Greig, of the Melbourne University stuff,
who is one of the principal authorities on
“‘Karly Melbourne,'’ sufficient funds wers
collected for the purpose, to which the St,
Patrick’s Bociety, of Melbourne, amongst
athers, contributed,

The memorial, whieh took the form of a
richly-earved nmrhle seroll, was unveiled hy
the President of Whe Historieal Raciety
Mr. T, Latham, on Saturday afternoon, the
11th inst, Mr. Latham sketehed the carecr
of John Conway Bourke sinee he left his
birthplace at Rathkeale, County Limerick,
incloding his arrival in Australia, and his
eattle-droving experience in New  Sonth
Wales, Tt was on Janaary 1, 1838, that he
undertook the very ﬂnngpmun task of CHYTY-
ing the first overland mail for Svines
through a trackless virgin hush, inhahited
by warions aboriginal tribes more- or less
hostile. Bourke's destination was YVasas,
N.B.W., nver 200 miles awayv, whore n Svd-
ney mailman would meet him to receive
the mail. He aceomplished his adventurous
journey in six days, after many exeiting ai-
ventures, including the awimming of the
Murray River. Tn 1837 liec had resened two
drovers from drowning at Howlong. This
voung Trishman, who was only 22 vears of
age, had shown great courage and resoureg.
Though not possessed of n compass, he
ghowed n wonderfully aceurnte sensge of di-
rection, He had blazed the track for future
use, and for his suceessors to follow, Dur-
ing 1838 he had ridden 11,000 milea on pos-
tal work. Wis achiovements resulted in an
uninterrnpted .postal serviee from then on-
wards. The Historieal Soeicty was preud
to homour suel a man, amnd to old his mem-
orial to the others commemorating heroie
decds, or events conneeted with the early
settlers of Vietoria,

Early Official Reports.
Mr. J. €. Westhoven, Deputy Controller
of Posta and Telegraphs, spoke on hehalf
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v we e ve v emeessneny  mew geassis sassseress s
of Posta and Telegraphs, spoke on hehalf
of his department, and produced a number
of the early official reports by Mr. Bourke.
These indieated that he was not onlv a fine
penman, hut a writer of considerable abil-
ity and discernment. Mr. Westhoven paid
a fine tribute to the courage and hoashieraft
of Mr. Bourke, whose serviees were highly
appreciated Ly the postal officinle of carly
Melbourne,  The discovery  of gold  aml
other attractions had enticed Mr, Bourke
temporarily away from the serviee, Tn later
vears, however, n prominent position was
given him at the G.P.O, and an inerensol
pension awarded by Parlinment inwicw of
his meritorious serviees. Comparative tahles
of the 1838 period, with the present one,
were given hy Mr. Westhoven, and proved
vory interesting. They showed the marvel-
lous development of the postal service in so
short a period,

Mr. JJ. F. Grogan spoke on hehialf of  the
St. Patrick's Society, and thanked the
Historieal Boeicty for its fine tribute 1o
Mr. Bourke, who, like Sir Jobhn O "Shan-
negsy, Edmund Ryan (‘Garryowen''), Nir
Charles Gavan Duffy, Alderman O'Grady,
and muny eother distinguished members of
lis socicty, were elosely identified with the
ir-i.ih'ﬁ.r life of n*ﬁﬂ'i' Melbonirne.

Mr. E. B Daly and Mr, J. B Coghlun
ulkn represented the St, Patriek's RBocicty.
Mr. Coghlan spoke of the kindness shown
him hiv Mr. Bourke, when he (Mr, Cogh-
lan) joined the serviee as a lad, The jn
niors were cver questioning  Mr. Bourke
about lis hush experiences, and nlwavs
fournd his reminigecnees very entertnining,

Mr. J. J. Bheedy, whose parents were
shipmates to Melhourne, of the Bourke fu-
mily, produecd an exeellent phiotograph and
well:preserved letters of Mr. Bourke. They
were relies of over 40 years ago, and were
examined with interest by the gathering at
the graveside.

Amongst those present were Miss Lilian
Brack, grand-daughter of Mr. Boorke and
her father, as well as other old friends of
the deceased. The widow of Jolin Conwnyw
Bourke, junior, also of the GO, wha is
now at Wodonga, sent her regrets for not he-
ing present. Mr, Patrick Rourke, of Cairns,
Quecnsland, and his sister, Mrs, “‘Tilly"’
Thorne, of Greenwich oint, Svdney, are
now the only surviving ehildren of Thomas
Conway Bourke. The memorial was execut:
ed by Measrs, Jageurs and Son Pty, Ltd., of
Parkville,
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