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Unveiling the Murchison State
School Honor Board.

————

The official unvelllog of the Murchia:n
State School Honor Holl took plage neo
the Mechanics' Inatitute on Taesday
evenlog last, and proved to bs a mus
interesting ceremony. As has been pro-
vionsly explaioed in these oculumns, Ehw
work of preparing the bosrd was nnder-
taken by the pupils of the Murchizon
Sloyd Bohool under the guidanca of their
instructor (Mr O. DBowen), and ths
finiahed aeticle stands as n memento of
the usefnloess of the Sloyd Schoola as n
medium for lostrusting the boys in a
gkilful art, method and carefnlness, The
board Is menufactured from Queenpsland
cadar, beanbifully polished, and in ibself
provides s striking illustration of flhe
great value of onr Australlan timbers fur
works of arb and general ueefoloess. Tha
workmenship of the monument reflacts
the [l;lrﬂitﬂut credib on the boys and their
temoher, to whom the best thanks of
the public of Murchison are dus for their
ingenuity sod enterprise, while a fine joh
has also been made of the Inseription.
The Honor Board carrles ths names of
no less than 98 old pupils of the scho.l
who have volunteered for servios, and wn
understand & faw more names hava still
to be added. The bosrd had been
temporarily erected on s stand om the
ataia. ab the Mechanics' Institate, snd the
task of unveiling it had boen allotted to
Hon. Hugh M'Eencdle, Minister for
Rallways and Water Supply In the now
defunct Pescock Government. Me E, J,
Gregory, chairman of the local Sehool
Oommittee, presided, and Mr M‘Kenzia
was accommodated with A seabt on his
.tight, The spacions hall was packed to
its ubmost holdiog capacity with an in-
tereated audience, and the procesdings
wore of A most enthasisstic nature,

After the siogiog of the National An.
them, the chairman briefly outlined the
objact of the gathering—to uoveil thaic
Stata Sohonl Roll of Honor. The core-
mony was belng beld in conjunction with
thoir Flower Day ocalebrations, and tha
money thus rajsed was to be devoted to
the Repatristion Fund. The Stata
School Scholars of Vietorla had already
raised somathing like a gquarter of a
milllon ponnds for patriotie purposss, and
£70 of that sum had been contributed by
the scholars of the Murchison school. By
that day's effort it was hopad that Mur-
chison's contribution would be raised e
£90. A scheme had recently been snp
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£90. A scheme had recently been ang
peated by the Department for the furm-
ming of proups to purchase war savines
certifientes, and he contended that a pub-
He mesting should ba held at Murchison
to further the matter. Before procesding
with the unveiling ceremony thay had »
short goneert programme to be rendered.
The programme was as follows: —

Song, '* Mother Machree,” Mise N,
Cloney ; violin aolo, * Schubert's Sonu-
tinns,” Miss Ohrissie Metealf ; sona,
Mise Mary DBiller; recitation, *' The
Lunding at Gaba Tebe,” Me T, Brisbane ;
song, * God Bring you Homs Agaln,”
Miss Wooleook,

The OChairmsn then iotrodused Mr
M‘EKenzie, and apologised for the abssnco
of Mr John Qordon, who had been un-
able to male his election engugzements
fit in with their celobrations. Mr M*Ken.
zie was an old pupil of the Murchison
Srate School, and It was most fitting that
he should be the man allotted ko unveil
thelr Roll of Honor. Mr M*Eenzie had
attended the fuoctfon that evening at
graat inconvenience to himself, aa hls
handa wera full with election mattars,
and he consldered they were under a'
great compliment to him. On the Honor
Board was inscribed the names of 98
old popils of the achool who had vu[un-|
teered and been nceepted for service, and
this was & record of which they conld bo:
justly proud. The board was ths work |
of Mr Bowen and the sloyd boys, and it
was s eredit to them, snd they ware de.
serving of the best thanks of the e¢vm-
munlty for thelr fine afort. (A.pplausa.}

The Hon, Hugh M'Kenzie said that bo
him this was an interestlng coremony, |
and he would have been extremely sorry
to have missed it. He felt prateful to
Mr Wooleock for having made the ar-
rangements ft In with his slection work.
As they were aware, he was an old paopll
of the Murchison State School. At the
age of six years hn had commenced schanl
at Marchison in LB60, and he had con-
tinned st the school uatil the end of Juna,
1863. At that time the schonl was con-
duacted in an old weather-board buildio
8t the sast end of Stephenson atrest, an
later they moved to the old brick building
In the vicinity of the railway lina. They
wors now possassed of o new and thor-
oughly equipped brick building, so they
could see things had changed consider-
ably since hisday. He hoped thay would
exeuse him for being reminisesnt, but
the proceedings that evening bronght it
all back £ his mind again. It gave him
great pleasure to uuveil thelr Hovor
Board, (Mr M‘Kenzie here removed the

Asn e foses bhe bhaca® ke abo .

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article131441618



Murchison Advertiser and Murchison, Toolamba, Mooroopna and Dargalong Express (Vic. : 1914 - 1918), Fric

Board, (Mr M*'Kenzie here removed the
drapings from the board to the aceom-
paniment of lond applause.) The names
of 88 old pupils were inscribed on the!
Roll of Honor he had just unveiled, and he '
undarstood that ten or a dozen of those
had made the supreme saorifice of war,
The men who mude the greatest sacrifices
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wara the men who died for their country.
for they dled that we might liva. (Ap
planse.) Awustralia bad sent over 300,000
j men to the war. **Sent " was pob the
| corect word to use, am these men had
[gnna voluntarily. (Applanse,) Of this
' number 30,000 men—or an avarage of 1
! In ten—hsd made the supreme easrifice.
| At present thara was not s silver llning to
' tha dark clouds of war that were haneing
over them, but he was nob pessimistic o
to the ultimate raseit, They wers there
that evening to pay a tribute to the brave
men who were fighting for them and had
died for them, and their Honor Board
would serve to perpetuats the memorics
of these glorions men. Ha trusted that
no more of their men would bhe
called upoo to muke that great sacrifice,
but if esoch proved to be the ease
thay should remember that these men
died as herces, for, to use worde of
Macanloy—
** How cin man dis better
Than facing fourful odds ;
For the nshea of hin fathera
And the tempies of his God."”

{ Applanse),

'%hu members of tho Murchison troups
of Boy Scouts then sang that fine sovg,
“For England,” the words for which
were compused by the In'e Private James
Buroa (nephew of Mra H. 8. Lagge).

After an interval of ron minutes the
musleal part of the programme wss con-
tinued as followa:—

Overture, Miss, Woolsock ; song,
“TLooh Lomond,” nsnd for sn encore
“‘ Bonnie Prinea Charlie,” Mrs Wool-
eock ; song, “' Tha Sunshine of your
Smile," Mise Smith'; song, ** When the
Troo coms Marching Home " {en-
oored), Miss {eanan.

A comprehonsive vote of thanlks,
moved by Mr E, 0. Parsons and seconded
by Mr W. G. Brisbans, & all who had as-
gigted in making the fuoction such & mue
cess, and the singing of the National
Anthem, brought a very pleasant even-
ing bo a dlose,
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