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Pioneering in the Ashburton

THE BATTLE OF MINDEROO

FES

internal reglons. wis no
Arbltratlen Court menu for the real
plonesra.

This party had o “walk-about" of
& thousand to accomplish,
the as the crow

would be under 700 miles. The
obhjective wis the Ashburton River,
where the Henry Hiver junc-
it. The contingent who had
included Timathy Hoalsy,
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ard the Government gave him
of lund on the Ashburton
was de-
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went overland from Perth to
Buy (now Geraldton), mnd
travelled to. Northamplion
dine copper mine; then
the course of the Murchison
River, which was followed for & good
distance until where It turns east be-
north £l thI:;""t ﬂ:w Which
1 e, W
entirely unsettled at that time.
went north, and at last
the Hemry, which they followsd
they reached the Ashburtom. It

i

won without any
casyalties, an to
eatablish a ranch. In the country they
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PERILS AND HARDSHIPS OF THE PAST

serioua casyalties, and {11
esatablish a ranch. In the country they
bad passed through and which they
had come to occupy, the natives were
absolutely wild, and had never seen a
White man; but such putives ars not
dangerous, for they are terrified and
regard the white man as sups=ronatural
They will iy at the sight of & pale
face and pever attack. It js only after
the niggers beceme accustomed to the
presence of the whites and gradusally
recognlss that they are only human
like themselves that they become dan-
mﬂu& Onee the superstititious fear
been reduced 1o zéro they begin
to think of killing the invadern. The
blacks regard the whites as usurpers
af thelr country, and fall to realiss the
poasibility of the two races eccupying
Lthe same territory concurrently. Again,
Whera the halives become mers fmunl-
liar with the hablis and foods of the
whites they get covetous and plan te
wipe out the intruders In order to get
posgession of their poodwm
Bhertly after arrival, Hooley, taking
Knight with him, went overland to
Roshourns and promised to send back
meat, as Were very SCarce,
and the station stock was too precious
to eat. lirsides, thelr supply of am-
munition wos very lImited, and they
could not shoot game, as it was want-
td for protectlon if the ndegérs be-
tome troublesgme. For the frst two
¥eurs the natlves were Inoffensive, put
then they gradgally [ er
sheep. The civilised na-
tive Tommy was sent to drive them
off, but with Instructions not to phoot
any; but Toemmy never
though tracks of his heorse were
found. From that on the wild niggers
ETEW more agmressive, and lighted fires
near the whites' camp, Lhough they
were never seen . themselves. Then
Morton Craig, who was at that time &
vouth' of 16, sent a Fortescue River
native to leok for Tommmy, but as he
also did not retorn within = week,
Young, (he huotkeeper, a recent re-
Cruit from the coast, was gent out 2§
miles to Investigate. He had only
gans 4 few hours when Ilu-l.th--ht
herd, who was another addithon to t
arrived,

¥ "‘-'r“ the Funw.h B
Eﬂhﬂ' WI mare, whic Was
ly spesred,

Hifl sald he had found the place
where Tommy had been killed and
eaien, Gnd expressed the opinion that
they would “never see that silly fool
Young aguln." However, Young did
turn up with Harry, a native., and it
was that he and Young
Ehould camp tegether for safety, but

Hill said hs preferred to remaln with
Charcoal, an - Ashburton native who
had been civiliced to ome sxtént: buat
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Charcoal, an - Ashburton pative who
h:ihmdﬂl:lledtohmuum bt
as things were getting serious they
were all to converge further down ths
river, for Hooley had instrocted them
to be Bt the comst by May of that
Lyear. Hill did not appenr at the ren-
dexvous, and when the rty reached
thewvicinity of hils camp his dogs came
bounding out, sreat delight,

::tmnluh_thumplﬁ;wu
.mign of HUL " The native then
l'tmﬁ 'thihldd!mmdﬁm‘l

hﬂ-ﬂﬂl in the sand,

Beveral dave old

'I"Im t.h- camp was found (o

and it was thought ‘that

Il had clearsd off to ths

Fortescus, as he had threatensd to do

That nlght was a bad one’for the

party, who feared an attack by the

hill!"l‘llliﬂ-nlluﬂ.r began 9 break,

while the dinguos ware play-

Ing havou with the sheep, Next morn-
ing prepara

tlons Werw n:.ldi for the
reftrest, and . Morton Craig amnd the
whhd:uhor went looking for Hill's

About a mlL!l and s half away
they came upon his body stripped of
jan  clothea, while his head had
" been terribly smuashed with a club,
was concliaded

Thin ls somewhat confirmed by
the suppesition that the nigger who
oo o g rmoor g Ml e fh .
| a LL 1 4 pearl

|.l'tluthl: Wil ll.ll:ﬂl.'\ﬂ e be |'l.|'l'nl;k‘|:'l-

with Cha
The murdey was reporied o the
Gouvernment Resident at Roebourne,

ind & punitive expedition was  sent
I!‘tum theres down Lo the Asbburton

[ Parqubar M'Cray was the leader, and

bhe had with hitmn W. Shenton (a bre-
of the lute Bir George), .Hld
Thatcher (a mr
brother of Richmond
was well known on l.hlculg.r
digFing=) snd olhera 'I"'M :I:Imhy

A few

“*"Twas Sabbath morn, the rising sun
hid not apgenred In view,
But day contested with the Night at
= lnuﬂp Minderoo;

e
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DUl Aa¥ COoOnueseag FI-I.. LOE SsAEng
lonely M

The cork-bark shed a sweel perfume,
the wild Ashimrton pea

Made gwester gtill the morning alr
angd birds ssang merrily,

What means this band of armed men
who ride on fery steeds?

Wha mission brings them thus abroad
that{ o much cauticn necds?

“Wow thro' the fading dusk they se=e
the dimiy burning fires
t sure betruy the crafiy oo who
nurse itheir grim desirés—
treacherous and cruel whe
steal from out thelr lairs |
ey be met with lmtm' and
on unawares,

*But enly Lthey see the whitem de-
plu}'w N‘II.I‘H’ the ri “ﬁ

And jumping cut they 601 the dawn
with wild discordant cries;

With kylles and with clubs they seck
t' intimidate their foes,

And then the battle rages fierce, with
casualties angd woes,

“NOWw, . had that barbed spoar
ane hair-trewdth nearer been,

By Heaven above! your wife and child
you never more had seen,

But Bob has caught the dusky brave—
hia sarthly course la Fun,
He'll never throw ancther spear,

view the setting sun.
“The leader of the savages with Merce
defiant cries
SuUll urges on his yelling borde—hut
reels pnd falls end dies™
Thatcher uws 2 rhymning war Ttorre-
apondent would not bLe too dull, and
sugwests that Philip Gibbs might re-
Heve him vivid® reporis from Armaged-
don by Invoking the muse, However,
the Hooley ente had to be aban-
doned, bur she tlcal couniry was
later on taken up by the late Alex.
T'orrest and Lord Forrest, and was
@ cesalully eslabliahed — barring-
droughts and dingoes. The preseny sur-
vivors of the 11 men who lefy Perth 51
vears ago are Mr. Mundey, who la 72
yoars of age mnd lives mt Gulldford,
and cur friend Mr. Morton Cralg, well
krown throughout the West ns o
siock-owner, He {1 was who supplled
the mbove ontlines of an interesting
episode In the enrly ploneering dayvs
Mr. Cralg still has his apprenticeship
indenture, legally drawn, snder which
Mr. Hooley was to teach him all the
features of sheep-farmlog. He had
many exciting experiences In battling
with nature and the nalives, and [er-
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