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Thare are probably few cltizens
still amongst us who can claim a bet-
ter acguaintance with the remot= and
little-known portions of the State
than Mr. H W. B Talbot, whose
earijest sxplapuiion work in Western
Australla dates back n matler of 37
years. Mr Talbot has besn connected
with the Freney Kimberley O Com-
pany as fiald ruperinteandent for some
yars past. and the axplomtory work
ks has as=isted in since his fArst trip
with ¥, & Breclman in 1881 has taken
kim from Carnarvon in the west o
Mt Gosse on the Bouth Aunstrulian
border. and from Wrndham n the far
north to Hopetoun on the southern
coast.

Mr. Talbot recalls the occasion when
Parliament granted a sum of 508
te equip am expedition o explore a
section of country in the mr north of
the Btate lying south-west of Cam-
bridge Gulf and north of the King
Range. ‘This was in 1531, and
few white men had been
belt of country. F. C
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command, Dr. Hounse was sttached ul
Saturalist, and Mr. Gibb Maltland was |
the geologist. Mr Talbot was 1 mem - |
ber of this expedition, which oum- |
bered 13, including two blacks. It wns |
rough ceuntry they had Lo travel, and{
they took with them 35 psck horses
and about 3 riding horses. Numerous
bincks were ercountersd. bul fo trou- |
blc was expericnced. The party was
AWAY vight months, and somwe good’
pastoral country was found. |
From 138 to 133 3Mr Talbot wgs
wilh the Geelogical =urvey Depart-
ment. and during that period he had
soms interesting experiences. He wau |
with the Canning expedition in 13ef.% |
ahd assdsled in the survey of the
Carning stock route. Lesaving ‘l'a"lluha]
ey procesded approximately oo
miles narth to Hall's Cresk, pulling '’
down 54 wells. There wore 26 in the
party, and Talbot was with Lthem ror
14 months altogether, bis neXt varis-
miﬁ:mmt‘muiﬂlﬂrmm,
Mr. Talbot s one of the fow 'hl.tl-!
mén whoe bave bheen speared by blacks
and lived to tall the tale This littls |
chapter in His eveatful !ife occurred
in 18i6, when he journeyed 1o
Bouvih AnstraBan border to report on |
an auriferops belt of counLry near the |
Warburten Range The party com- 1

prissd three whits men—E de Cour-
ety Clarke (at present Jecturar —n
gwology at the University of W Ay !
& man named Johnson and Tal-
bot—and their (ovestigations wero
dome By wmaking & base at I
sujtabile »spot and traversinz the
country Iu fiying tripe. On ans of |
| thess sxcursions they went o= far sas| |
as Ml Gosse which s on the Sayurh |
!"-u'l'lrt.'!i:;n border. and whils peaoe. |
| tully slacping ope broight  moonlight |
:l'L‘l:'hl ihavipg foilowed the bushman's |

|
&

Il‘u.nm of Ccamming in the open i i
range <counirvi treaherous oOpears
| carue fhyving throach the alr and i &
| twtnkling the du=iy thrawesra lhad
| vEnishedt ints thHe nighi lemving two |
wrounded expiorers 1o gEt buck
i Myillzstion as “eat they oould
Talhat's Ars ntimatlon that trou-
|Nﬂ had oeeured was a4 cry from
T N ——

Johason who was found with a masty
wannd n tha ler balaw the Eroln. As |
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Johason who was [ound Wwilh a Basty
wound n the leg below thae groln. As
Talhot made & move to sssist him ho
fiund he pad also received an lsspe
in the 1 srms. the black's paar
alsn going through a cardigan shirt
and mizx thicknesses of blanket and
tust mcretohing the fesh on his chest
Talbot bably owed his lifs to the
fxct thar likes n plentiful suphly
of blankets when slecping out—more,
parhaps, than the average cltizen.
Johnson's wound wos Tound lo be
serions, amd his companions had a
triing mins davs getting bim to the
base camp. Then followed a weari-
some and srduous (rek of 530 miles
te Laverion, the neorest civilisatiom,
ths journey mking nine or tem Wesks.
Jobhnson wos eveniually taken to
Tarih for mediesl treatment, but
wound continued to give him

and he died in the Perth Hospital
almost two Years slapsing boltwean
the spearing and his demise. Talbol's
wound did mot glve him much trouble
but bhe carries the scar ws & vivid
reminder of the sxpedition.

These are only a few of ths numer-
ous expediticns and survey trips Mr,
Talbot has undertalen, and be has an
intimate knowiedge of the remots
purts of the State that has been sc-
quired in the Meld of practical experi=
ence. Ho belongs o tat growp of
bushmen who ocould take chaps ke
Michzel Terry into a hondred-acre
paddock up north and loss them.
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