HOW GRIM DEATH CAME
TO ELLIS BANKIN

ALICE SPRINGS, Tuesday. — The full tragedy of Ellis Ban-
kin, the Victorian schoolteacher, who died on an adventurous irip
in the great interlor of Australin, is nw;;r& w& the r;:iumml“
Alice Springs Last t of the party led e Depuly Adminis-
R i {Mr Carrington) which buried

trator of the Northern Territo
buried him where he was fmrE.

On two occaslons Bankin had eircled

his tracks, and once he was hoaded in
|n direction which would soon have
| brought him to waier, but after & short
distancs he turmed back.

He was found lving bealde his bievels.
|tully clothed, his head restng on his
|arma and his knees dawn up. He had
died from exhaustion and thirst, there
still being food in hls tucker box
|w“fl1lhl bldw:hlwu“ l;n:“n ﬁlh‘*
Wt n . an-
:m:'nui'.f.nh last hogra e had

srawling aroumd from one slde 1o the
other as the fierce sun burnt merel-
lemaly down.

| A heal wave prevailed at e time,
{und he could not have lived M hours
lafer ks water supply gmve ot

| Mr Carrington observed thmt trechks
=|'|r had made lest year had beon orossed
|by  Barhin, bul spparenily the dying
\man was oo weak W0 potice them, and
{he mever reached Awers Rock. He laft
Emabeila on January 13, and died thres
da¥s Liter, and Mr Carrington was as-
"tounded that he was abbs 10 get as far

ar he dil

Mr Cartington snd his party had an
ardusus ten days  jeurney, and sl one
period ﬂﬂe_lﬂ'udcr had nn]} thiee hours'

inooslEiy

rat they gof in touch st Lande Vale
with Mr Victor Dhimas, the Northern
Territory cuttleman, who fonnd Bankin's
body last Thursday, 1¥ mile from Lynda
Yale From there it fook them two
hwurs 40 travel five milea by car, and
they walked the rest of the distance to
where Hankin wan lyving.

'f‘-'lr.¥r bud te leave the ldcyele. bul
after burving Bankin af the spot where
he had died, they i his per-
sonal  bed ngs, lo held §ill  the
relathves ip te their wishem.

National Library of Australia

i
soughi what little shelter it offered,
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