THE FIKST EXECUUTIONS 1IN PORY
PHILLIP.
Jasvany, 1842) :

Bob and Jack, the Vandiemonisn Aborigines,
gonvicted of the murder of twe sailors wt Wes-
teru Port, were the first persova hauged in
Melbourne, and their cxecotion was esgerly
looked f.r by the thoussnds of people who feli
mocbid curiosity to witness the departure of the
weelches out of the world, Al er their condem-
pation snd removal 1o the condemned e¢ll, the
culprita) pegurded their position with much
levity, nad were confident; almuost to m certain' ¥,
that pot only would the extreme ssntence be
mitigated, but that they would be pl:duuud'll-
together, and permitted 1o retorn to Yan
Dieman's Laud. Their minds seemed posssssed
by & deiirious sntcipation of the plessure thay
would experience iu guing home to the Old
Hunting grounds of their raco, and the zest with
which they would remume those habibs anud
customa of sboriginal life over the water, which
they had voluntarily abandoved years before ;
sod whenever they had the chance, it was a
souree of much anfr-:m-nl to them Lo indulgo in
the expression of such feslings 1o 1he priscn
sitendsnts, But when 1he day wes fixed for
their exegotion, snd they besame vensible of the
fact, all their castle-building was knocked to
pieces—the fairy fabrice constructed by the
imagination dissolved like wist, and the dack
baok of impending death stunoed them,  Bob
grew sulky sod teciturn ; confessed him guiit,
but declared that the woman bad instigated the
murder in vengeance for the death uf some of
their Iriends who, they rnid, had been bitled sl
Port Arthur. Both wers allowed to amiks in
; but on their lust eveniog Bub knocked off

is pips, sod refused to partake of any fuod ;
whorens Jack on the other hand, grew positively
jully, snd, so far [rom manifesting apy diminu-
tion of appetiie, disposed of & soppir consistivg
of balf 8 4lb loaf, & ‘b 3 peonikine of tes, andg
by way of promoting good digestion, laughed
and joked immoderately sfter. His ﬂ?t B Wan
by no means oeglectad, apd having pulfe vniil
he was tired, ho handed the olay to Beb, who
refused it with s passionate wave of the hand,
whereat Fack told him he wes & {00l and mighi
sa well enjoy the good thiogs of life ta the eod.
The Rev Mr Thomson, the Chorch of Englund
minister, passed o poed portion of the night
with them, wheo both lwiened with stiention to
his exhortations, though ihe impression made
on thein was not the same, bBob sermed much
affec'sd nod oomirite, weeping piteously at
intervale, but Jack was Uhe tmperscpation of
callovs indsfference  Mr Thomson did vot leave
them wotil 2 a,m.; when they retired to rest,
aod oach slept for a conple of hours, At 5 o'click
breakfast wasserved, nod Jack devoured  ver 3lb
of brvad, washed dowu in bwo pannikios of Lea,
but Bob eould eatl wothing, thoush by drank o
little. Jack next consoled himeell with o long

and last smoke, alter which their prieon cluthes |

were changed for cleam trouwsers, shirts, smi

stockings, and dorieg this wilet Juck laughed, |

snapped hin tingers, snd shouted **that ho oido't
cars & fig for auything." [ls said he wan uite
cortsin he was going to his father, 1o ba happy
with him kangaroo huntiug over the ves ; he also
expressed a belief Lhat hie hnd thres hesds, wiz:
—uoe for the galliwe, mnother fur the grave,
and the third the be-t for Van Dieman's Land.
Bob remained silent ell through, complerely
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Bob remained silont sll through, compleely
unmanned, At 7 o'clock, the shenifl and chap-
lain arrived, when the guoler summ oed all 1he
haods to mitend divioe service in the prison
yard, At ten minutes to eight, n covered cart,
drawn by two grey horses, was driven up oul-
side the door, which wss opened, through «hich
the priscoers ﬁ:u-d aistly owt into Cullina:
street, and on being tﬂd to do an, got inte the
vehicle, followed by two constables, Thausanda
of persuns were congregated all round, and such
wan the jostling ano gonfusion, thet a poty of
mounted police in sttendsnce had diffioulty in
clearing & way for the death eart, which soon
movred slosly ahead, surrounded by the shout-
ing, laughing multitude, to whom it sppearsd to
be & fiue morning's fun. There wes nu private
Execotion Act then jn force, and it was neces-
gary that the hanging of crimioals should bae
performed in public. There was no horpital,
publia libeary, or courthouse to break the
wild open couniry north of Lonsdale sireet, and
the walls of the intended new goul were only
up to the height of sume ten or twelve fest,

The place of ezecution was tixed on a greem
emioence soma yards north-west of the western
extremity of the pressnt old gaal, sbuut where
the mod=ra wing termioates, near Bowsn street,
Approsching the spst from Swanston strool there
was 8 gontle scclivily, the ground was ErLssy,
and evarywhers about wes not unlike s ferest o
the commencement ol pariial reclamstion from
ita original savagury, studded with large trees,
sad presenting to the townspeople in the inspir-
fug freahness of the iufant day a prospect to be
nuw looked for in vaio, Ou this cecasion there
was & ghocking mismansgament in the construc-
tion of the scaffuld, which wae & kind of narrow
shaky stage, Lhas throwntoge her —twostoytup.
rights were sunk in the ground shout twelve
feat apart and to the top of esch wun mailed o
beam round which the ropes were wwiaced,
Banesth, at a height of half o dozes Best, un
sighteen - inch plsnking of wond =as l:lamhdl
from each epright, and in the ceutre, ney six
feet long, was the drop, i, s portion of plasrk
working oo a hinge at ope end and susisined
by several bricks nud s piece of quarteriug ai
the other. Around the quartering was luoped
B piecn of stout cordage, tha wther BXiTEmily
of which was (un a sigosl frum the hangman)
to ba pulled by a prisoner of Lhe Crown, sta-
tiuned close by for the purpose. When the
cord was drawn the quartering and bricks were
supposed 1o come awuy, the drop fall, sud Lhe
hapuing be dune, Nothing could well be im-
agined mote sownty and insecurs ; in faot, {b
wia only a degrea removed frum the prover'sial
“* bugket,” the kicking of which is suppes,d to
hwilaummmm:] the oeigingl form of Engliah
hanging. In the present instance the wopdar
was that either or both of the culprite did alip
off and come to grief, or thut Jack Ketch did
not topple over and do hiwself harm. 0 being
placed beside his companion, Bob was seized
with soch a fit of shiveriug as to make him
knock against Jack, whu bepan Lo tremble by
the contsct. The executiover lust po time inl
giving the tinishiog touch to hin AIPapgaments,
und st Inst the ropes wers secured, and bh;
white cape pulled down over the klack [acrs. |
The chuplain uaderuesth had been reading the
L T R

" ANEMAL sigaalled 1o th -
below and the drop fall, hft n harrible .ZJ:":'&
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e ousewe,  ue csngmoag sigoalied to th g
below and thedrop fall, 'hﬁt n horrible -:m:
|lr|ng1l'|.'|:1ul'll. followed. The ligature round the
brick and timber wupport when tugged st so
worked that whilst the bricks were disploced the
pivoe g_f wood soltled obliguely, causing the
" drop " o deseend only hnl?wq, snd thus the
two poor wretchos got jammed, and twined and
writhed convalsively in & manoer that horrified
even themost hardenod, until m bystaoder had the
prassace of mind 1o kuook away the quariering
nud the removal of the chairnetion cleswring the
fall, Jack died ins'antanscusly, but Bub kept on
atruggliog for sorge minutes lunger.
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