HE announcoment in The Herald

thnl n bronse memorial (RLIGL Lo
the lata Johm Dias woe to be
pnvelled of the Trodes Hall todny
heouphl memaries ta mo of thoso stir-
ring times of 1908-3 {p Broken HIIL
when the grenl loek-out (or =triko
acerding to the polnt of wlow) wwas
In progress, of Intimate and interost-
"ing: conversalinng  In which 1 wae
| capt for the lstener's rolo, nnd which
~ave me gn |pslght Inte ons of the
lmort wersatlls minds the |IRilosteial
:'L.n.l_'u,r mbvement kn Australlm hie pro-
daeal: and of wiorles of adventiurs In
|pirr owm out-bark  and  in Bowlh
rAamerica, 1t alen tonl; mo post Dhsts
[ter thue Trodea Hall, for 1 was onxlooe
o g IF the meulpter hiod donn jostice
tee iy el frlomd
ar Aret recollectlon of Jobn Dlas
'ty that of o stout, Jarh man, with
Uhenvy featores, and o Oowing brown
mooEtmehe He wnos ploving solo
whiat fir amall =takes |0 the Temn.
eratie Ciuh n Proken HI Enwnrdid Lha
wid of December In VI8, when men's
feollngs were ‘nflamed Ly one of this
niger bliger]ly [ought lodasivio] oo-
thicis ever KEnewn In the Common-
| wmenll b

rhors thete that night were Tom
Munn, whe wna EhorTily to be arresied
on 4 ocharge pf sedibion and rioting:
|"H-ll|'l.'" Mu'ty., then president of tha
Aninlparnated Miners'  Assocletion.
fang header of the Combined Loackout
Committes;  “Broe Polilughorna,
who wias then amnd wtil] e regoedod
ne pne af the Barrier's InduFirial
heroes, beoauss his artlvilies in the
lupg-Tought sieike of 182 varned him
a  term  of Imprisonment; Jabez
Wrighi, pfterwards member of
Leginlatlye Amembly in  New
Wales, the undertaker whose term of
affice an mayoer of 1he Bilver Clly wan
the moest miormy in the history even
of troubled Brolen FI dozens of
ither Harriey ldentiiles, many of
whom are atill well koown on  the
great wiver-tead field. while others
have dropped out of slght: and a few
visiting Labor Parliamentirians,

Ritting calmly at the eard table and
playing a8 wanderfully d game—I1
found mfterwards that he did every-
thing wel| that he undertock, putting
hiy wWhule heart and soul rIm.l:n the
work of the momeni—Jlack Diae
seemed the least Impressive of all
thot  groal thronk, Thal was unti!
ofes pow  Ris eyes—Dbrown oyed, Lha
ofea of & vidonary., They aaplnined
why hig advice was sought and his
opinlons  accepléd by men whoso
names werd binmoped forth through-
out the length and breadih of ihe
Commonwanith sa those who were
Hghting the Jusi causs of the dowp-
trodden miners, or wWare rUining ohbs
of Auostralin’s greal primary Indus-
t:;;n—-ﬂp.ln asccording o the point of
view.

Dias had g remarkable caresr. For
yeara beford his death he was secre-
tary of the Amalgamated Soclety of
Carpanlers, In 1916k ha rapro-
sented Awmtrolia at the Ueneral Coun-
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Memories of John Dias
Union Pioneer and Adventurer

By L.JLW.

] ¥ m
ia artendsd
whola of Ltha iimh- world.

Bul his ax [ e theg Ausiras-
Han trados uplon oiovement dobed
from o much ecarlier period;, ond
coversd every Stals on the malnland.
He was kbhown Orom York to
Cape Otwuy, from the Oulf of Car-
paniaria (o the Lasuwin. In I.In&

de.agates the

powertiz]l Austrolion VWorkers' Union,
und when that arganlsation was se-
tablighed by the amalgnmation of o
numbsr of smaller bodies ho ‘was
eleoted presldent of  the porthern
bronch, oumbering 4000 members,

Whila edcup¥ing this position Dlas
went through o pumboer of atormy eX-
porleneos as chalrman of the ugh-
vndrn sirike camp in the shearers®
Etrike, Tradea onlonlsm wea not
then the power that It has sinoe be-
coame. Acts that are now parfect
lepul, ar at worst merely irivial -
fences punishabls by a Ane of £1 o
B3, woere then serious misdemésnors.
FFasling ran high. The CGovernment
rent modetachment of mititks to Hogh-
vndon, Thoap and o number of othors
word nrreslsd om B charge of cons
mptracy, rnd 23 of them wera sen-
teneed Lo termia  of  Imprisdament
ranglng from two to three years,

Iy 1493 Jdna resigned his position
with the AW.U, Lo embark on what
wiay porhops the groutest advencure
af his (ife, That was & memornbla
vear for many Australians, for then
the altempt was made to asablish In
Faraguay o communal ssitlement,
known as “New aAustrulla’ which it
wni hoped would realise the {deals of
demderacy and unloblsim.

The leader was Willlam Lans, foun-
der angd tret ediier of the Queensland
Waorker, the plopesr Labor jouroal of
Australin. D wosE onag of hls ek«
Lonants.

The high hapes w=ith which the
expaditlon set forth wers ot destined
to be reallsed. Human patures was
ton strong. and what was pepected o
develop Into a modern Utopla quickly
became o hot-bed of internal dissen-
glon, 1l-luek dogged the new saiile-
menl In every way, Early crops
fuifed, and soon the small stock of
money the sottlers hod taken with
them began 0 dwindle. Ultimately
it falled aitogether. Then ensoed the
Apectacie, in thin mettlement whers
everyone had egreed that all praperty
should belong fo ths communiiy, of
mosl of the seitlers trving o sslzo
for thelr own excloslve use sveryihing
that wos In might.

Th's did not sppsal to Dias. He wos
an lfealist and though bhe contended
thut the ldeal was bath right and prac-
ticabls, he admitted that thai attempt
l'f.lip“tf it |I'Il...itl 'pri.t‘.{i:ﬂ‘ h.-i fllnd.

arofors. he returned te Anstralls,
and Lanes went 1o New Zealand.

Tt was {n 1588 that Dias oame
brek to Australle, when the West Aus-
trulian goldfalds waere hmmlm and
he immediately went there. woi
m“..“Ei"“ f the Kal»
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