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MEMORIAL AVENUE. |

TREE PLANTING IN
LEONGATHA.

LARGE GATHERING OF
WORKERS,

Never in the history of the
Bhire of Woorayl has so much
eathusiaem been shown in &Ny
public movement as on Baturday
last on the occarion of the
planting of trees in memary of
goldiers whe have leflt the district.
At o meeting of the Progress
Assopiation it was decided to
plant an avenue of trees along

the road from the Leongatha
butter factory 1o the Labor
Colony, and on the road that

leads from the town to Mount

Eccles and Fairbank., The Hhirel

council was approached, and con-
sented to defray the cost of the
tree guards, and the sngineer {Mr
Bate) " pegged out the land.” Mr
R. deC. Shaw was appointed pre-
gident and Mr Wm. Wutson
secretaty tn the tree-planting
committes, Evarything was ready
to etart at Y o'clock on the
morning of June 22nd. An appeal
was made to relatives and friends
of soldiers throvghout the west
riding of the shire to assist in
the work, and the response was
moast gratifying to all concernod.
To have placed the tress on the
Lecngatha Recreation Heserve
would have been a p%r:‘ll‘ahiﬂl
movement, o 1t was decided Lo
plant the avenue outside the
townehip boundary, when more
interest would be taken in the
damonstratinon hv npeanla in the
suorrounding districtz.  The crowd
that assembled on Saturday proved
that the site chosen was n wise
one, for there was hardly a family

for miles around that was not
raprezsanted. When the country
peopls are interested in  any

undertaking, a pusrantee can at
once be given that they will be
there when wanted, oespecialiy
when the work is in connection
with the soldiets, There were
fully 200 pressnt with =pado,
shovel, axe, saw and hammer tn
lend o helping hand, and every
calling was represanted—larmers,
dairymen, contractors, carpenters,
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dairymen, eontractors, carpenters,
'husiness and professional men.
I"'-'h"urk progressed  rapidiy, and
shortly aftar £ pau, the avonne of
trees from the butter fdelory east-
ward was comploled, with guards
in position. By 4 o'eleck the
work was finished, and will he a
memaorial for ganerations theoma
to the brave lads who anlisted
from the district 1o fight far their
eountry in a timo of peril. The
Speaker of the Lezialative As.
sembly, the Hon. J. E. Mackey,
was amongst thosy present at the
tree planting, and showed o keen
interest 1n the wark., Beaefore
leaving he was called upon tu
plant a tree in  memory of
General Birdwood, who was
g0 much admired and respected
by the  Awostralinn , saliliers,
230 elms and evergreen oaks
were  planted alternawely fo the
avenied, A visitor from Western
Australia, Mr. John Livingston,
took great interest in the wark, and
devoled several days 9 the pre-
paring of the holed for the trees,
which was a great help on Saturday,
'ﬂ“'i Iii‘q FIEI"'r'il;‘-{.‘H wereg l““i!ll :I'!.!,l-
preciated, The ladies did  their
paert in nemiost untiving manner by
providing refreshinients and earned
the thanks of the workers and com.
mittee alike for their kindness,
Tables were laid under the butter
[sctory verandah, and notwithstand.
ing the ' attack in dense formation™
wade upsn the good things thereon,
ampie remained for zale at termin-
stion of the day io aid of the Tund,
- Nomeplates for the troes are being
donated by Mr. F. W. Morris, and
a collection taken up to defray the
cost of inscribing the names of
snldiers realised nearly £33

A blow from the hutter factory
whistle was the call foru " spell
oh,” and a eup of afterncon tea
and light refreshments prepared
by the ladies. Mr R. deC. Shaw,
|chairman of the tree-planting
committee, in introducing the
Hon. J. E. Mackey, said that the
Member for Gippslund West was
always willing to respond to the
call to visit any part of his con-
stituency. It was gratifving to
gsea such a large band of workera
to do honor to the lads who were
fighting on the battletields of
flurope. Unly recenlly a  wel-
come social was given in the
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coma snocial was given in the
Leongatha Mechanice Hall to
guoldiers who had returned from
the front and the presenting to
them of certificates, ond there
had never been such a largs and
represantative gathering ut any
pravious fumetinn., He felt sure
that no lubor, trouble, expense or
self-sacrifice was too preat in
doing honor to the soldiers that
afternoon in the planting of trees
in memory of * our boys™ It
was felt that 1t was the daty of
the residents to do something to
commemoratn the sacrifice made
by the boys at the front, wha had
given their Tives Tor King and
Country. The residents of Leon-
gatha, after muture considera-
tiop, decided to plant an avenue
of trees to their memory, and the
shire council consented to defray
the cost of the pwards. It was
only the intentinn of the com-
mittee to commence the work
that day, but ultimately a tree
would be planted in memory of
every boy who had left the dis-
trict. Raelatives and parents of
soldiers were asked to care fur
the tree that bore the name-plate
of those dear to themn. Ho ap-
pealed to the youths {o treat the
trees as something eacred, and
always remember that they were
plantzd in memory of their
brothers or mates. He (Mr
Bhaw), on behall of the com-
mittes, desired to apecially thaank
Mr Livingaton, a relative of Mr
Wm. Watson, for the valuable
assistunce lie bad given, for he
bad epent severa! days in mark-
ing out the positions for 170 trees.
He had also been requested to
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thank Messrs Jack Aberdeen and
W. Collins for tuking up the trees
from the nursery, Mr Thos. Weir
for presenting them, and Mr
Gould for his help; the latter
having travelled from Warrenheip
to ba present. A good deal of
expense would be incurrad in
placing the names of soldiers on
the itrea guards, so an appsaal
would be made for £50. Those

desiring to help could give their
|nnmﬂn i tha dnndatare for anv
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desiring to help could give their
names to the egcratary for any
lamount they felt disposed to
donate.

Mr Mackey was received with
applausa upon being called on to
daliver an addressa, He said
that when arriving at the station
and bming driven down to the
butter factory, it gave him the
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wonder, to see a hand of 200 men
working so  energetically and
willingly in Buch a memorable
undertaking aa the planting of
trees  in memory of district
soldiers, There was no shirking
ar slacking, for to them It was a

labor of luve and not o task. One
conld imagine & wvisitor from
another part of ihe world, upon
goeing such anthusiasm, asking
what it all meant. And admir-
ation would be expressed when
informed that it was to erect a
permanent memaorial to those who
| had fought to saleguard the future
| of their country, The [ads had
not gone from Australia’s shores
in aspirit of mud adventure, for
aons of Englishmen, Irishmen
and Seotechmen had Felt the call
to duty. The Britiah race, which
was 4 power on aarth, was tlireat-
ened with extinetion, for 8 con-
fapiracy had been batching {or 50
vears to  destroy the British
Empire. All that liberty stood
for wasatatake, and New Xealand,
Cana‘dn and Australia went ta the
asgietance. of the Maiher Land.
Britain was tha home of democ-
racy, and the British Parliament
waa the mother of parliaments,
It was felt that unless they took
time by the foreleck the world
would be menaced and the British
{Empire would be lost. They were
proud to be Australians, and they
also felt that they were Britishers
as much as those who stayved at
home in the Old Country. They
wara inheriters of the glories she
hrad won as well as those in Eng-
land.  When the Hmpire was
threatened the call to the race
was well responded to, and the
men fros: the dominions went to

fight to safeguard the DBritish
Empire as well as Auvstralia. In
the present war the future of

Australia was to be determined.
They were afree and independent

people, and had a Governor Gen-
haivé -
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peaple, and had a Governor Gen-
vral to wateh over them, but he
would be recalled at any time if it
were desired. (erman writers
and stufesmen ware openly avow-
ing that if Germany won the war
she would wrest Australia from
the Empire. Australin had all
that Germany wonted in the
future—wonl, meat, hides, leather,
butter, wheat, und matals, It was
the best eountey on tha globe for
eojonisation, and if the war ware
lost Australia wonld he (German-
s,  Although ther Liad a little
over fve million peopls in such a
vasl  streteln of territory, the
libarty loving people of Australia
would pever submit to the in-
domitable  power of Germany.
Our boys bad gone to the war o
prassrve  all  that  the people
eherirhed, anid riskesl their lives,
wered returned broken in health
and parmanently dis:bled, in arder
that the people may live in com-
furt at home. Never since Napo-
lean had Britiang bheeg thrastened
as  to-day, and  Ausiralis was
little known then. To-day the
people of the ddistrict had met
thal some permatent memorial
should be made o lust for all
time in memory of local soldiera.
As long as people used the roads
leading to Leonzatha, the averne
of trees would remind theni of the
boys who had done 50 mueh for
those at heme, Whep they re-
turned they would by resiored to
their old positions, aud everything
made a8 favorable [or them as
wien they went to the front. It
was the local men they wanted
here, wliom they know and wers
interasted in, and land should e
found for those wiho desired if,
He congratuluted the peopla of
Leongatha who initinted such a
movement a3 thal to-day., When
eaxch man returned he could seak
his tres, and say, this is “my"
tree, and would feel proad that
the people had remembered them
when they were away, He (Mr.
Mackey) hoped that the movement
would  spread  throushout the
Stats. They trusted that when
peace was preciaimed it would be
4 victorious peace, for never in
the history of the world were the
Allies 5o onited as to-day. Ha
hoped that this time next year
they would he able to meet apd
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they would he ableto moet

and
celabrale paace, {Applause,)
Mr Bhaw then asked Mr

Mackey to plant the first tree in
the avenue 1n memory of General
Birdwood, who was held in such
high esteem by the Australian
soldiers. After planting the tres,
Mr Muckey referred to the good
work done by General Birdwood,
and spoke in the most compli-
mentary terms of his successor,
General Monash, who was so wel|
known in Melbourne,
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