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FLAQUE UNVEILED TO LATE
SISTER IRENE SINGLETON.

A service which will be long remem-
bered for its patriotism, polgnancy and
dignity was that heid outside the Me-
morial Hall at Mafira on Sunday af-
ternoon, the occasion being the unvell-
ing and dedication of a memorial!
plarque of opus sectile mosaic in honor
of the late Sister Irene Bingleton
(AANS), daughter of Mr. R. G. D.!
and the late Mrs. Bingleton, of Rivers-
lea.

| The inscription remds:—

“Irene A. Singleton (AANBS.),
who gave her life on service at
Muntok, Bangka Island, Bumatra, |

| 20th Pebruary, 1045.—We will re- |
member."

Mr. C. A. Cameron (President of the |
Maflra and District Patriotie C{lmmit-|
tee) was chairman, while Mr. M. H.'l
McMahon (President of the H.aﬂra|

|

Sub-branch of the Servicemen's Lea-
gue' was in charge of the guard.

Four sentries, In uniform, represen-
ting the three fighting services. were
stationed at the entrance to the Me- |
morial Halll. They were Messts. J. |
Neale and J. Clement (Army), R. An-
ketell iNavy), and N. Bhaw |Air|
Force)!. Members ol the RBL. in-
cluding local and visiting returned Sis-
ters of the AANS., formed a guard
of honor on each side of the enl:rance_|

Upon the arrival of Colonel A. M.|
Bage, matron-in-chief of the Austra-
lian Army Nursing Services. an in-
spection of the guard of honor took
place.

The proceedings in the Memonal
Hall mmanad with an addrees hvr WMr

National Library of Australia

Gippsland Times (Vic. : 1861 - 1954), Monday 28 July 1947, page 4

MEMORIAL SERVICE AT |

4 MT LTS

Hall opened with an address by Mr
C. A. Cameron, President of the Pat-
riotic Committee, after which Cr. J.
A, Johns, M.L.A., said:

“To-day in this [riendly atmosphere
of mingled sympathy, pride, honor and
respect we, the citizens of Maffra and
district, are met to pay tribute to the
life and work and sacrifice of one of
our number, Sister Irene Eingleton.

“By sympathy we mean that which
we feel, have felt, and desire to ex-
press to her family. They have sul-
fered grievously.

“The impact of war upon this quiet,
unsasuming, very honorable family 1s
known to most, if not all. present. Its
character is worthy of the honor of
public recital.

“Irene rests in the East, Ken and
Doug on the arld African shores of the
Mediterranean. It seems appropriate,
at this stage to mention. too, the ser-
vice of the husband of Valerie, Major
Fell, whotn we are honored and happy
to have present with us to-day. As the
result of the rapid conquest of Greece,
Major Fell languished for a number of |
years. anxious ones for him and his,
ag a prisoner of war in German hands.i
Seldom in the annals of Australlan
history will it be found that the exig-
encies of war have exacted so heavy
toll from any one Australlan house-
hold. OQur pride to-da les mn the fact
that during their lifetime those w» re-
call lived and moved Among us gs uae
uf rurselves, ‘They Mved we av we
ghall hoped to hev2 lived sincerc
temperate, courtenus charitable. indus-
trious, loyal to their . urch and Btat:
in every way shinzinz xamples of ull
that is best in British ‘lriz-nship.

“In this T am -emioded of Lhe ad-
vice of Viscount Montg mery to Aus-
tralin on the oerasin of hiz reeent
visit, In this he laid per  emyphagis
on the building » 1 trong national
i rheracter a2 th2 .1 ep to natirmal
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rheracter a2z th2 1< ep to natirmal
defence. How worthily do the lives of
those we think of to-day fulfil this
requirement.

“Regarding the honor due them,
1 must confess some difficulty in
framing & definition adequate to the
occasion. Shall we say it ¢ the exis-
tence In our neart of a deep sense of
debt, coupled with a frustrated or re-

‘| pressed desire to say ‘hank you perso-

nally to those whn were prepared to
serve—did serve—and, a'as, tn the
point ~f supreme sacrifice.

“Respect to-day in general terms s,
for the name of Sineleton In mare
precise application it will be for the
memory of a noble woman, member of
a noble profession, martyr to a noble
cause.

“Mr. Chairman, in clrcumstances
like these one could say, and do, much
extolling virtue, duty, sacrifice and the
like, but then we know there is no
material equivslent for the kind of
sacrifice we are present to pay homage
to to-day.

1 trust, therefore, that what I have
endeavored to convey concisely, con-

must be assoclated with such an oe-
casion llke this there will happily be
sengtd the presence of a #pirit of in-
spiration, joy, even exhilaration. By

that we mean that the name on the
niarmis which fe ahot A e dnvailad
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placque which s about o be unveiled
by our distinguished guest, Culonel
Bage, will be Tor us who have survived
by the deeds and sacrifice, a standard
by which we may from time to time
messure up our own public worthi-
neas. In this 1 suggest, Mr. Cameron,
we shall have done well i, perhaps,
we have as yet just falled thus high
{in our regard for the name of this
(graclous lady of revered, fragrant,
grateful, affectionate remembrahce—
| Slster Irene Singleton.”

The hymn. “O, God, Our Help in
Ages Past,” was sufg by the assem-
blage to the accompaniment of Mrs.
S. Bhaw at the piano. |

During the course of her stirring
'l.l'ld appropriate address, Colonel Sage
| said she felt it a very great honor to
be asked to be present at the cere-
| mony, She felt that nurses of the pro-
'!udnn—emcinllr members of the
| Bervices—had done a tremendous job.
| Nobody knew what they had gone
through on the various fields of ope-
| rations, but, wherever they went, they |
did their part. It was their priviiege |

to do for others what they could not
{ do for themselves. "The more you pul
{ into life," continued the speaker, “the |

more you take out of it.” Those nur-
ses went through a terrible ordenl, one |
'which no other woman considered
could be done. and which she r}emutl}'f
hoped would never have to be done
again. As a prisoner of war Sister |
|Bing]etnn showed splendid courage |
|and was an example to others, It |
meant she had given all that one wo- |
man could give. Because of Lhe great
gift she gave she f{ulfilled her mission
on earth, while others had got o go
an. Through her memory we should
not lose sense of values and forget the
deeds of those who passed on. J'

Matron Sage then unveiled the tab-
let which is placed alongside a simi- |
lar memorial to the late Sister Loule
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lar memorial to the late Bister Loule
B. Riggall, of the 1914-18 war. |

The observance of one minute’s sil-
ence was followed by the sounding of
The Last Post and Reveille by M:.
Viv Kruger,

The tablet was then dedicated hv
the Ven. Archdeacon Benn, alter
which the hymn, "O, Valiant Hearts,”
was SUNgE. [

The response on ehall of the
Singleton family was given by the
Ven. Archdeacon Birch.

The National Anthem concluded pro-
ceedings. l

Apologies for non-attendance at the {
ceremnony were received from Mr. and |
Mrs. L. H. Jackson, Mr. and Mrs, Black |
| (Tarwin Valley), Mrs. C. A. Cameron,
| Messrs. A. McLean and W. O. Fulton,
Rev. J. J. Callanan, Rev, Graham Na-
'| than, and the Rev. D. J. Allen. }
; T
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