Canoona Gold deld.

{From the Bockhsmpt sn Hulletin.
Cawoows is & numa the L will for ever be ne-
oninted with ths sarly’ af Ruakhamp-
on. Often has the sio' sy been tld of the firet |
wsh to Quosnialand, et to the peopls of thie
4t with se much interest |
of introdustion to an secount |
the fleld wa it now oxiss, relerence |
a8 sdmissible., It was in |
Hovember, 1867, that Oaptain O Connell,
omer of Crown Lands, who haid juost
left the offins of Gowernment rosident s Pore
Curtls, which was then the Pitima Thale of
east ocoast of Australin, storted on
& northern tour of his district, whish inoluled
all Lhe OOUNITY, W0 BMIDPUSE, 0 H8 DO i’
(Hadatons, GEI took with him n prastics]
miner, and in the coume of their travels they
place where the m:‘;;r found
about & tof fino gold, The report
P"““m mads i?: Ul stome, ﬂd
thumpla thore fittad ont & proapecting party
& dizen men to visit the sunferoes
loeality, The result was that, is July foliow-
ing, it was announced, in iu ewiboritative
manpor, thit an sasily mocessibls and remunda-
rative goldfield had been disvoverod at Canogua,
in the Port Curtis disteiot.  “The Couied tawn-
spec stated that good-sized nuggets had
Em found wt the new field, In ﬁllg‘n’ul-tl.]rﬂ-
| lisble intelligence reached tho then oui
Ih‘ru of Australin that in this far I’::Ethm
E:ld miners were getting  gold a1 the
| rata of mn ounce m day, tirs to privata
pactios mod commeroinl firma teamed with
detalls of the splendid fiods. Thers comid bo
po mistnks about it. ‘Thus the rumones wan
and the rush commenced. By the middls of
Soptember fftess huodred persons bad left
Hydney, aod the arrival a faw days thamf_br
in Brisbans, of Mr. Hsmilton Bumsay, with
ons hundred ouncea of gold, raised the gold
faver to the insans Cautione sod wam-
|' wers alike , Bnd from Viotoria
New Bouth Wiles pla crowded ships
|l.nr1|mmm bound for Port Curtls,  Udptam
' Connell, who had been appointed gold vom-
missiomer, beonme alarmed ot the crowd whows
inflax ho could not prevent. By the end of
ber the feld wdmant;llhau#.»ﬂw;!
ita allnvial d, il the dissppoluted,
homal s, huE:Iq' men, begdn inufhrr
st the of the Fiteroy, where
many of them had landed. They formed the
nuclone of Rookbhampton. That wfeer the
rush, Oenoons exercised sn Influvnve in build-
ing up the town u from the following
reminiscence of an old resident :—** In 1358, |
waa in Victoris. I had o oouple of teams sand
wome barsea. Tha times wore duli, New
sogth Wales wus suffiring from depression,
and there was @ot much doing in Viciorin, 88

%

3

the rushas wera mostly over. I was going
with ing from M-lbourse to the M:Ivor
diggings. Mot haviay been reading the pa

vlosely, or paying nlar attontion to what
wid guing on in mining, 1 was surprised when
our two tenms ckme oear the M*Ivor diggings
to mast men roming ook orving, * Hillo, mata;
what more newsabont Canoona?®  Well, T had
heard nought aboutit, snd sould sy nothing,
bat they told me sa thers was s rosh to Canoous,
and wanted to bs off,. ‘How loog would
it be £l I was going buck again ®  As sonn na
I can empty the team and deay, 1 said. * Then
how m will you want o tuke os down,
thyy said. The distunco wee aboul seventy
miles, A pound & hesd, said 1, Al right,
wo'll go,” says they. Youmay depend T got
off my losding pretty goivkiy, nudstartod with
twenty-foor of them. Each min bad his owm

bunlros and aa thain sosoes worns in tho fasm
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t-mfyvfnnr;:lfhmf Each man bad his own
tucker, and as their swags were in the team,
puinpies they rode uod somotim (e sisllivl,
When we got to Eilmore there wis & pact of
my loading I had left oo the wpward jnormaey,
snd I told the man I had with me to start on
with the men and I wonld take 1% up to the
M Ivor. Next morning I called ooz 411 those
that wantod to get soun 1o Malbdurne were to go
with him, and of sourse they ull went. 1 re-
tarmed to the M'Tvor, and brought awny my
dray filled with meo teo, pll aexioi- 1o ook ofto
Dungons. It was oot long after that till some
frimds who hud gome to Quoewme  idme
back to Melbourne, and thongh they had nnt
got gold thep told me what s fins conutry it
waas for grass. Wall, things wss
in Victoria, snd thinking thora wonld be a
good chisics in this new coontry then belng
up I eold off mp horses thet cos me
£120 for littla more thaz £330, nnd come off
hera, Bome men have donwe botter and sumns
have done worse,'"  This story, picked up o
the Ypambs road, bears the semblanne of
trothfulneas, and it expluizs how mon wote,
ut thet particular time, so ready to rush mway
from ths weitled districts to this unsetzisd
part of the ooun An we base often ex-
lainsd bofors, v Catouns rusbi ssttied
cklbwmpton. 1t tooks 1ike lugrutitude, theras
fora, that st & tims of mining devalopment,
the old original field showld bo almost entrely
neglected.  The minerd disippeared frim
it ulmoat an snddenly ss they hnd flooked to it
Thers huve always & few foseivios comi
aod going to it, puddling sushdiet feom likely

0 ONG GV podind 10
bavé searched the country thurcoghly for the
reafn from which the gold might be supposed
to have come. A few wesks ago we tod
gut that these wera likely to be found on the
hills in ths vicinity of the old slluvisl work-
ings. We were not then nware whether tharo

ranges in the immediate locality. With
the view of satlefying our curicsity on the
Eint, and no poaltion of & roof, whish

be-n recently opensd up on the Canpons
goldfisld reserve, we this weak visited che de-
serted digginga.

Canoons liss about forty miles to the north of
Bookhsmpton. There are two roads to Yasmba,
which is oo the highway to it, and by going
Hummdm[ni:h-umw divarsity is given
to the journey. oor visit woe went oub
thro the ultural Reserve, past Ayr-
urassed the Fitreoy, lowing in
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take off the Bark. Ouelearns wt Mra Woa.
hat comfortabls convenlonce may be
bark humpy,

A lightly timbered
o

Is overiook it from

the idea &t onoe ooours to oa
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! with him sbout the probable ori
tho wold st Canconn, he illustrates his
by remarking that & tres has

spreading out oo all sides.
(1T n_'nqrum balow, snd thess
that are to ba scon on the sarfnoe,

littls branches = out from the main
trunk, By hnﬂa‘::f-h::uh_h, he msans m

of the strange, spo
mecounted for in oy other way.
however, of there bnilg ol
poetns to hivs beon the cass at
thern may hove boon many
molten matals, bubbling up within the orater
of what may m&:hnﬁb:m & voloano of more
mylid matter, -] enoompassin

and henoe the comparstively leval .
the wpround within them, as if it had

Bl
b = baaldl mtete and haornme semenldcied  Tha
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the ground within them, as if it had ssttlsd
it m hguid wtate and becoms consolidated. The
shat of eve warns us £o retire from the fold, and
partabs of Mrs, Wassman's hmpimlt.{;
In the werly momming, s the langhing
jackass in hemnlding tha dawn, ws are astir,
wandoring over thea ald, alluvial workings, be-
thinking us the whils of the strange soena that
must huve betn prescobod hers about this Lioe
27 yoars ago. best 1 fonnd was 72
ozd,  Within recent yesmm . Waasman has
worked a poddling mschine near his own hoose
and hun takon a8 mnch as six omn of
out of the dirt in ome wesk. Hogh s re-
turn, however, waa 1';9'1 8
may be n paying amasoameot, '8 procsed
e
and mbaout WLy u
abont l,h.u.lﬂlnd foot high, find

& mount

tha rpen ontrance to a tunnel, Joma miners,
avidently of » nlative tom,
bavs been B b pome ool ln the

nnills, from which gold may heve been washed,
bt they have baen unsuosessful in thedr sesroh,
and the topoel i3 abandoned. Lea the
old workings behind, passing the

enpumpassing range, aod rosmlog o grassy flat,
in & uortherly dﬁaﬂﬁuﬂ,fﬂttﬁﬂ&hﬁnﬂd-
aonple of miles, wa come opon the workings of

the Woesamnn Reef. It fson the alope of &
hill, and 1he formation of the conntry, and the
ocharncter of the rook mre mot the least like
thusa wa have left. Mr Wassman, his thres
pons, and half l.dd.om man :.;u mn'h e
rogress in the development n el w
pmmim to pay well. Two other claimas have
ﬁm‘upbggudd boeido the Wassman, and one
uf them, ourionsly empugh, by Mr. Danker,
who was in this district befors the Oancons
rush tosk plaos. We are oot aware that stons
from the old allovial workings has over been
tentad for gold; doubtless it has, but the |
diftivulty which aitends the axtraction of the
metal from the Mount Morgan stones shoakd |
lead to ite being examined by menns of the
Laieat modern spplinnces. It is to be hopsd
theat when Mr. Jack is in this districot he will
fiud time to visdt Canoonns, and tell us somo-

thing about it. At present wo regard it as &
sort of geolygicel pozals,
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