A NEW CHORAL SOCIETY.
Univensity Choir’s Debut.

(By “Fldalls.”)

The University of Western Australia
bas lor eome time had s Music iety,
but the activities of that body have not
been such as to brine it before the wider
mus.cal public. The first organisation
under University aegis to touch the city's
musical life in this way—the Univermty
Choral Bociety—gave ita first concert last
night at the Assembly Hall, where «
tairly large audience had gathered to
greet it. Mr. A. J. Leckie, Mus. Bae.,
w the new body's conductor and Profes
#or A. D. Ross ita president. Well over 30
per cent. of the members. sa Professor
Hoss explgined in a speech, are direct.v
vonnected with the University. The total
membership is about 70.

The choir succeeded in making a wery
favourabie impression, om the whole iu
the course of ita interesting imitial pire
lamme, and 4 number of its performances
maintained a high level of expressive, ar
tistic and earefully-pr ed mnging. Mr. |
Leckie has woder his batom obviously ano |
excelient comrpany of female voices. Much |
charmingly fresh tone wus heard. the!
eredit for which belongs here. e |
able material in the basses was evident
but the temor department s less effec- |
tively supplied, as was revealed by some
erude tone in Stanford’s “The Rev g
when this section was heard alone, ?hi
g}utuzﬂqlu" and vigorous “ballad of the

cef,” a setting of Tennyson's well-known
poem about Sir Richard Grenvilie's epir
light agaiust the Spaniarda, filled the hai:
| tiguratively speaking) with battle-thunder
and the acrid smoke of cannom, and was
the choir's most coosiderable offering, in
point of eize. The performance lacked
nothing in virility; there was a good deal
uf robust, vital singing to enjoy and even
a thrilling moment or two; as in Lhe quiet
passuge telling of the towering, milent gal-
I!H}lu drawing in upon each mide of the
iittle Revenge, just before the crash of
battle—a sudden change from pianissimo
h: tmrummu in the choir—violently breaks

But one's view is that the eboir reached
the summit of ita achievements, artisti-
cally, not so much in this bi t mumber
on their list as in some of their smaller,
unaceompanied part songs. Here Mr
Leckie ebtained some E'I‘gﬂt.u of delicacy,
tlvnril?rne-a._umi refinement that were de-
J:ghtfu!._' Notably good were “The Sands
of Dee” (G A Macfarren), “You Stole
My Love'' (Walter Macfarren), “Swesl
Day, so Cool” (Edward German) and
“Lullaby of Life” (Lesiie). A very com-
mendable performance was given. too, of
I'arry’s eloguent motet, “My Soul, There
18 a Country” (a composition of greater
mybstance than most of those snumerated)
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sibstance than most of those enumerated)
though once or twice the soprano tone
fell off & little in quality, in sudden out-
biursta,

Miss Marcia Hodges gave am reesive
presentation of the moving seene of Desde-
mena and the Willow Song, from Verdi'-
“Iello,” amd Miss Ethel Ewinsg sang uno-
commonly well and with great sensitive-
nees in Angel's Farewell, from r'e
“The Dreasm of Gerontioe.” Miss Luolu
Potter chose the florid measures of “Char
mant Ohseau” (David) amd Mr. H. G.
Neate, after a Verdi aria, sang ““When
Childher Plays” (Walford Davies) eharm-

imgly.

il{' George McClelland, whom one smur
mises to be not vet out of his "teens, play-
el the violin with an shility and mumecal
feeling holding out the most favnurable
anguries for hin future as an artist. His
tone was beautiful and his technique clean
gmd wure. This execeptionally promiming
plaver gave an admirable sonata hy Eccles
{an old-time English composer), Wieniaw
ski's “Legende,” and other pieces, 3

A word of praise a due to Miss Elsie
Walton for her piano accompanying in
“The Hevenge.
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