THE HISTORY OF WOOD'S POINT.

GAFFNEY'S CREEE AND JRRICHO
BYG. R M.

DISCOVERY OF GAFFNEY'S OREEK

AND WOOD'S POINT

Early in the year 1879 some of the mest
energetic and eaterprising of the Vietorian
gold minars had prospected up the Goulhura
viver, from Jamieson to the fuet of Floar
Bag hill, about twelve miles up the river as
you follow its windings. At this time the
ranges were almost unknown, and were
believed to be covered with snow for eight
lnunthl of the year, sud though the ex-

isten2e of alluvial gold in the oreeks, and
quartz gold in the mountaios, was
whether it was payable was not even
guessad at, as it was suppoesed to be an im-
poesibility to prespect fur gold in the lofty,
| snow cuvared, barren ranges, which ar= the
the watee sheds of the Goulburn and Yarra
| Yarta rivers. Prospecting slong the Goul-
burn river many rich patehes of a.luvial
gold wer® fouad, and a party of four miners
| Tom T.Gaffney, Tom Gaffasy, known as
red and black Tom, respectively, from the
eolor of their hair, Fred Gilogley, and Jim
(tarvey pushed their way up the river far
into the mountains, till it was joined by a
beautiful fern lined creek, the crystal watara
of which ran bubbling slung its pebbly bed
as rapid as a mill strewmn. Oa side
the mountains were high and almost per-
pendicular, as is the natare of the conntry
slong the Guulbura river. from the Fleur|
Bag hill up; but here the country was |
wilder than ever, and though the scenery
was magn ficent, its otill, gloomv, shadowy
nature tended, with the small ‘means
limited provisions, and the difficulty of
getting suything from Jameison, then a
petty hamlet, 10 ocast a gloom om every
memher of the hardy band. As it was
evening the fire was lighted, and after a
supper of damper and tea the four men
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supper of damper and tea the four men
gathered around the blazs to censult en the
courss to be pursued oo the merrew; pro-
visions are ruaning short, and vould only
be saved from the long haired rats
which theo swarmed in the ranges, by being
swung by a rope from s horizental bar:
the wild dogs and oppessums were howling |
and squeaiing around the csmp, attrasted
by the fire. and the only other animals in
the ranges, the bears and wombats were 100
lazy to leave their haunta for a sight of the
strangers. The spirits of the party were
depressed, aud the evuncil was short. the
prineipal spsaker baing red Tom, who was
for going up the creek, aod as the others
“dida't care,’ they went. Aflter three
days, travelling up the cresk they came
upon gold, prospect after prospsct was
washel with improving results, claime were
marked out, and two of the party were sent
to register and bring more stores;in nine
days they returned, after having registered
their olaims at Kilmere, which was then the
nearest mining registrar's offics, with pro-'
visions, and several other parties of minem,
and operations were commenced s

ically. The prospectors now applied to
the Gevernment for the reward for finding
anew goldfield, and Mr. Cobbea, a super- |
intendent of police was senl up te report
after having inspeeted the creek, whi
was now called Gaffoey’s Crook, after tha
two leading prospectors—Cobben repo:ted
favorably on its suriferous nature, and
reconmended that the prospectors recsive
the reward. Directly the report was made
koown the place was rushed by miners
fromall parta of the celony, and in less
than a fortnight there was betwesn 800 and
& 1000 miaers ou the creek, snd the
pectors ware forced to wash a p.m-f
dirt ,which I'J-l], ﬁ'luill a few penny
. weights of gold, to the disgust and rage of
the assembled, who raged againgt Cobben
nud the prospectors ior bringing them into
the ranges ona fool'serrand. Nearly every-
| sae on the uﬂni pnplnll hthun. and it
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©0@ 0N 106 OTeeK Preparen w0 Ieave, And
was propased to search for the

who were hidden in the serud and lyach
| thew ; wiser council however prevailed, and

it

in leas than three weaks ; about 1000 miners ‘

had come to aud gene (rom Gaffney's Creek
all of whom promounced Superintendent
' Cobben aud the prospeotors awindlers. The
' reward was withheld from the prospectors,
 and the superiutendent foil into disgrace;
ha insisted nevertheless on the correctness
|nl' hin report, ** because.” as he said, “ a
| Tot of miners could not find payable goid in
| fow days it didn't prove there was no
| payabla goid to be found,” which turned out
| to be the case, for in a few weeks the
| pectors and the fsw men who hed remaiaed
wore getting splendid gold, and a steady
' flow of mine.s sst in. who worked persaver-
“ingly with various success, some ing a8
';"rdu;il:nfnur:dd te the . In
1ae e 1880 & prospereus town wes
'formed oo Galfuey's Cresk many ef the
ditfioultios of getting to Jamisson were

uvervoms, avd provisious, though fetching

labulous prices, for instance flour £12

bag had fallea fully 25 per cont. T“nhl;;
spruag up on erook and Saob's
point each abeui & mile and a half from'
| #1ffrey’s creek, and i i

parties
lmulmhm direction, of |
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ranges. 1o the end of 1860 several ion
W frem Gaffnev's Ofnrmnl
way, for, s the serub generally along

the banks of the river was so thick that is
was ooly literally by custing their way
with & tomahawk they ocould preceed up
the Goulburn River, snd found about six-
1een miles below Woed's Peint, ns you
follow the windiags of the Goulbuin, some
good alluvial in the river. They made a
small .:ﬂm which tll.gl oslled the barnt
cam storekasepers followiag up the
-iu:.. as was their rals, 'wh“:‘ P ou'
scross the ranges to the burnt ecamp,
amongst them Mr, T. Cherry, the leading
partaner in the firm of Cherry and Griffi‘he
storekespers, of Jamisson. Mr. Cherry
started aboat Oetober 1860, with seven
horees loaded wi h stores and a driver
Jamisson, t0 the Burnt Camp by
Gaffoey’s. At this time the only means of
transport was on herseback. as it was im-
poasible to bring even a bullock dreay to
Gaffaey’s. 1n due time Mr. reached
Gaffasy’s Oreek and then took a shert out
across the ranges for the Burat Camp, snd
seven days after leaving Jamieson camped
on & spur about 120 yards below the Goul-
bura junction, which is the mesting of twe
small creoks called theleft and right hand
branch, and the commencement of the
Goulburn river. The spur was afterwards
ealled Wood's Point, from s Yaokee store
:mmnmd Harry Woods who commenced
nees theresome menths alter ; so, theugh
Wood's Point was not then named. is was
found by Cherry. Next day Cherry sent
back the man with the horses for geods, and
for sachof the six following days eearched
up and down the river for the burat camp,
which was afterwards found to be sixtesn
milee lower down the river. Cherry being
noable to find the burnt camp, determined
to find a more suitable place for his goods,
believing the miners would work their way
up tohim. Nextday he sslected a spur,
boeaded on thres sides by the Goulburn
river, which is now kuown as Cherry’s spur.
Af:er havinr camped on the sour and apent
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Af:er having camped on the spur and I
thirteen ﬂ:;l III;IMHI ll:mtp:hn &i;!?:ll
metotains, he was pussed by two packers,
whom he directed down the river, and whe
found the Burat Camp that night; twenty
four hours after the packers reached the
Burn' Camp, all Cherry's geods were sold
to the miners comiog up the river, and
Cherry then walked back to Jamieson, which
was about 40 wiles by the mountain irack,
to see why more geods had mot heen sep’,
and in fourtesn days meiurned with more
loaded pack herses. Three days after he
had hul m-hnph bnrlj Dittimer
Buinl. and in the
moraing up lhllﬂt!llilp.ihﬂﬂl and
camped about 150 yards up the laft hand
branch of the Geulbura river. While they
were P"“t;? up the tent ﬂl:l horss strayed
A7y, an who was commeal
known as ﬂh oﬂ Jos, was sent tz
look for him. Borry fellewed the horses
tracks up the hill, to theright of the camp,
which is knowaas the Morning Star Hill, aed
while returning with the horees found seme
very rich specimens, from which he selected
one about the size of an ordinary brick which
contained several ounces of gold He then
turoed back, but as it was pgetting s
dark he could hardly get aloag he hid the
speimen behind a leg, and getting back to
oamp told his mates of the find, Naxt
nurninl they all started in searoh of the
place where the specimen was fouod. and
though the specimen selected by was
not found for several menths afterwards,
numbers of others, seme of which were very
rich, were easily found on the surface. They
now set to work, and m:lhdnnt a three
men's prospecting quarts olaim, packed u
their traps l';d i s te i’:l"-mwg
ragister ; on their way they passed Ch
whom they told of their find, and -hﬁz
mediately marked eut two claime north and |
adjoining the prospectors’ claiws which are
known as Cherry’s. In a few weeks Corry
and party returaed to og:ng their find
lﬂumpnhd by Colin M*Deugall, who was
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scrompanied by Colin M'Daugall, who was
taken by them as & mate; shortly afer
Cherry returned with a party and a general
rush set in, principally, however, in the
direction of the creeks, which proved te be
very rich in alluvial, snd. Wood's Paiat,
though enly known as the Upper Goulburn
township, became a busy settlement ; Corry
and party, which now included Colin Mao-
Dougall, commenced to open up their reef,
and after thoreughly testing the quartz de.
cided to oreot machinery. A machine was
therefore ordered, ne part of which was to
weigh more than 150ibs. the whole to
weigh about 6} tons, and Colia M'Dw nll
went to Jamissen to get it packed up.
though he offered more than the ur:linlry
rate of oarriage, whioh was £35 a ton from
Jamieson, he was unahle to get any packers
to undertake the task, eo difficult was it
desmed to be. Things now sesmad to be in
a fx, the packers who kuew the ranges
refused to bring up tha machinery, asserting
that it was impossible, so M‘Dougall hul
only one course left, namely to briag it him-
self, which he did. Up to this time the
rty were orushing the quarts by manual
F' aod as it was immensely rich they
mede enough to pay all ourrent expenses,
which were heavy In the winter of 1862,
while tha spow covered everything, the firet
machinery quer breught to or erecied in the
raoges, commenced to orush, and from the
firet orushing of 130 toss of stone
1,500 odd ownees of geld, or a little more
than 10 ounoes t» the ton; subsequently
orushings were gully good. By this time
rich quarts been opened up on
| Oberry’s olaim, snod a trial orushing wes
made at the Prospectors, which yislded 10
ounoces to the tea, on the strength of which
|0h¢q put up machinery, and obtained
splendid orushings, and ia the beginning
1863 more mashinery was erected by other

slaims oa the Morning §tar Hill, whioh
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reing townsnip, slowly but surely develop-
ing ita resousces by the energy of the mining
| population, altagether without any aid from

R Rt outside.

began to yield well, and ae the alluvial |
claims had been giving spleadid yields since
sarly in 1861, Wood's Puint, as the distriet
' now knowu, began to be thought as oae of ||

the most rising and of the mining
5hn|:‘irilm o quick sucosssion ||
, vory rich alluvials and reels were found, first

richest oreek for its s2e in the colony, mext !

the Jordan, on which Jerico was established,

theu the All Natiens, the Roysl Standard,

\mhﬁmu.m other celebrated lines of |
reef. Claimg, quarta and alluvial, were ||

marked out on every side, and fetehed fabu. ||
lous prices ; shares in the duffer claims, ia
many oases, fetching as much as shares in |
the richest. Peeple seemel to think tha: ||
the raages teemed with gold, which was not ||
alter all so imprebable, as it was only |
natural to suppose that all the gold bearing ||
reefls nad creeks could no: be feund in four ||
years, which seemad the case, as, sinos 1865 |
ne suriferous reefs or oresks of Anoe
have been feund. Ia 1365 Wood's Point
wasin the height of its glory, and the een'rs
of » prosperous mining commuaity, Jerico,
and numerous ather sma'l settlsments on one
side; the Gaffney district on the other; the
Standard and Leviathan on the third ; roads
were opeued up ; four chu-ches were bailt;
law courts nf police statien were put up;
o commodisus beapital wes erected; »
fermsed ; twe newspapers esiab-

lished ; mnd last, net least, seventeen
publichouses, besides numerous shaaties,
wors in full swing. Had Pﬂ?h ealy
iavested their money with justice and
'| caution, Weed’s Poini would be equally as
thriving te-day ; but thoss who made m mey
in the distriot s a rule speat it out of the
distriot, and those who lest meney in the
dietriot gave it & bad name; so the Weod's
Point of te-day is & struggling, but again, a
rising township, slowly but surely develop-

|
I
the Loch Fyne resf, thea B. B. Creek, the ||
|
|
|
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