Brothers in 2 1ms.

A TRIO OF HESKET VOLUN-
TEERS.

As previously noted in these columns,
threo of the sons of Mr., and Mrs. J.
F. Bowen, of Hesket, responded to
’w for men to serve at
ﬂ. t. ~ They were Henry Willinm

wen, eldest san; Walter E. P
Bowen,  third som; and James Frode-
nick Bowen, who, while an employee in
the Pogt gnd Telégraph office at Rom-
sey, enlistbd when a few months over
the age of eighteen years, and left
Australia for Fgypt in Novouber last.
Henry and Walter had gone previ-
ously, and were to have travelled to-
gether but, at the last moment, Wal-
ter was detained with a nnmber of
others to make room for a batch of
men who, for officinl reasons, hiad to
be sent forward. The separation of
the brothers wns, naturally, a disap-
pointment, amd caused- Henry espe-
cinlly B pgood deal of concern.
However, im duoe time Walter
reached Egypt, and, through the
offorts the brothers made, they suc-
creded in again getting into the same
battalion and company. Then, in Sep-
tember of last vear, they set out for
Gallipoli in tha " Southland," which,
it will be remembered, was totpedoad,
and Henry, who had, in his letters

home, shown much solicitnde for Wal- ' |

ter, Tad the misfortune to ba num-
bered amongsi the comparatively small
number of men who were lost. Walter
went om to Gallipoli. and spent ffteen
weakls in the trenches there, and, when
he seturned to Egvp:, hewas lianded
hiz brother Henry's kit, which included
a little parec] comtaining 8 rich silk
table contre, intended ns & present for
his mother, M. ‘Bowen has since re-
ceived the article, which hag heen
ghown to us, and is certainly a very
handsome one, and a beantiful speci-
men of Egyptian handiwark. Leavimg
Egrpt again, Walter next accompanied
the Australians to France, and there,
on the field of battle, on Good Friday,
he was promoted to the rank of lance-
corpiral.  Meantime, Jomes remained
in Egypt, where his knowledge ol
telegraphy, ete., has evidently proved
very useful,

This week wo were given the privi-
legge of perusing the correspondenco
received by Mr. and Mra, Bowen from
thess three sons, and must say that
the letters do the writers much credit.
Full of courage and good cheer, the
lads' nn'rr lnmetv, plainly, is that for
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lads' only anxiety, plainly, is that for
their parents and immediste relatives.
Thronghout their writings they show
their poarental attachment and &
strong desire to place the minds of
father and mother at ease regarding
their safety. Walter writes interest-
ingly, espeeinlly about Franes, and has
gent home p number of superior soun-
vemir cards of most atiractive design
and fnish., James, fhowever, & The
more voluminots correspondent; and
| his well-written letters are very in-
terpsting, indesd, Aeccompnnying one
were upwards of twenty little photo-
graphs — snap-shots —all methodically
numbered and described, and forming
n collestion which the “‘home folk"
mnst surely treasure.

Hentv's two last letters were dated
on 23rd and 25th Aupgunst, respeetively.
He hastened in the first to assure his
parents that Walter had arrived
anfely, ond then to say that he had
taken steps in the hope of getting Lis
brotlier inte his companv.  In the let-
ter of twn days Inter he told of the
sueeess of those efforts, and spoke of
their ecming departure for the Dar.
danellés.  * Don't,” he said, ' worry
for our safety, ns we will take all pos-
s enre of nurseives; dur oY reunnrs
with a Higher Hand than ours ta
guide us oo our way.'! He concluded
this, the last letter reeeived from him,
with—"* May God be with you one and
fall till we mest again; and if weshanld |
meet ne more on this earth, we will
surely be nnited in Thy most perferte-r_!
hepvenly kinpdom.™

Heury wrote from France on March
0th— ten davs after Im'.mp, Egrpt—
reporting himself to be in the best of |
henlth. The weather was then ex-
tremely pold.  The trip scross was an |
exciting one, but they landed safely, |
and then had several dave' joorney in
a train to get to their destinntion. He |
| deseribed Franee as a preity ecountry,
land he fonund it quite a treat to ba
again amongst o white race of civilised
people. Things were guite different to
what they wers in Egypt. Nearly all
the men wars away at the war. and
only the old men and women were left
at home to do the work. Yeung girls
and women were to be ssen working
on the farms—earting in hay and
p'iuughmg the paddocks to keep thinga
going, ' and, my ward" says the Hes-
ket soldisr, “therra no ‘ mugs,’ either,
for ther can plongh as goad as the
next man.” The day before they left
Egrpt the whole of the Brigade whs
massed and reviewed by A RH. the
Prince of Wales. “ We were,” says
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Prince of Wales. “ We were, says
Private Bowen, * reviewsd here ngain
a few daye ago by Lord Kitchener, and
ho was highly pleased with us,'
Sapper James Bowen outlined his
trip under date of December 14th,
1915, during which he wrote mo fewer
than forty-three letters, ** Father Nep-
‘une'’ came sboard during tha wvay-
1me and afforded the lads a lot of fun.
Various places of interest were moted,
sot omitting the spot where Moses
nd the Tsraelites crossed the Red
<4, The natives that swarmed round
| & transport when she anchored pro-
ided the troops with a fund of amuse-
ment. f*Someone threw them n sans-
age that had been left over from break-
fast. Pne of the 'darkies’ eaught it
and held it by the two ends, and, after
he had looked at it, he dropped it and
washed - his ‘hands carefully. . Then, he
looked up with disgusi showing plainly
on his face. They osked for garmenis
to wear, and if anything fell into the
water they would fight over it Sap-
per Bowen met several he knew—Wil-
Jio Harley, Peter Lauder, Len Ronalds
{from Macedon), and others. The voy-
nge was & record one, the eaptain said,
in regard to calmness of the sea, and
‘the bohaviour of the troops, and also
the speed. Bomeone, it appears, cut
the sail of an Egyptian hawker's boat
while the troopship wns dt anchor,

Sl diake e Ralink o,
Ii‘yrnmid.sw..-mvisitnd, and the Templa
of the Sphiny entered—hbut there wos
nothing of ioterest thers, except the
big, massive stones with which it was
built, most of them 16 fe. long by 4 ft.
The King's Chamber was inspected,
and alse the Queen's Chamber, noted
for its echoes, and on the way to which
n well, aaid to be 100 fr. deep, woa
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n well, aaid to be 100 fr. deep, woa
passed.  Returning to Cpiro, the party
wigited the bazanrs, the Blue Mosgua
wrtil wikital vt weree alisyraingead
and the White Mosque—where they got
their mones's worth. Tt was the most
picturesque place Bapper Bowen had
ever seen. Blippers had ta be worn, |
At 5.80 the guide nsked for his woges,
as his day's work was at an emi. The
party fized him wp, and made for the
Y. M.CA. for tea.
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