X0X

FATHER PARKER
|

SUDDEN DEATH IN
ORANGE

it is with extrams vagret wae
have Mo amnounes the death of
Rev. Father Joha Parker, who
has beon stationad at Orange
pinea Janvary lax’, and who
was praviously stationed st Gil-
pandra, the sad event ccourring
with tragic suddenness on Sun-
day evening,

Father Parker was engaged at the
cvening  devolions at Mt,  Mary's
Chneeh in Fast Ovanpe, nnd had
soopened Lo the mweristy aftor deliv-
Cing on nepiring ormon to gest for
W, gl etinn, whin he woas stricken
with a seizare. Mo was immadiately
fion ta Pudley  private hospital,
b, ol spite the utmos attention he-
Hawod on him by Dr, Poaton and the
W-tron and nursing staff, he died
lwrg hogr- afterwards, fort’fed by
the rites of 'he chureh,

Fathes Parker wnz 49 wvears of
wwe, ho'ng horn a Capertes on No-
vionhop 22 1884, He was educated
at 8, Patrick’™s Collere, Manly, and
srdained there on Novmehop 30th.,
1000, Soon afterward:  he com-
nienced work in the Bathurs' THe-
crse, nmd was statiened st yarions
cont e, ineluding Gulgong, Welling-
fon, Thihbo, and was Priest in charge

Cilgandrs for 18 years. A v
vears ago, owing to ill health, he
refiviadl from Gilpandra, and took up
duties ps Chaplain a- St, Joseph's
A Cwnvent. Parthville. Owine to short:
age of Priests he hod been relioving
in the Orange pari-h since January
Ynat,

Fathey Parker was one of nature's
erntlemen, a popular and much be-
lownd Priest, and his unexpeeied
dirmth,  whily: coming 8z a great
thack to all who knew him, will
a'tp mean a severe loss to the Bis-
hip ganfl the Diocese, particularly at
'hye present time, when there is &
st shortage of Priests,

Fa her Parker iz zurvived by two
brother | and onoe sizter, Mz, P.
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brother |, and onoe sizter, Mz, P.
(riovnon, of Gilegandra, whe, on hear-
Y the sad news, motored to Orange
nn Monidny morning.

Solemn Obsequies

Tha:abuls emitt'ng mists of in-
gemee, altars droped in black, vigil
eondli s and prie Ls in vestments mov-
ing silontly ahout the sane-uary, ere
atedf an atmosphere of solemnity at
tha Begmiom Muss foar the Rev, John
Marker, at 8t. Joseph's Chuorch, Or-
anee on Tucesdry morning,

The conerevat'on, which  packed
the ehurch ‘o it eapacity, awed by
thn i;11p1'1'5q11.'r'n|rF':: of the eceremnony
rocr, and with bowed hesds watehed
the pracezelan of syrpliced nriest:
whiel filed from the saeristy to the
nltap ateps.

s Lordshin, the Right Rev. T.
Nortan, Bi hop nf RBatharst, accom-
panied them, The impressiveness of
thp weeasion wes greentusted by the
rhant of the privety, hefore the mase
e padimemeed The Bizhop was
then rabied wo h the vieh vestmiente,
argl peenmpanicd by Rev.  Filhers
Fheclinm fdonean), Bm'lhaing {zul-
PIHTOIST Tooneragan {o=sistant
priesty, Crowe and Seanlan (asal-g-
nmmt o cdepeatiz),  ond Dre. Gummer
fnete- of ceremonicsy, ascended the
At cteps in preparation for  the
Mis, which was silen 1y followed by
‘T ronEregation .,

At the eonelnsion, the Rev. Father
I, Kelly (Wellington, and formerly
af Oiranged, del vered the panegyric
frem the prlpit? that the people
wire g hered together at the saeri-
ficie of the Maess to offer their pray-
= far the repose of tho soul of the
v, tohn Povke: hefore the consign-
wornt of his hody to the depth - of the
dave . The tearefe suddennees af his
tnh enmo oas oo ogrent shock te the
Fathalle: of Dirnge, and othey ploe
“where the  helovad  priest  was
The Tewv, Juhn Parkes wpsn
A% vonrs old, anid was haon ot Caper-
tee in 18RS, T eommieneed his then
|logfen] studies, and wag ordained at
|BE Patriel's Callope, Manly in 1000,
e crimmenced the earrying on of hi
princily sorviees chor Iy nfterwards,
ail Gad had emiven to his ears the
nenkle 6f manag fawne in tha @ aia

oy,
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W el B rrven too his onre the
(meaple of many towns in the § ate.
Aflo- traving Gilgandra heenuse of
ALhenlth, he took up duties as chop-
mhaln nt 8t Joseph' Conven, Perth-
villp

All nf thake who were pequalnted
with the deceared priest, continued
Fathep Kelly, were steuek  br his
kindly dispagitien  and  hosp'tatlity,
ol b= oenera ity ‘o the pooy was a
featore of his charnete . iz work In
hiz Master's vineyard was  finighed,
and he was enlled to God ta give 2n
neerunt of his stewnrd hip. Could
 ho osadd, in nnawer to Christ's que-
Fv. "Are vou preprred?’ that we are
riady ta die,

Fi1 her Kolly roncluded by asking
the eaneregnt'on for the prayers for
the repase of the soul of the Rev,
Iohn Parker

The eoffin, Tving in the mafp aiels
nf the church, was then approached
by the Rishop, with his attendant
train of clergymen. After the coffin
had heen sprinkled with holy water,
and the priests had chanted over the
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body, It was raized aloft by the pall
bearers, Mesara, G. Cuzner, P, Say,
Norriz, W. Sharkey, M. Carol] and
.. Hammeond.

Futher Emilhainz preceded the re-
main: with n eross raized aloft, and
with ‘wo acolytes bearine candles.
Children of the Catheolie schools fol-
lownd, and memberas of the Children
nf Mnry, then the prieste and the
Rishop, accompanicd by Rev. Fathar
Shechan, As the pl'ﬂ;l.:mfﬁﬁ"ﬁﬂml&ﬂ
it+ way along th:' main aisle of the
“ehireeh -Lh:?‘unﬁ tolled, nnd the con-
rrergtion knelt with bowed heads,
unl the cortege hnd pazged throoph
the doors.

The eaffin wiy then delivered into
the hearse, and the impressive funer
ul proceeded to the cemetery, via
Hil' and Summer Streets,

ANl buzinez: hou-cs pafd thelr re-
epeets to the decensed priest with
cloerd doors.

Other prieats In the sanctusry
wore —Right Rev. Monslgnor 0'Ton
nell (Dubbol. Fa‘hers 0 Mennossv
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WULC L —OTNL WY, MONRIENOr U 1rnn
nell (Dubhbo), Fa‘hers 0. Hennessy
| {Naurvom'nedWlileannia-Forbes  dio-
cese), 3, Bartley (Koorawatha-Goml
burn dioceses), J. P. Kelly and J.
Rayliss (Wellington), Cagey (Car-
eonr), Brasnan (Molong), Donne and
Duffy (Cathed:al, Bathurst), Sear-
son {Cumnock), Wisely (Rockley),
E. Crowe and P. Kelly (Gulgong),
T. Eviston tGilgandra), Phillips and
Sacristan  (St, Stanislaus Oollege),
J. Nolan (Fugowra). P. Magter:on
and J. MeMahon (Cowra), T. Reen
Healey (Kandos), M. Henry (Coon-
amble}, G. O'Byrne (Mudgee), E.
Fahy (Canowindra), O'Herilhy (Coo
nabarghran), J, Corcoran (Dubbo).

The last prayers wepr recited by
his Lordship Right Rev. Dr. Norton,
mezizted hy the elergy,

Thr last sermon preached by the
luir Rov, Fathep Parker was at the
T o'elock mass at St. Joseph's Or-
ange, on Sunday, The subject was
“Purily,” and it was a masterly ef-
fort, the members of the congrega-

tion belng greatly impressed by his
fervor .
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