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SPICER'S GAP CAIRN.

Historic Cemetery Nearly

Lost.

A eemetery that might have been
Inmt —enreying  with it Imta ablivion
itm meanty remnonnt of romantic his-
tory—nnd dast fading  opportunitios
In discoyor more aboul & plotidneagun
thass in the llfe of the country—
Thoughin of these posibllities will be
beought to the minds of many people

by rerent rendvallon At Bpicer's
CGap of a iall ealrn, anonymously
bullt by a lover alike of the heaoty

of nature thers, the fragrance of tho
ald atoriea of the discovery of ths
Gap, and the history climging abouwt
| the busy ploneer settifement of the
|early "M e,

Lik# the old rough track that pass-
ed through the Gap to the other side
al tha Range, that ssttlement has
dimppeared; and to-day, beside the
| Bitumen road which now marks trat-
fic's complets conquest of the moun-
tain, the tumbting ovens of n bakery
are the only Indication that & plon-
|N‘r‘l‘u. centre once stood there, ox-
copt for m sndder and more signifi-
ecint token—1tha traces of a O0ME-
tery., The history of tha seitiement
Eben hick over a ceniury Inta Aus-
iralla'sn most romantle daye.  When
Conningham wnans socking & way
asrons the Range In 1524, he had with
him a man named Harry Alphen. whi
dlscoversd Hpicer's Oop just st the
timg when tha ons which now hears
the nams of his jender was found.
Thea Iatter, howover, waa found to be
ton difflcult for the hormes, and so It
wan that Bplcer's wan mccepted 2a the
route. Alphen had the foresight 1o
sea that business would come to Ahy-
ene settfed om tha mountain, snd so It
was thalt ha established hia  little
group of enterprises. Ha chose & mar-
wollous apot to do it Two miles
from, tha fool of the mountain, whers
tha forest merges into beautiful
serub, & clearing was made, and an
hotel, A& Wackamith shop, and & bak-
ery wore bullt.

ATLENCE OF THE ORAVES.

Tha pity is, however, that Ilittle
record can he found to-day of the in-
habltants of that place, and that s
history has crumbled in memory as
tha old bulldings, which must have
held wonderful stories, crumbled In
that clearing, Bo It s, toeo, that the
[tonely graves indeed hold thelr see-
ret. Mo fewer than 12 or 13 of these
renting piaces have been found, but
thes mames of thoss who slesp thera
amidst the quiet and beauty of nature
are kinown posilbly in only two of
{hree craes, To-day only one or two
of the graveas can be found oot of the
threa rows that afe thers amongst
|{h tall trees, and ane definitely iden-
|H|!im'.| ia that of Mra. Colllns, which s
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tha tall treen, and one dedinltely ldén-

UNKNOWN PIONEERS | et s Gat e conin which

death, befors 1080, was mont tragic.
|The woman, known as Molher Col=-
| tine, was riding down from tha Gap
|on m wool dray when, at a ploch &
littls below the ssttlement, she was
jolted to the ground. Fler neck was
broken, mnd ahs was buried in the
now historle cometery. Tha vietm
and the tragedy ever will be remem-
hered, because that spot on the mood
to thim day pears the nams, "Mother
Collins’s Plnch” It slss seema prob-
able that & Mr. Cax also les thare,
for It s wndorstood that hls widow,
who now s 81 years of age, and llves
at Foma, has spoken of his burlal at
the Odap.
MYTHS GROW.

For the rest, however, the greaieat
uncortainty exists, and this has given
rlsn  to myths, How  littie in
known s emphasised by the fact
thut  woma people  Eay that
a tiny grava heside that of Mother
Colllns s her child’s, whila others
mrgue that she had mo baby. Then
there in & mtory af s jockey who 'l‘l
killed and was interred at Alphen’s
settlement. There o o strong pos-
aibility that a horseman ealled Hod-
gon 18 the occupant of one of the
graves. Moss's Well, or The Hpringa,
mituated about a mile mnd o hall
above the ssitlement, slso ju Soowd
as Hudson's Luck on & result of &
ptory that the horseman, affected by
fever, struggled to the well, and WAS
found dead thers pext duy. One
thing seemm certaln, and that s that
Alphen himaelf did not find hin rast
there, for It has been sald that  he
cams to Ipawlch from the Gap, aud
conducted s businesa on & Epot Ap-
proximately whers Mr J, C. Minnis*
shop to-day stands.  No other 18-
formation has been goihered  Shnut
those nquiet graves, though residentn
in the locallty have been living thire
for the lxst 80 or B0 ¥yEars,

CAIRN'S THIOUTE,

That tha plonecrs who Inboured
there will not be forgeiten, hawever,
has Leen assared by one or two [pA=
wich wvisltors who, anzious that the
eemetery, and Hs valunhle link with
tha early history of Austratln, should
not boo lost, and that those whe hie
thire should ba respeciecd for the partt
they played, wont to the apot, elear-
ed I and erectod n rugged cairn. The
cemetery s phout 10 chmin from the
main ad, and, fheogh  not  very
prominent, jt and the ealrn may be
peen from that distanes by panserq
by,  Thn memorial, which stands AE
Mather Cnllin®” grave, has n reunda-
tirn about 18in feop, §s abapt GL
aruare nt the bottem, and tapfre to
the top, which is 12ft, fro.a the
ground, It s made of flat  stoneas
found In the vicinity, and coment wis

Brenght from Tpawich, In this rough!

miricture  has been plaeed 5 tahleg
with ita message of beauty and tri-
[FETEE
THIR CAIRN 18 RAISED
To the Memory
al the T'nknown Ploneers
Wha Hleep hers
Til the Tday Promk
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T AH mITrR nere
Til the Tway HPronk
Andl the Shadows Flee AwWBY,
Thea tahlet iln of concrete, and the
warding waa dons with weo of facks
Capper topptd anes wers nrrlnladl
for the hlg letters sl 1ha  opening.
nnd brass sprlgs wore nsed for  the
remilnider. Al were placed In posi-
tinm Aam the concrote wam solting, The
tacka thon were enpelled (o pre-’
merve Them Fedm e wenther,




