THE FATALITY AT THE
ECHIUCA BUTTS.

| B

YERDICT OF ACCIDENTAL
DEATH.

ECQHUCA, Turuenay.

An inquiry into the death of the young man
David Snell, who was sovidenmlly shot at the
bukis yesterday morning, wis held this morning,
by Mr. J. H. Morphett, J. 1, st the eonrk bouss.
A jury of four was sworn,

FPater Bwnnell, eaptain of the E Compasy of
Bangers, detailed the jnstruetions given to
firing parties ; thie * marker " waa nol to soms
ont of the mantlet exoept to mark & shot.  The
decesssd was & gowd and eareful markar.

Hergeant-Major M'Manus, of the permanent
siall, corroborsisd the evidunce of Captain
Awanell, adding that when the red disc was
against the liring pariy thay were to osase firlng,
The dessssed and Hergeant Jagoby, who 0
the Intal shot, wers the best of frisnds. The
whole of the party who were st the butts on

! 'l:tlll.ull.l}' mathiug wers carelul men and good
shots,

| Huplor-pargeant Hill, of the E Company, said
| that he was one of the party who wank sut to
praatiss firing &t ihe butts, There wore
H;!?..“h Haig snd Jueoly suid Privates Poas-
f and Hoel He {withess) was '‘look ouk
man,” and, cbeerving s trolly soming down the
railway libe, bau down the danger flng,
| 'whiah, however, elung to the pols, and Llus
would be rendered indistinct tu the Bring party.
| Bargeant Juooby was then firiog, nod deseased
| wns marking.  When the shind whiot wan fleed
the trolly was just in line of ronge. The shob
| was & ** mina " tlag, and thie marker went out of
| the mantlet with the ** mise " Mag in Ll hand,
anid remarked o witness thut thera  was
n  trolly coming, Heell was then standing
outaide the mantlot.  'With bins lett hand og the
berget, be turped roond with bl face to thie
|Hrir|.g party,  Whils watehing the trolly pes
witosu teard a ahot flied, sud oo tumning
guickly round ssw Boell fall.  He &t oooe ren
| to the target, whors ha found Snell | ing oo bis
| bacle quite demd, with a hullet iqumi over tho
(lefs eye.  About & minute elagecd botwoen Lhe
|thi.|:l.l and fourth shote—it did not come with
the usial regalarity, . On dissovering what bl
oecurred, witneus sent for Bur Dll-.bfl or Ealina
snd Chaptain Bwanell, Hf.r”z:i.lnﬂl Lalioved
the shot was socidentally fir

Bergeant Haly gave similor evidones. AL tha
tlene of the ant Hargesnt Jnooby was firing
from the 400 yards e, andl wan lying down.

|.l.llur the third shot had besn fred, witness
| instruoted Jacoby how to flea. His rifle woa
then pointed to the Lutts, but bal oot bees
Inought to the shoulder, Cocld not say bow
ithe danger fiag or the red (lis0 wos ot that
moment. The gun wenk |:|I'||I and on loakin
(b the target vaw Bnoll fall. Then ren ap, lnﬂ
! whon he b procesmded aboat 20 ranle anw that
tho fisg was down and the diss agaiues the Bring

paTky.
f “-?I!“LII'IJ Tonaford was one of the party wha
wont to the butts for proctice, The mceilent
veourred botween b and 6.30  Snell had slown
tha " misx" signal, and Imnedlately aftor
warda he went into the mantlet, After taking
tll:?cnu. saw nll wos clear tor firing. Dl not
notios the fiag, and retuarked (o Jaooby,  You
are off the target," and gove bim some instrie-
tionn how to firs. Therifle then went off, bub
he cohil not uay bow the dischiargs was oauned,
The shiot was firsd Quieker than wsunl On
H'M‘li‘i!l at the bubls saw Lhe dive was agrin-k

ring and Hoell full. Tt would ba powsible for
the morker to come out of the mantlet withooh
altaring the diss, but te do so he would bave o
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the morker to come out of the manclet withoot
altaring the diss, but to do wo he would bave o
eroup under the laver.

Horgeant Juooby sald that after he had fired
|I-lil""llrl.Eln shots, the Inab of whinh wos marked a
"mine," the marker returning to khe hot, he
then loaded again and bresght the rifle o lus
ahoilder to take aim,  Whila doiog 5o semecus
standiog by suggested to ginnge the poaition of
hiiw fingers on the Jogk,  Iu doing so he lennad
wver, reating on his ¢lbow, [& must have hees
the mwliwardness of the seoond Gnger touching
the trigger that oaused the rifle to gooll. Ha
wiid josb drawing the rife bo his slioulder to
tako mim. As moon an the rifle went off hn
looked wp aml saw the marker fall. Could pos
say in rth poslbion the sigoals were ; the rille
waont off necidentally befurs he Lmd * wighted "
on the rget. Uhe marker muost bave come

"aat of the mantlat whilut {he person was aprak-

ing to b (witness]. Was not wwsre that
serpoant Hall had lowored the danger fing.

Charles Snell depoan! that e decensed woa
his won, sl was Elt.ﬂen 17 ool 18 years of
N e lin bl no remson to heliewe thar (la
ooturrenon won other than perely noaideaital,

D, Eakinn deposed that deach was oaused by
& bullot, which hal eotered thoe sliull over tlm
left wye, pansing through ihe brain and oukb wb
the baek of the hend,

The rifle wie here teutul na to the ** pull.* It
wia gaoertained to be 31 Ibyy whioh was a henvy
“poll off,” the wltering of the foger woull
make & differenos of § Lb,

The jury returned w venlick of necidental
desth, and mdded & ridor recommending certain

+ alterations 1o she maongeinent ©f the dangee

flug and signala

I{h]l afternaun the docoasad th was ao-
corded & military funeral. Fhe fuveral curtége
was the iongmb gver witnewsed in Eokuen, per-
sons eoming Frum all quertors we sttend it
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