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CATHOLIC.
ey e e A
Obltuary
e —— e
VERY REV. JOHN FORREST, D.D

or a few years our society has known but littie
f the bright, active, genial, and scholarly man
ho oalmly passed away on Friday last. Ther
as a lime when no great public movement and
o great rocial gathering were decmed perfertl
apresentative in eharacter without his presence
e wns wolcomed everywhere as ons whos
ympathies with all forms of goodness wer
writhout limit—whose generosity was farin exces
of his means—and whose fidelity to his friend
ipa and to hin convictiona waa equally sbrong.
s was ono of the very few men in our midet
ho was such s shining example of perfect
olarance that the bitterest bigots exempted kim
rom their animosities, For a considerable time
o ocoupied a rospomsible office in conneckion
ith the higher education of our Catholic youth
ow he discharged ita duties may be learnt from
he lips and from the lives of those whom he
rained to be noble, straightforward, liberal, ac:
omplished Ohristian gentlemen. He was pre-
red for his end by ono detachment after another
f his bost affections. He saw those whom h
ad loved and honoured called away to their re:
ard ; and he had long ceased to regard th
orld as of old. But his relations with good men
his attachments—his affections—had a sacred
anction. A learned and devoul priest, a courage”
us, sincers, cultured gentleman—a patriotir
itizen—a delightful companion while health wa
iven to him, and his friends were about him—
n who was never deaf to Lhe cry of want or
uffering —who loved jastios and hated iniquity
uch was the noble Irish priest whom we hav

ost,
The Very John Forrest, Rev. N.D., was bornnear

il am MWamawmnthas
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The Very John Forrest, Rev. 1%.1)., was bornnea
Buttevant, County Cork, ITreland, om November
,1820. He was the sldest of seven children, fou
»f whom wers boye. Commoncing his edacati
n & very humble way at the village school, he
nroseaded to the study of classics in Duttevant
ander the tutorship of n competent master, Mr,
Murphy, who taught hie olever pupil =
oll that on the going to Bandon to
ttend the High BSchool, conducted .

n sccomplished Protestant gentlemsn, Dr.
Brown, who was & Trinity College man, hr
as at once put in tha first olass for classics, and

honours in the school. He was about fifteer
ears old when he commenced his studies under
Dr. Brown, and before taking his departure fo
uhlin,&'u master strongly ur%:.d the bright anc
ifted youth to go to Trinity College snd study
or the bar, predicting oertain success and
prilliant career. But young Forrest had mad
1p his mind to enter the Churoh, sad settin
ide all sonsiderations of worldly prosperity h
sntared Maynooth when his age was ssvenkeen
se within the walls of the famous college he

mhnl;‘:nhlinlpnhr and logio, at the same tim
herfeoting himself in classios and mathematics)
Tt did not take long for genius to show itself, and
he young student, winning all manner of honours
nd distinotions, literally oarried off the palm of
yre-sminence, and stood unrivalled in the college
n 1844 he went to Rome to complete his studies,
2d after sustaining a public thesis of a most
diffioult character at the Giregorisn College b
ook his degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1847
son after he was ordained, and his flrst mas
was celebrated in the Tomb of the Apostles,
§t. Poter’s. Inthe same yesr Dr. Forrest re
urned to Ireland, and at that time famine
aging through the land. He commenoed dut
t once at Osstlemartyr, Cork, and afterwards
aboured at Newmarkel, in the same county.
Jomething like a year ¢ he went to Mallow,
#and with Dr. Oroke (now j.mhhilhnr of Usshel)

nd Dr. J. M‘Oarthy (now Bishop of Oloyne) ae
his companions, assisted the parish priest, Father
ustin M‘Oarthy, senior brother of the present
Bishop of . It woa after Dr. Fo

n & oou of years st Mallow that Dr,
D'Quinn, the Iate lamented Bishop of Brie-
pane, and brother of the vemerable Bishop of

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article110558271



Freeman's Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 1932), Saturday 11 August 1883, page 14 (3)

Bathurst, invited him to what he ocomsldered
more congenial work, offering a position as pro-
fessor at the E-smlnl]rjynu! Bt. lenu O'Toole,
in Haroourt-streect blin, of which “hlilh-
ment the late prelats was at that time head.
About 1850 Dr. Forrest took his post on the staff
the Beminary, and ha remained there for thres
years. Retiring from the Beminary, he was
attached as a priest of the Archdiocess of Dublin,
nd continued as such till 1859, working earnestly
at Athy, subsequently at Bray, and after that at
[ Kingstown, It was whilejhe was at EKingstown that
hs was selected for the office of Rector of Bt.
obn's College, Bydney. The council of the
ollege commissioned the late Venerable Arch-
excon M'Encroe, who was about to pay a wvisit
o Hurope, to place himself in communication
ith the late Cardipal Wiseman, the Iate
Cardinal Cullen F(bhan Archbishop of Dub-
lin), and Dr. ewman (since oreated a
sardinal), and on behall of the college
o request those distinguished men to
pelect and nominate a reoter. It was
upon ‘the unapimous recommendation of
he three Oardinals that Dr, Forrest was ap-
pointed. It may be mentioned that on his return
p Ireland from Rome, Dvr. Forrest sustained a
public thesia at Maynooth, with wonderful suc-
sess, thereby showing himself to be s splendid
cholar and a theologian of the highest stamp.
His Grace Dr, Croke was a fellow-student and s
oompanion of Dr. Forrest, and among other of
his contemporaries who afterwards rose to emi.
nence in the Church were the late Bishop of Bris-
bane ; Dr. M. Quinn, the present Bishop of
Bathurst ; Dr. Murray, present Bishop of Mait-
land ; Dr. Kilduff, late Bishup of Ardsgh, and
De. M'Hale, who is professor of Hebrew and
Horipture at the Irish Oollege, Paris. During his
fconnection with the Seminary in Dublin, Dr.
Forrest was brought into daily mmpuniamhi’?
ith Dr. Newman, who lived under the same roof,
and & warm friendship was the outcome of their
jutimaoy. Leaving Kingstown on receipt of the
ews of his appointment, Dr. Forrest was the
rovipiont of s farewoll nddress from his
gharishioners accompanied hy s handsome pre-
ont of money—an evident 'proof of the esteem
n which he was held. Before proceeding to
ydney, the very reverend gentleman spent two
br three months inspecting the Oatholis Univer~
pities of France and Belgium, and he aleo
prid & visit to Et.'u‘na, raburnmg to Ires

LR ia_

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article110558271



Freeman's Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 1932), Saturday 11 August 1883, page 14 (4)

sid & visit to Rome, returning bto Iree
and. In the month of June, 1860,
at, out for this colony, accompanied by one of hf:
istars, who afterwards became the wife ef Dr.
ilhooley, and ia at the present time, as she has
haen for years, esteemed in our city as an amiable
nd good-hearted Oatholio lady. On the 11th of
Saptember, 1860, Dr. Forrest landed at 8ydney,
ad on Oectober 3, having been installed without
ny public ceremony as Rector of 8t. John's
Oollege, was presented by the council of Bt. John's
o his Excellency the Governor-General. A brief
hiskory of the foundation of the college will not
be out of place here. In November, 1855,
he © Afflisted Colleges partial endowment
Bill” was passed, and the sum of £20,000 was
seanted out of the Greneral Revenue towards any
building fund created by an affilisted oollege
jn conneotion with the Bydney University. His
Grace the Archbishop, in July, 1857, issued a
Pastoral Letter on the subject, and on Monday,
he 8rd of August, a great meeting of the clergy
nd laity of the archdiocese was held in B,
ary's Oathedral. His Graoe presided, and the
meeting was addressed by his Honor Judge
herry, the Very Rev. Dean Lynch, the Hon, J.
Wubert Plunkett, the Venerable Archdescon
M*‘Enoroe, Mr. Faucett, M.L.A. (now Judge
Faucett), the Very Rev. Dean O'Connell, the
Right Xev. Dr. Murphy, Bishop of Adoluidgy
. W. B. Dalley, M.L.A., and the Very Rov.
[Dean Bumner. The greatost onthusiasm provailed,
and at the elosoe of the meating it wns announecil
that the sum subseribed awmounted to nearly
212,000, Archbishop Polding heading o
list with £500. Moeetinge were allerwurds
held  throughout the  colony, and in
December of the same year thoe wmonoy
hand amounted to £20,8156 2a 94, the
sity slone subsecribing £18,822 15s, Bathuret
21481 14s, and Maitland £183%, 12s. In
L8569 the council of the College wae formed wilh
he following gentlemen, most of whom have
since died, as Fellows : —Hdward Butler, Bev,
M. A, Qorish, William Ourtis, B.A. ; William
Davie, Poter Faucett, John V. Gorman, the
Right Rev, Abbot Gregory, J. K. Heydon,
ames Hart, Rev. Jeromo Keating, Andrew
Linehan, Bandal M‘Donnell, the Venorable
Archdeacon M‘Enorce, Thomas 0. Makin:on,
B.A.; Richard O'Connor, John H. Plankett,
Q.C. ; Rev. J. Bheridan, Very Bev. J. J. Therry,
Byre G. Ellis, solicitor and secretary. The next
year, Dr. Forrest was iunstalled as BRector, and
W. A./Duncan was eiected a Fellow in the place of
., M‘Donnell. On Monday, October 8, 1860,
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., M‘Donnell. Oo Monday, Uctober 8, LBGU,
r. Forrost delivered & scholarly lecture on
neation in the Hall of Bt. Benediot's Yeung
's Bociety. Archpriest Therry, Arcdeacon
‘Bocres, J. H. Plunkett, M.P., James Hart,
.P., Peter Faucett, M.P., Hdward Butler,
ichard O'Conuor, W. A. Duncan, and J. V.
rman were pressnt, and the very rev. lecturer
as cheered and applauded in & most enthusins-
io manner. Mr. Plunkett in proposing a vote of
ks to the Very Rev. Dr. Forrest, said * they
taken & oontrsot for the erection of ths
llege bmlding, acd in the course of twelve
onths, he hoped to be able to congratulate
hem on tho completion of s noble structure,
o Rootor, Dr. Forrest, was not disposed to
ait for bricks and mortar, and he intimated his
lingness to do all he could in the way of.
orwarding students pending the erection of the
ollege.” Dr. Forrest certainly did set to work
earsest, and in January, 1861, the college was
full working order in the temporary building on
he Newtown-road, near the University, Lhen
own as St. John's Hall, and now the matty
f Mr. F, J. M‘Carthy, MLA. In thiy Dr.
unalded, and with only s mndnnt:
mount of encouragement, conducted the wor
the college with raarvellows sucoess ;and evig

when the new building was erected his energy and
his varied attainments enabled him to carry on
the college without the aid of professors. He
taught mathematics, philosophy, classios, and
logic as one who was master of all j and if proof
were wanting of the success of his teaching it
would be fonnd in the fact that nearly every one
of the students distingnished themselves at the
University, and in after life, many of them at the
present day holding honourable and responsible
Enm'tionl throughout the colony. The Reotor's

ospitality was proverbial, and he was at all times
& good-hearted and genial-mannered gentleman,
Dr, Forrest continued to fill the office of Rector
till some eeven years ago, when, on mceount of
failing health, he retired and was succeeded by the
prosent Archbishop. After leaving 8t. John's he
made his home at Balmain, and it was there
he lived for the last few years almost
8 recluse. The wvery reverend gentleman
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a recluse. The wvery reverend gentleman
had been gradually becoming enfeebled in health
for a considerabla time past, but he looked so well
and strong a week or two ago, that the unex-’
¥aubad announcement of his death caused a pain-

ul sensation ameng his friends. At the beginning
of last week he was confined to his room, and on
Friday afternoon hedied a calmand peaceful death.
The immediate caunse of death was paralysis
brought on by cold, and the medical skill of Dr.
Evans, Dr, M'Kay, and Dr. Gilhooley was unavail-
ing. Father J. J, Carroll, of St. Augustine's, Bal-
main, adjoining Dr. Forrest's house, attended the
very rev. gentleman in his last hours, and adminis-
tered the consolations of religion,

At » meeting of the Clouncil held at 8t. John's
College on Tuesday, the Rav, P. Lo Reonetel,
B.M., Aoting Rector presiding, the following
resolution was passed :—* The Council of B8t
John’s Oollege, in viow of the recent death of
the late Very Rev. Dr. Forrest, many yecars
Rector of the College, desire to express their
sonse of his many good social qualities, and
of his great learning, classical and theological.
They also desire to tender to his much loved
siater, Mra, Grlhooly, and the members of her
family, their deep condolence on the occasion,
and request the Rector to convey to them a copy
of this resolution.”

THE FUNERAL.

On Batorday morning the funeral uhnaq;l;lfl
were commenced shortly after nine o'clock. o
coffin was placed in the northern end of the
Cathedral, covered by s pall, and purrounded
with lights and flowers. At the High Altar the
Office of the Dead was performed with all the
impressiveness that so sad an oocasion, and the
assemblage of such a large choir of priests, could
prodoce. Clergy from all parts of the city and
suburbs came to the ﬂnthmf:nl to sssist at the
solemn office, and rarely have so many of the
clergy gathered together before in Bt. Mary's.
Besides the Very Rev, the Vicar-Greneral (Dean
Bheridan) there were present the Very Rev. Dean
Hanly, Very Rev. Dean Flanagan, Bt. Pater's;
Veory Rev, Dean O'Brien, Bt. Benedict’'s ; Very
Rev, Dean M'Carthy, Ooncord ; Very Rev. Dean
Mahony, 8t. Mary's; Very Rev. J. Dalion, 8.J.,
Riverview College; Very Bev. P. L. Dunne,
OB.F., Woollahra; Revs. D. Clancy, B.J,,
and William Kelly, 8.J., Booisty of Jesus Col- |
lege, Woolloomooloo; Rev. Fathers Coue and |
Muraire, of the Booiety of Mary; Rev. Father
Joyee, 0.8.F. ; Rav. P. Le Rennetel, B.M., Acting |
Rector Bt. John's College ; Rev, J. J. Oarroll,
Bev. J. P. Fitzpatrick. Rev. P. O'Reilly. Rev. H.
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Rev. J. P. Fitzpatriok, Rev. P. O'Reilly, Rev. H,

B. Qallachor, Bev. D. P. Quirk, M.A., Rev.

James Mahony, Rev. J. J. Garvey, Rov. J,

Collins, Rev. J. M. Garavel, Rev. A. T. O'Dwyer

Rev. Father O'Brien, Rev. P. Ryan, 8t, Mary’s ;

Rev. Father Moynagh, Rev. P. Hewett, Rev. D,

M'Carthy, Rev. Father Patterson, Rev.

¥ather M‘'Intyre, the Rev. A. Ambrosoli,

Bev. P. Young, and Rev. M. Walsh,

After the Dirge the Requiem was commenced,

the Rev. J. M. Garavel officiating una cele-

brant, with the Rev. Father O'Reilly as

deacon, and the Rev. M, Walsh us sub-deacon,

Father M‘Intyre acting as Master of Coremonies.
—. At tha termioation of tha servine Hather Patter-
son played some selections of an appropriate
character on the organ.  In socordance with ar-
rangements made the funeral left 8t. Mary's
ghortly after two o'clock. As the coffin was
borne from the Cathedral and ocarried to
the hearse through the{principal western entrance
the deep notes of the organ filled the church,
while without was heard the tolling of the bells
in the tower. The fuperal arrangements
were under Mr. P. Kirby's direction, and
nothing could have been more dignified or re-
ligious than the corfege and its appointments.
There was & complete mbsence of any showy
“ trappings of woe,” and this appropriate sim-
plicity served to add to rather than lessen the
solemnity of the burial. A long line of carriages
followed the hearse, and then came other private
vehioles and cabs. Among those who attended
the funeral were his Lordship Dr. Lanigan, Bi-
'huﬁ of Goulburn ; 8irdohn Robertson, K.O.M.G..
ML.A., Bir Patrick Jennings, K.C.M.G.,
M.L.A., his Honor Mr. Justice Faucett, W. A,
Duncan, O.M.G. ; Mr. T. M. Blattery, M.L.A. ;
John l:iughal, K.8.G., §.P.; John Donovan,
LLD.; F. B. Freehill, M.A. ; F. J. M‘Osrthy,
M.A.; J. G. Paterson, LL.D,; M. X. Maher,
B.A.; J. ¥. Donovan, J.P.; William Hufhul,
J.P. ; Jobhn Hourigan, J.P.; J. J.Curran, J.P.;
W. B. Plunkett, Endar-ﬂmuhry Department of
Justice ; Mr. H. G. Kllis, Mr. K. ¥. Flanagan,
Mr. John Bivd, J.P. ; Mr. Thomas Butler, Mr.
P. Hourigan, Dr. @ilhooley, Mr. John Nagle
Byan, Mr. B. M ey, Mr. M, M‘Dermott, Mr.
R. Oannon, Mr., 0'Qonnor, Mr. Daniel
O'Connell, Mr, F. A, Blake, Mr. John
Hughes, junr, and Mr. M, Oherry. The
ceromony ot the grave was performed by his
Lordship Dr. Lanigan, assisted by Pere Garavel
and h&u Quirk, and among the clergy present
were Dean Flanagan, Dean O'Brien, Rav. P.
Youne. Bev. Father Patterson. Rev. D. Olancv.
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Young, Rev. Father Patterson, Rev, D. Olancy,
B.J., . Fr. Dooley, 8.J., Rev. W. Killy,
B.J., m J. J. Garvey, Rev. J, J. Carroll, Rev,

P. O'Reilly, Rev. M. Walsh, Rev. P. Hewett,
Rev. Father Moynsgh, and Father Bysu. The

coffin was a perfectly plain one, buton it wers a
number of wreaths and floral crosses formed of
delicate white roses and fragraol violets. The
grave is in a central position in the cemetery,
only a few steps from the monument that marks
the resting place of the first Archbishop of
8ydney, the flmnnt-nd John Bede Polding. The
Right Rev, Monsignor Lynch, one of Dr, For-
roat’s oldest and most intimate friends, wos pre-
vented from attending the obsequies. Monsiguor
Lynch, who was ill on Friday and Baturday, sent
an apology, and expressed his deep regret that he
wes unabls to come from CUampbelltown to show
bis respect for so dear a friend.
Reéquiescatl in pace.
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