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prominent Personalities

M. P. HANSEN
Written by C. R. Bradish

THE NEW DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION

Drawing by L.. F. REYNOLDS

[EA Loy Cubln to Whita
F Ausiralinn parallels,. The feats
House'' has had many humble
af Eplring young Lincolns stud our
el story, and they are feats of
e achlevement, exhlbiting all man-

gt uf heroism and resource, Per-

tinpeity, they say, i# 01 Nordle tralt;
bit that restless ambition to “ger
ot flourishes AMONg all rRCeH,
mowering magnificently, as we know
i the lowliest soll It would he

woilth while complling a hilstory of
il men who have stewed in the
rilnt light of tallow dips to rlse to
afftienes or power in after  days.
Surh a history would Include many
poialhle names. The record would be
duinp with  tears, ani blond, and
perEplration: but it would serve as
4 puide for the coming Caesars and
provide refreshment for  the  “alsn.
poans, "

! think that Martin 1*. Hansen
Vietorla's new DHrector of Fducation,
nught 1o have a chapter In such a
talr,. He {8 one of those who have
groped and striven agninst great
ailde, His father, who has just turned
the vorner of his second youth at the
sprichtly age of 85, will tell you in
4 lovely beaming tone of all that
AMurtin has accompllshed, The old )
gentleman still lives on his farm nt
Tonlleen, the ghost of a hamlet that
olutehes at the edge of elvilisation by
winy of o amall achool, a P.O. and a
store,  Toolleen I8 fifteen miles from
Hentheote, and {ta lst of Insomniacs
ja ohviously not large: yet It Is &
[Hyely memory to Martin Hansen,
whn did his firet reading among the
twia o three books obtalnable in his
iirenta’ home,

: 1+ B Lane, =0 R R el e PN
Hansen, Senior, : : Hunsen, Martin's
b TR S0 wius the late Mrs i Bot
wis the late '\-I:ru Hunsen, Martin's i AL
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mother, BEoth
CHIN from n
Pt of Denmark
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part of Denmark
which was 811
clngn o the
Prusaian border
that the sound
uf enuerkraut he-

Ing enten could

Vg

heard on still

svenings. Elther
ilrlven by a fear

aif

Frussin or n

ilesfre for A new
cxistence, Han-
shn pere one Aday
slinnk the last
dland of Denmark
off hils feot, Hoe
mitis for New

A

alinmd where n

e musle WL =

the alr, It

WIS the beau-

nus rataplan of

[l e m coming
ilvwn on gold=

T

aring qunris.
nEen Joined
chorus, and
his work was
nrous, the re-

it wnr falsetto.

then packed up and made for

torla, He trled Bendigo flrst, and

wis at Croshie nearby where his
Martin, was born.

nolleen, just na few mlles away

qin Croesble, wns the first nsetting

Martin's life story. Here the
must have felt early that the

iy slumbrous routine of n rus-

LowWnE o mennoe

him future.

I' haps the influence of his first
niater, James Bernard Boyle, turn-
“il him thoughts elsewhere; bhut any-
hiw he determined on getting all
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the education that he could, Ar his
father could not Annneo him through
n eourse In n college he did the next
hest thing—he won n scholarship.
dcholarehips then wete pawarded on
a territorial basis, A certaln number
were allotted to each distrlet
throughout the B8tate, and he, run-
ning second in the examination for
his part of the wn;m. WS 51:3“1?::

tion of L[40 for ono ¥ . d
1.:],1‘:; 1?.?1. for four years at the Bcootch
College. Wisely he chose the for-
mer, for he was ablo to obtaln fur-

ther terms by sprightly demonstra-
tiona of knowledge at pubsoequent
CXAIMA,

With Heotoh bohind him il
pumerous sultnble professlons  offer-
ing he decided on being a teacher.
He thereupon sat for the competi-
tive examination for admission to
the Teachers' Tralning College, He
hended the swarm of candldates by
n conslderable margin of marks,
and at the end of his course he won
the Gladman prize and another
veward for his competent views on

the theary and practice of teaching,
The Gladman prize amounted to 12
culneas, and need T say  that the
AOUNE (dlnEgogue hirl fhe cash
iran=lated  into hooka.

A midaget gchonl mt Cochrone's
("ricek wis the place of his Initiation
ns A teacher, and I am told that such
was his enthusiasm in a district
whirh scholostically had boeen glven
up for dead that the puplls increased
from a dour dozen to 30 bright In-
funts in n few months. He was now
npparently well =set: but retrench-
ment was In the ale, and the affect
of n new EVELem of regrading,
hrought in some time later, caused
him to shoot |Inm his resignation and
take A job In the TUniversity High
=chool. Thizs he held two vears,
and then wiclding to various  per-
suaslve wvolees, enlisted under the
hanner of the Education Denpart-
ment ngnin, For another short
spuree he wns trudging up the bare
dlantied of the then Htate Scheol eur-
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sjvieds e wWnsE IPUOQEIng up ine amre
aloped of the then Hinte School eur-
rieulun., when onee more he til'!‘ﬂ.
arr moyvhe diseovered flne possibill-
ties in a publle school earrer. Any-
how the emnd of the 18th century
found him Instnlled at Wesley Col-
lege and assisting s educative pro-
roarns in divers brilliant ways.,
Wesley nt thot perlod mustered no
more thon 60 lads, In addition to
heing the =enlor master, IMTansen waW
n maestro of aports, In this he show-
red nusunl judgment and activity, He
had the great advantage of belng per-
sonally keen, of possessing above all a
mind that haod t= dayve off from Greek

poypds, parsing and Todhunter. One
day he heard of the prowess

of Charlea Donald as a rows-
Ineg conch, and coneelved
the revolution-
ary ldea of
recommending
him as a tutor
f o the AT
bitlous youmnge
hoatmen in the
Coliege. His
suggestion was
andopted. Den-
nldd wns engag-
e, and the re-
sult was that
nt the first in-
ter - collogiate

ce it =ui el baitle Lhll the Liowen
yvarrn Weslev's advantage over the
next competlitor amounted to virds
i dlrey water,

I should lke to Hnger over his
fon yenrs at Wesley College, but 1
hnve not the room. All that oan he
snild s thnt the decade Wis in=
mensely profitnble to one who was Lo
hecome the chief Inspector of vegls-
tered secondary schonls nnd Wi
bound through hils own nssociatlons
to keep a wnrm fatherly eye on thely
development. Muech has heen wril-
ten ahout this fenture of his cduci-
tlonal work, and other publie prints
have been reloquent of Ilate on the
matter of his ploneering the “Class
A HyVHEOM in the Clovernmont
gohonls, Likewlse there have beon
many Just and commendanle  m-
luslons to his tner and wkill s on
nsslstnnt director who has boen call-
ed upon to take the helm when
¥rank Tate, the late head, wns ab-
woent from Austealla,

gtill, T am not =20 much touched by
these now historicnl commonplaces as

I am attracted by the man himself,
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I am attracted hy the man himself,
Honeen ig A tonie, n restorotive to n
jnded soul, To sec his dancing eve.
to henr his volce is 1lke n jaunt In the

eountry with the wnttle oul
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