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Death of Military Nurse
Rothery.

A MILITARY FUNERAL,

REMARKABLE DEMONBTRA-
TION OF ADMIRATION AND
UnlEF,

That the nobility of the pursing pro-
fession is pepularly elevated almost to
divinivy in the military norses was
shown by a truly remarkable demon.
stration by the people of Berchworth
on Sonday afternoon last. On the
previons day Military Nuorse Elizabeth
Rothery, eldest daughter of Mr, and
Mrs., Joseph Rothery, former residents
of Beechworth, succambed Lo appendi-
citis and peritonitis, after a brief ill-
ness, while on & visit to Miss Wilson,
of Last-street, Becohworth, with -hm
she had spent many a delightful holi-
day. Trained as a nurse at the Ovens
District Hospital, from which she ob
tained ber certificate in 1912, Narse

volunteered fur war serviee

when the war broke out, snd was ap-
pointed to the hospital on 8t Kilda
road, snd next aecompanied & transport
to Bnmbuf. doiug hulEIhl duty shere
for six months prior to her traasfer to
a military hnlpit.l! in Nowtingham, and
later to the Fairfield Hospital, London.
BRecalled to Australis, she resamed, at
Christmas time, the work smongst the
sick and wonoded soldiers, in which
she was so greatly interested, at Caal-
field Hospital, aud since then had been
to Ospetown and Cairo and back on
ital ships. The work in au almost
stifling atmosphere on the lower deck
in “Em weather on the voyage
iro was very trying and, vpon
landing in Auwstralis, Nurse Rothery
was very much in need of ress, Ob
taining the necessary leave she firsy
visited her parents, and them came oo
to her well-loved Beschworth, where hor
earlier years were happily spent and
which she always regarded as home.
Bhe was the guest of Miss Wilson,
but this happy re-uniom of kindred
soals bad just been consnmmated when
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soals bad just been consummated when
Miss Wilson was alarmed by the sud-
dea illness of Miss Rothery. Dr. Bkin-
ner was immediately summoned and
diagnosed appendicitis as the trouble,
Then Nurse Clemens, who trained with
Narse Rothery, also came to her as-
sistance. Owing to the patiert's hemry
condition, tzzlnﬁm was impossib'e,
but every other known means ol com-
bating the trouble was employed, but
all to no grod purpose, and early nn
Baturday morning the case was seen to
be bopeless. To the wvery last the
patient's thoughte were with her soldier
patients, and she passed away on
Saturday afternocon. The lnnuﬁnu—
ment of her death caunsed a most pro-
found and painfal sensation, as few of
Nurse BHothery's friends were aven
aware of her illness, Everyons koew
her a8 » most beautiful characwer in
every senss ol the word, and her de-
votion to the work of alleviation of
the safferings of soldiers had nov only
earnad the gratitude of the soldlers and
their friende bat the admiration of all,
There was no mesnz of public
annogngement, but news spread
ot the intention of the revarncd
soldiers to pay their decensed sister vh-
highest military honour in their power
in the form of & military funeral. This
was everywhers roved as most
fisting, and on y afterncon there
vocarred one of the most touching and
remarkable demonstration of public
vrief and sdmiration in the annals of
the sown., There were crowds of
1eople the route which the
laneral would take to the Beechworth
remetery, and also wherever a view of
the prucession could be obtained.
There was slso a greai coneourse of
sorrowing people the cemetery,
When the cortege reached she cemeterp
the coffin, wrapped in the Union Jack,
on which was laid the mililary uniform
of the decessed nurse, was taken from
the hearse and placed on the shoulders
of siz retarned soldiers, viz., A,

Turser, Lanee Corgr G, ope.
. Bargeaat and imﬁaaimlmsl

shanldaer hizh. Other retmrnad sal.
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shoulder high. Other returned sol.
dinps and members of the Rifla Olab
with arms reversed and the Beech-
worth Town Hand and mesny others,
prominent among whom were the
reiasives of men on active service, fol-
lowsd, The depth to which pablie
freling had been stirred by this sad
death was demoostrated in wseveral |
m:~t respectful actices by the as-
sembled peopls, When the coffin
twarers were still afar off, every man
unoovered intuition, for there
wss mone to direct them, Ih]nﬁ

£
g

being dismissed, marched in single file
sround the open grave and each de
posited a handfal jof earth on the

sounded " The Last Post," and aflter
friends had taken a last look at the
coffin the earth closed over the last
mortal remyios of one who was hon-
oured and respected in life and revered
in death.
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