KINDERGARTEN WORK IN
ADELAIDE.

THE WEST-END SCHOOL.
(By vur Bpecin! Reporter.)

In & humble ye: invitivg eottage ai the
weat-end of the city a work has just heen
begun ihe full value of which is real-sed
by few penpl;, The average individual iz
probably quite igneran: of the scope for
useful }Ebiwnd i 6 entirely a labor of
wve—which i presented by a ld arten.
jSome woold deubtless b:yinclinLdErEa oG-
\sider a kindergarten—or a chidr:n's gieden
which i the Iilersl meanisg of this German
word—with a cerlein degree of cynicism,
ﬁ:ie others simp'y view scoeh u 3ckool o8
| nice and very interesiing.” But as a
matter of fact, it has a farrezching in-
fleence wpon child life, tends towsids chi-
racter building, and provides a class of edu-
cation which 18 given Ly po other rehoo],

hot morning Lhis week | visited the
free kindergarten opened by the Kinder
Egrtqn Unwon of South Ausiralia jaet Mo
¥ in Fracklinstreet west. The lander~
ﬁu‘ﬂ!i‘r {Miss De Lisza), wha 15 rom the
svdney Windergarten Training Collepe, wus
busily ensaged with her 40 iittle cﬁrguf
ranging between the ages of 3 to § vears.
Despite the epervating beat the childeen
IE_IEEI_HEE!. riectly contented, and were en-
|Joying their simple yet beantitul lessons,
lwhich are a happy combination of work and
play, and Jast from 830 am. to 1230 nm,
Une largo room and two smaller ones, and
a ;z]:iavgrqirn-d. are at ihe dsposal eof Lhe
hittle pupils, but the schos] is not yet guite
in apple-pie order, in the opinion of Misa
De Lissa, wha 15 a lover of {astefulness and
neatness. Al the preseny rate of progress
with the 1pr1mruve means at her disposal
the sehool ghonld seon, as more fernitore
snd other decorative articles are fortheom-
mg, be a2 model of simplicity, eombinem]
with attractiveness.  Misg iSsa re-
ceived me most eordially, nnd havipg dis
mised the sehool for the day, ready cons
genzed to give an wlea of the work eon-
templated,  The tiny seats in the school
rooem, fess than o foot high, and the desks
lower than ordinary chiurs, were romipis-
cenf of nursery dags.

“We begin with ﬁetl_ing the ehildren’s in-
terest,” explained hliss Dwe Lissa. At ihis
stage their interest iz in play, &0 that is
the slarting point of all work. Their play
imeludes brabches of study, such a: mathe
matics, peography, and n.uluEn sturdy, We
try to make it aetual living, hnd not a pre-
paration for fature bfe, as in most schoois,
That @ a very great difference. The chil-
dren are oot required to store up Lkoow-
ledge for stme foture dreamb-of fime. A
grenl fpirit of cooperation and unity =
tortered. We wani each child to feel he or
she 4 a unit, and that it iz only by the
|perfection of the units that there cag be
complets unity.”

Are the porents of the children pleazed
that the work has been started? [ asked.

“Oh, yea. I've already wizited aboot 62
homes during this week [ seem Lo be able
to deal with the c¢h' dren betier when |
know their parents.  Some of mothers
melapho embiraced me, while others
|were less nstrative. Some are par-
iticnlarly keen,  (me of the fathers has
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{were legs demonstrative. [Some are par-
ticularly keen, Ome of (he fathers haa
sworn to help us all he can. We do nof
(egk the children for money, but we like

|them to bring it if they can. In the first
| two days was received. Beveral cunious
mothers asked me with hated breath whag

relizion was taught in the school. T 1old
her 1he only religion was thay of love
which is aairf_tn ke whal makes the world
p round. Thers will be 3 parenis’ elub
later op. We want to work together. It
will he Targely of 3 social paturs, but talks
on sanmitation, ihe care of children, and
hvpiene should prove intereshing and pse
hﬂ rE

There 18 a wide field for vour compre-
heneive work?

“Yea: it really pureled me to see where
the children came from. There serm 1o be
no slums here a8 I expected to find them.
I was surprited when I arrived from Syd.
ney to see such beautifully eclean streets,
with searcely o particle of dusi or & plece
of paper Byving about, but on the marmng
the school wus opened [ found lote of eapger
children warting for me. And they wers
dirty. I bad to eend some home beeanse
of 'd}m:r bad eyes, One little girl was waii-
1og outwide as early as 6 o’clock in the morn-
u!lg."

When T eommenled on the artistie and
tamtefolly sebeeted pictures hung on the
we'le, Mg De Licaa said—"" It 18 very desit.
sble to have the bheet piciures, and we have
the best muwie. too.  We are glill needing
some elear vames, At present pickle
hatilez bave been ralled into requisilion.
We like tc make the rooms 38 prefty as
posmible with flowers, After thin week we
will be glad to welcome visilors as often ns

ible. We malke a point of the himch.

t }i}l nnt{ on  enti 'klimi g murh Az a
rathering for baby talk. Dainty paper ser-
vietten are ured, and each of the four elassea
has its own “hbouwsekeeper.” whose duty it 14
to prepare the lunch. Each child is pven
small doties to dischargs, They like this
sclmo'tnliﬁe and look upon it as their other

And yon are fond of the kindergarten?

“I've devoted my time to il for the last
three vears, and 1 wouldn't change the life
for anvthing in the world.”

Captmin Clare, CM.(3, intends spending
o few daye at Victor Hurbor before leaviog
at the end of this moath to take charge of
the gunboat Protector, which is at present
being nsed by the naval force in Vieions.
He will ke the 'rotector from Melboarme
to Sydney, where for twn or three months
the gunboat will be used by the New South
Whales mection of the Commimwealth Naval
. Force, '
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