The Late Corporal W. A,
Bpurling.

In the ever increseing casualty
list appears the name of the late
Corporal William Alfred Spurling,
who responded to the call of the
Empire and gave his young life
after two yeard of faithful service.
He was the eldest son of Mr and
‘Mrs Wm. Spuorling, late of this
digkrict, now ol Purnong, River
Murray. He was boro at Warnac-
abeal, Victoria, and came with
his psarents and sister to re-
side in Bouth Australis when about
two years of age. The family
gettled at Redhill, and later re-
moved to Beanfort, where the de-
oeased soldier epent the whole of
hig echooldays, under the direo-
tion of Miss Steinweidel, apnd
earnoed the high esteem of his
| teacher for being & bright and in-
|telligent echolar. On leaving
school, he was for mome time im
the employ of Messra W. Under-
wood, G. Belling and A. Baum.
About seven years ago he left this
diatrict to take up farming par-
gnits on the Murray, where he re-
mained until the oui-break of the
war, when he determined to join
the colours. He went to Viotoria
'for a lew months, and socen after
returning enlisted at the Exhibi-
tiva Camp, Adelaide. He was aub-
sequently transferred to Mitcham.
He enlisted on Aagust 16, 1915
In the following January he left
for Egypt, arriving there on Fab-
raary 11. He left Auostralia =s
private and was promoted to Cor-
poral on the jbattlefield. From
Egypt he proceeded to Franoe,
He tought continnously for over
12 months, and took part in many
severe battles and endored great
hardships in the cold winter. On
Auguet 16, 1916, he was slightly
wounded, through being buried in
the trenches by the bursting el =
gbell. Ha was, howaver; soon able
to retarn to the line, where ke re-
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to retarn to the line, where ke re-
mained until he was wounded in a
bayonet charge on April 20d. He
was geverely wonnded in the head
and shoulders, receiving a bullet
in the head and four shell pelleta
near his lungs.  After undergeing
three operations three pellets were
extracted, but it iz not yet koown
if the remsining one wes the cause
of his death. He was treated in
the 1et Genersl Hospital in Lon-
don, where he made the supreme
sacrifice on Aogust 16, 1917, at the
early age of 244 vears. His death
came 88 & great shock, a8 he was
expeoted to shortly retarn home.
Corporal SBpurling was & devoted
gon and brother, as well as being
popular and well liked by a lm
circle of Iriends both in this
trict and frem where he enlisted,
and his early sacrifice iz deeply
regretted, Four sisters and three
brothers remain, Kight cousius of
the deceased soldier are on active
service in France, namely, Gunner
Roy Dohee, Privale Fred Zerk,
Private Bert Mason, Private Wal-
ter Butler, Lieutenant Leslis Bat-
ler D.CM,, Beargeant Joe Butler,
Privates Jack and Ted Bpurling,
all of whom, with the tion of
the latter two, are gra s of
Mre J. Dohee, of Whitwarta.

Girl (to her pariner): "8o I

trod on your toe, Mr i
Polite Briggs: ** Not atall, I ss-
sare you | on s for having »
toe."” '

The Victoria Crose was institg-
wed by Queen Victoria on January
20th, 1868, The first hero to win
it was Rear-Admiral ©, B. Lucas.
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