A VETERAN ISLANDER.

DEATH OF MR. JOHN BUICH.
_Mr. Joho DBuick, “the grand old man of
Kangaros 1sland,” died at American
Itiver last week in  the minety-
second year of his ege. For wmany
Tears he and the late Mr,
of Kingeoote, ghared the
being the oldest settlers on the i=land, the
latter having preceded Mr. Baick as ap ]lln-
siifar resident by nbout two years, Mr, Jolin
Buick, who was & sturdy son of Seotia, was
born ot Montrose, on May 16, 1822, He
bad lived on Kangaroo lshind for 60 veaps,
avd Lad o most interesting mand wvaried
carecr. His father was a huilder, farmer.
and wanufacturer of farming impliewente.

The farm, a mile gulgide of Arbroath,’wasg| |

the sreme of Mr. Buick's earlicst lubours,
A prouder youngster than he was oot to be
found in the land on the day when he was
firet given & team of homses o deive in 1he
liarrowe.
fsrm, he decided that ihe Dblue. bounding
sea was the place for him, and forthwith
entered the merchant zervice as an appren-
Lite,

followed by 12 months belfare the mast,

Then his brother, 1he carpenter ond first|

mite on anothor vezsel, died in the West
Livfics. 1 tobls mere returned home,
aid on their arrival Mr. Buick acquired
them and securcd emplovment in a Forfar-
ghire dotloynrd a8 a ghio and boat buitlder.
At the end of four years he juined his
unnele'a ehip Flora, at Liverpocl, in the
ecombined  eapaeitics of ecarpenter aud
second mmle.  Un the welusn of the vessel
from the Baltic, Mr. Buick spent a short
parigd in  the Arethwsm, an
joiped the briz Malcolm, of 300 tons. She
canveyed a peueral carpo to Rio de Jaugico,
laded coffee and cocoa at Balkia, in Dra-
zil. and then eame lo Soulh Australia for
orders. That was in 18{i. From Port
Adelnide, the vessel proceeded to Svdocy,
but Mr. Buck had disembarked, and re-
mained in Youth Australian territory far
the remsinder al hiz life, with eradit (o the
State and to himseli.
—Boat, Punt, and Bridge Bullding.—

ITe hed wot been on sliore many hours
when he was engaged ts cat mangeove boat
knees pear Port Adelaide. After he had
boen orcupied in thiat pursuit for o month
lie was commissioted by Are. Bell to con-
struet ab Wellington a punt for the von-
veyanee of sheep and cattle across the
Biver Murray. L othe complelion of the
undertaking he veinrued 1o the Port and
becnme a boal Dbuilder and <hip repaiver,
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After a couple of years on the|

Four years in that position was| |
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Tlat was followed by another irip to lhe
Atarray on hebiali of Me. Seott, who hod
contiaried with the Government to lmikl
a punt at Wellington. On the way back
to the metrcpolss Mr. Buiek and lis assis-
tants vtaves) overnieht at Wariand's 1otel,
on Lhe Onkoparioga. Dorisge ihe evening
n otaunted tpooper handed Lo Mr. Duick a
despatch, in which the (Government in-
gtricted him fo evect 2 bridge at Tang-
horne’s Creek. His tompanions, however,
were Bent upon spetcding a week in the
citv, and alter a vigorsus dwenssion i was
derided to adapt that eourse. Al the end
of the seven daye the men poinecdod to
Lthe ercelk and buoilt the b=idze. Mro Bowk
then reaumed his o'd Il.:.'rdn nc the chief
seaport, and for yeams ddid all the Marine
Board's carpenters work, Then the (o-
vernment offered him  the position  of
master sbipwright, which he held for a
coun'e of yearg; bui, finding that he eonld
secure boiter reeulis from a firancial point |
of vien as a povale emjpiloyer, he resignel,
and went on his own arcount again,
—angrroo fsland, Ahov!—

Anxions o sccore o [oebt-clase eniivr,
Me. Raoford. af Port Adelaide, enpapged
him ta haikd 5 46100 eat. .fll.ﬂ}rdin[:(l}' in
January, 1554, Me. Baick, wita his wife and
thivee children, set ont for Kangarsu Island,
and ianded at 1'ain: Buick, where Mr. Baick
resided ever afier.  Apcinted priveipsly
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resided ever after.  Ageisted priveiml¥ | he fdund, o daugiter of the Jute Mr.
by his brather. ke built the vessel on ihe| Sianpen Filmer, who had come to South
foseshore in fron: of his coitage. A4 W1 yycimiis in the sbip Llovds in 1838,  The
approached complelion he- and his wife| o o o eg vears of age. There waa
resolved that they couid not do better than | “einine 67 10 children, of whom 11 sur-
lﬁ};“&'ﬁ:em' b ?E: ‘}}:‘r?gﬂr‘; “:_'l:; vive, and there are sbout 30 grandchi'dren
her residenee en Lhe ®land Mrz, MBuick's i“d several gleat-grandshildren,
bealth bizd impraved materitalle. At that
time,” remarked Mre, DBuoick when tell'ng
the =torw revers! voams azo, “ibore. were
about only 50 neonle on the whole island,
and avr nearcet seighbour was miles awar.
The timber and hueh which covered the
country did po: precent an invitmg aspects
but, determined to do or die. 1 ohinped
a Teawe from the Governmetsi, and promprly !

- _—

began clearing for euliivalion. The soil
is allovial, with a clsy bottem. and will
o practically anything, Wheat and

rlev were tha first grains I sowed, and
{the elean up produced between 30 to 40
| buehels to the acre. Eszch ;eﬁf"l'_i.n-
lereased the cultivated area, I have had mag-
nifreeat coreal crops, bot the best refurns
,were 55 bushels of Cape oats and 50 bushe's
1of harley to the acra. As mvy s grew
into monlwod, however, I did Jess and
less famming, and einee 183 I have mnot
done any at o1l.”

—A Fine Orchard.—

Mr. Boick wns an enthusisstic and ex-
pert horticulturist.  Fixiy years ago he
prepared ound io the rcar
of This ouse, and four years
later plapted it with varions fruit
treea, which made rapid headway. Then
two or three dry stasons in  sucskssion
killed the apricot irees, but the others
throve, and to-day the trunks of somo
moasure 2 Tt in diameier. They have borne
fons of delicious fruit, which lias won o
reputation, nol only throughout the island,
but gn the mainland ss well. The birds
showed appreciation of the dainties b
feasting upon the best of the [fruit; and,
notwithstanding devices to combat them.
destroyed vast gquantities each year. Re
~oguising the hopelessness oi the battle,
Mr. Buick conceived the ides, which eue-
ceedod sdmirably, of cetablishing a2 mew
rden, 100 yards {rom the old one. As he
briefly explamed —‘Seeing that  the
feathered pests and the opossums had the
upper band; T thought if ve them foll
{readom to plonder the garden they had
frequented ior years, they would, per
overlook enoiher mear by. lLxperienes
ghowed that my jwlgment was correct. 1
planted the pew gardes with Lrees similar
to those in the otber about 1894, and sowme
of the erops bave been wonderful, I have
also wn nificent regelables.” Mr
Buick ueed to dig over his two acres onece
every year, and in parts twice. He atin-
bpted the good general health of himsslf
and wife to the fact that they did ail their

own work, aud “had no time to be ill
— Descendants.—
Mr. Duick marvsd, before e went to

the iwhind. a dauciter af the lata Me
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