MURDER AT GLENELG

e

A Police Constabls Shot

—————

Revenge the Mofive
The Assailant at Large

An illnstration of the trumem that @
paliceman carries his life in his hands was
afforded at Glenelg on Sunday morning,
when a erime wag committed which will
not soon be forgotten. A constable sta-
tioned at the seaside town was mom~
dered in the open street by a fisherman
whom he bad arrested for drunkenneis
ten hours previously, From the remarks
of the fisherman prior to the murder
there can be no doubt that the motive
of the crime wag revenge: the murderer
evidently laboring under the delusion thas
the constable had shown spite in effecting
hiz arrest. Alt.huugh there were many

people in the vicinity when the fisherman
fived at thtpohqrmu they appear to have
given their attention entirely to remdering
what assistance was poasible to the vio-
tim, and the perpetrator of the tragedy

will be eflectad shortly.

The affair took place about five minutes
pest midnight. The victim wag Constahls
Ring, and the perpetrator Joseph

vindietive character.
arrested by the poliee officer in the after-
noon for drunkenness, and had been lodged
in ths ecall at the siation. Finding
that his captive had become sober, at about
half-past §in the evening Constable Ring
chtained the ssrviees of Mr. W.

local justice of the peate, and a magis
trates’ court was |beld. This was ar-
ranged by Ccnﬂaﬂinzmuhpt
case settled and mve Coleman amn
tunity of going out in his boat as wsoal on

1
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tmtrnfgmngnutmhhbmtuﬁuﬂm
Bunday morning. As the result Colernan
wag fined 5/, On leaving the gtation
he =maid he “would get a skinful”™
and deparied breathing threats of vengeance
against the officer who arrested him. He
cTosaed Mmahy—sqme,ﬂ'hel‘ahaobhmﬁd'
s nobbler of whisky. Thence

ceeded to his home, off Rmd-h-eat,nm
Miller's Corner, in the 11 o’clock train, by

remained at the corner to see the last two
traing arrive from Adelside, Gu&mt.u

eharged. He told hie wife that she
wmd-ishnrﬂvhel.mdmr a5 he intended
.  Boe endeavored to take
the weapon from him, and in the struggle
managed to secure the ramrod. Coleman
then left his home, and evidently being

tice to remmin at Mﬂ]er-ﬂameriu:
arrival of the last train from Adelaide
went thither for the purpese u[mu&mg

Bing warned him lest he should be rum
over. (Coleman appears to have resented
the remark, and drawing his gun emptied
the full charge into the ;ohmman & ]:rﬂn,

gtreet ss soon as the shot was and
must have turned down h to

to the Pier Hotel, at the time that
stable Fi was notif the Ade-

laide etation of the murder. :
the shot was fired, several persons mm the
vicinity rushed to the scene. Among thr.-m

Mr. W. Fisk, who lt-n.ndm;
E?hod?whmﬁm;nhm
rived and took of it Hr

Liddle’'s wehicle was t ru;nmhauad,

the ¥ in it for con to the
morgue. In the meantime Fitz-
gerald had p down the Jetty-roand

in search of the muorderer, and at the Pier
Hotel made use of the telephone. Whilst
he was deing =n, Coleman knocked at the
door three times and endeavored to gam
admission, which was denied him by the
landlned I’Ml‘ A. E Hastwelll. Ha wns
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admission, which was denied l:m:u by the
landlord fH.r A. E. Hastwell). He wlu

'ﬁﬂ?% ﬂmgghmpnm. ‘%ﬁi
dni‘ii"n

thee

|then aue.n m:l
on the veraudﬁh uf t]l.ﬂ hutal in foll view
| of the police-station, where a number of
poTRONsS gathered fnll of mm.-ern OvEer
the erime. One of them, Mr. J. Ross, un-
| aware as to the identity of the
'walked over to Coleman, who levelled
ﬁlmu him, and said, “Is that you, Flt.l""

said, “No, I'm Jack Roes; don’t you
know me® and Coleman mﬂhﬁﬂ
hands: T'm in troubk.” The twain then
| crossed the square, and Coleman st down
|on a geat in the Glenelg railway-statiof
After that he was seen on the jetty, but as
soon a2 he wias “warnded” he was o
ta ba found.

I The Scene of tha Crime.

| The t where the mm-durtmk‘pl
was 1:111 etty- lv in front of
Mr. 'ﬁmmpnonu Terminns Hotel,
cldse to the intersection of
and Ropdolph-terrace. This was tbout
400 yarde distant from Coleman’s
two-roomed cottage off Reid-street.
tween the rails and the hotel a
blood denoted the spot u
murdered man was
fatal shot waa fired. It may
tioned that on Sunday afternoon
wig ron over by the 4 o'clock
Aﬂt!u.ldv almost at the sams spot,
te be shot by Lhe police,

What Eve witneses Baw.
Mr. Charles Ranford, who huibun
versing with Coleman five minutes
the tragedy, when mtenuwnd by 8
et e
mmm with James
dJ.d kmﬁ: ﬁ‘nm
bi: ap,-'pmr
gun trailing behind
stick. 1 gaid to him,
g with that , Joe?
7 for —_
afternoon.
t-u shoot him
wards, is pothing to me?
at the time t.hn.t. it waa
empty threst, but murthﬂ-

perma-.de him to Et

smd '.'r.nn had bl+
went T " L b
s mmmﬂhmmm'
‘Look out for the traim, Joe.’
hacked two or three ﬂ:Lp, raised
R el X &
a
claimed, ‘Oh!’ and put his hands to

abdomen. With I then
tened down to the m
the constable was

the Glenelg Wdtﬁam"
"ondmmed om ndes 4.1
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 Bince ﬂ:lg‘g.m pearch has been made,
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.Unntmnudnml.]

H’

m" hen ceen mmth';
~ morroborated the ot statemeng mad.e

Detective Mn"u Statement. !

speaking  to him that Constable

came on the scene. Ring ssid, ‘Hullo, Joe,
what haye you got there? Some further
conversation tock place, and just as the

e the information.
Other people soom mam]:-led, and Dr.
0 for. He came within a

¥
s
.

tha to the Pier Hotel, wher:}m!:g
refused  admittanes, and he was

n.te by eseveral othere. He was still

the gun, and on several cecasions

for Fitz fmmmné} Conslahle Fitz-

ed to find Fitz-

he. was geen leavine
A a.ﬂ:u-a, quarter-past 12,

{ i not been found. Before leav-
ing his home, at ahout’' 11.45 on_ Sat_'t_rreﬁn:].r
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ing his home. at ibout 1145 on Saturday
might..after - loading iz gun inﬂihe dinirg
ﬁlﬂ,hh spoke {0 hie wife, and informed

r It wns his Jast gond-bye.
q-nl:_a would soon be a widow. Coleman was
",: tcmh?d“:h ._mﬂw ‘of liquor, and as

5
:
5

‘Another Accoumnt.

M. W, Fisk, aseistant chemis
Inthe_weinity" of Miler's Wi of Tt
time the tragedy, heard the fatal shot

. _He immediately hasten
y g:n.i[r kamlﬁ———gwm Imtﬁ
't : Constable was standing n
i t e the rai and hleeg
{ping the :nn:{ﬂththm with & Spasnio-
. s ol mmclmﬁj f his:arms
Stopping the Train.

Mra M. A Hunt, a resident of Jetty-
m had been visiting her danghter, wl%u

in Rosestreet, and accompanied by

ber sop-in-law was passing the Termi
when she hﬂmﬂ a short fired. "W]'-hn:g

& time that Coleman
it suspected of the deed up the street. Af-

ter he:hgd locked the doorasecond knock
‘t came, on going-to the door 1 saw it
was Coleman again. | refused to let him in,
and told him that someone had shot Con-
stable Ring.. At this he made no comment,
ut v said—"'1 want a whisky,’ which

fawr minnboos latar

Rnwna
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but simply said—'I waat a whisky,” which
T refused him. Bome few minuotes later
Coleman knocked for the third time, and
when I opened the door he made a deter-
mined effort to get in, and put his foot 'n-
gide, but 1 got him out and told him that

if b came in L have him arrested,
as a constable wae inside. He did not ap-
pear to be k, was carrying what
appeared tabas W i.*‘ﬂ'ﬁlﬂ'k. 1 eogld not

see well beeanse 3k was dark, When I lec
the policeman out of the door 1 offered to
go over to the policestation if 1 could be of
any assistance. Fitrgerald aceepted my
pffer, and as we were crossing the roa-
Coleman ran towards us. and thinking he
wanted to get in the botel T ran back, |
locked the: and got out by the veran-

" dah, After 1 learned at the police-station

“that” Coleman” was assisted in
Ej::hrdliorhlm,butmuld find no trace or |

Spreading the News.

The first information of thela.ﬁa.ir was
4_‘bplephgnpd to the city watchhouse at 12.50
: Sunday morning, and Inspector Burches

"~ _at_onee sent word to the police at Good-
x4 Detectiv

wood. ¢ Frasér was informed, and
he and Constables Molloy and Hipwell rode
down to Glenelg on bicycles. Meanwhile
Trooper Matthews, of Brighton, had been
imformed, and he happened to be first om
the scene. A little later a vehicle from the

lice bartacks arrived with Detective
ﬁﬂl‘tﬂ!’ and Constables Parking and Lough-
lin. Detertive Mattin and Sub-Inspector
Priest travelled to Glenelg by the first tram
from the eity, and were suheequen"tllly joined
by the Commissioner (Colonel Madley) and
Inspector Burchell

Bearching for the Fugitive.

From the Glenelg station it appears that
[oleman wenl up the jetty. Dr. O'Leary,
as soon as he found that Comnstable Ring)
had been murdered, borrowed & revolver and
went in search of the aseassin. He walked
ap the jetty, which was practically deserted,
accompanied by another man, and merting &
fisherman said, “Have you geen Coleman?’
The man replied, 1 saw him up at the end
of the jetty.” When the doctor arrived at
the end of the jetty he saw a man, who, in
answer to enquines, said, “He has just gone
down the jetty, and you must have passed
him." From that time no trace of the
murderer has been found. Mpuy rumors,
however, are in circulation. KEarly in the
morning it was stated that he had been
arrested at Brighten, and later in the day
at Morphett Vale, but npetther statement
had any foundation. There is a possibility
that Coleman may bave stowed away oo one
of the ﬁshjni culters, the Arrow, Beatrice,
or Stella, which sailed from the jetty
ghortly after daylight.

As soop 885 the police arrived on the
gcene Coleman’s house was searched, and
the premises were wiiched for the night.
The jetly wus thoroughly examined, and
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The jeily was thorcughly examined, and
at daylicht the Japet and other boals at
1he n.nc%mmge_ were carefully inspected.
Addiitonal police asswtance was ohbtained.
and the distmict all around was scoured
from morning til] mnight without soeeess,

the sandhills being carefally wutched by
Tt was thought

the patrolling constables.

thai the fugitive might have sought tem-
pm'.'ir:{ shelter in the “bluebushes,” which

gomprise much of the vegetation to

found onm the sandhills

s lengihy task. Great indi :
throughout the distriet at the crime.

deceaged constable was  highly  esteemed,
and {he residents gave every assislance lo
ihe poliee in their efforis to caplure the
some that
subsequent Lo the deed, Coleman might
l:mnamb Pa
peered into the water mear the jetly, and
at one timedsnme -:a]nfr was leuli,l_tu ft‘ms
view by the discovery of a man’s shirt [rom
This was taken to Mrs. Cole-
man, but she could not sy that it belonged
grappling

murderer, 1t was surmised b

have drowned himseli. The

the waler.

to her hushand. Be far no
gperitiona have been carried on.
Coleman is armed. In his fli

with him the muzzleloadmg
quantily of
slon Caps.
be can easil
=gcn

between Prighton

and Henley Beach, so that the police had
tion was felt

t he took
g o also a
i and shot and perons-
o is without a ramrod, but

supply this deficie with &
ing-wire., In hinmgmtal

gtraite he may have reconrse to hloodsheil
to avoid arresl. The faet, however, that
he iz armed with an old-fashioned wewpon,
and cannot reload cpeedily, renders him
less dangerous than he wauﬁ be otherwise.

A Description,

J% A}her?_ﬂu]cmﬂq liuﬂﬁi I;_r.]'eam ﬂui
of a “moggety’ i 2 15 de=
atribed &8 foblows:—-5 L. 5 in. or 5 ft. 6 in,
high, stout, of strong build, but not eorpu-
lent, with iron-grey hair, a grey scrubby
moustacrhe, and a few dave’ growth of
beard. ws a hard weather-beaten
face, deeply lined, the bottom jaw protrud.
ing, and a rather large mouth, He was
dressad in dark-grey patehed trousers, vest
of rough woolly material, light fawn-colored
coat, and a dark cap with a glazed peak,
a dark handkerchief pound his neck, a blue
grey woollen shiri, and bloeher boots.

Coleman and His Wiie.

Coleman has lived with his wife [or some
¥ears in a neatly-kept two-roomed stone
and brick cottage, reached by a narrow lane
running off Heidstreet, which is shont 400
viards from the scene of the tragedy. He
i a mative of Deal in Kent. England,
where he was married before coming to
Australia about 32 years ago. He has uo
children, and eo far as can be ascertained
no relations, either in Australia or in Eng-
land.  Mrs. Coleman’s only relative in Ans-

-
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lnnd.  Mrs. Coleman’s only relative in Aps-
tralia was a brother, and he was killed
shoot two vears ago in  an  underground
mining accident at Broken Hill. She, how-
ever, has a brother and sizier lLiving her
native county of Kent. Mrs. Uoleman left
her residence on Sunday moming at 9
o’elock after the premises had been placed
under police sorveillance, and had not e
turned late in the altermoon. Coleman
haa followed the occupation of a fisherman
during his lengthy residence at Glenelg.
He is caid to be a capable seaman, and to
bg well known there &and on Kangaroo
Tsland and all along the coastline. He was
in partnership in the fishing industry which
was condocted in the cmtter Janet, the
largest boat of her type in the Biy on Sun-
day. The Janet once belonged to the late
Bir W. J. T. Clarke, of Melbowrne, and it
was that gentleman who was believed to
have named it after his wife, Janet Lady

| The Murdered Policeman,

| The unfortunate vietim, Albert Edward
Ring, had been stationed in charge of the |
(lenelg police-station for about 18 montha.
He was a fine officer, standing about & fr.
1 in. high, and had a stately appearance.
He wag highly esteemed, and commanded
the grefitest respect from his superior of-
|ficers in the force. He was courbeous,
land at the same time a zealous officer
‘whom the foree could ill-afford to  lose.
Much regret was expressed at Glenelg
‘und elsewhere at his tragic and untimely
death. He was 38 years of age, and
before he joined the police force, nearly
ten rs ago, he was connected with pas-
and other pursuits, and was fer some
time engaged on the Barrier at the mines
It was on August 1, 1898, that he jeined the
service, and soon afterwards he wus sia-
tioned at St. Peters and Marryatville.
He retorhed to the Adelaide station on
September 8, 1802, and was transferred 1o
Glenelg on  November 1, 1904 At the
time of his appeintment there. a quoestion
was raiwdnamhignght to the pass of
officer m «© but the awthorities had
ar ithi -pghte, and justly ap-
‘preciated his merit.  He carmed ont his
duoties satisfactorily, and showed that he
wae worthy of the eonfidence reposed in
him. He was a married man, apd left
a widow and one child.
. Tha Inquest.

The Cu Coroner (Dr. W. Bameay
Bmith) w-at: notified of the tragedy, and he
will hold an inquest Lhiz afterncon. A
amto was performed on Sumday after-
noon by Dr. (FLeary Colonel Madley
has deecided that the remaing of Constable
Ring shall be accorgded a funeral with full
military honors.  The cortege will leave
{ at 145 pam. to-morrow for the
Pagne emetory, and will be met at

e e fowoa 3 ol A
bers of i at 3 o 3
mﬂa will then be formed to Hast-fer-
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bers ol POUCE LOIME AL & O GHICk. =y
pmnu'i!i?}fmﬂ then be formed to East-ter-
race, where tramcars will be provided for

— ot
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