SHARK DEATH

Newcastle_’s Second

ATTACK AT BAR
BEACH

Member of Sutf Clib
Victim

Bar Beach lost lta unblemished
racord of freedom from shark at-
tacks on Baturday afternoon when
one of the members of the Cook's
Hill Burf Club was Killed 150 yards
out, directly Im front of the
pavition.

The victlm was the Bports Becre-
tary of the club, John Weleh, 32,
of Denison-street, Hamllton, o
single man who was supporting a
widowed mother. Bo savagely was
he manled by the shark that when
his body was recovered a few
minutes later it was almost blood-
leas.

Two other club members had
narrow escapes from atiack.

It was the second shark fatality
in Newcastle this season. The firat
victim was a boy, who was attacked
while swirmming in Throsby Cregk.

The tragedy Sent & thrill of
horror through the district. There
were no Awimmers In the surf at
Bar Beach yesterday, for it is
known that sharks frequent the
geene of an attack for several
days. Owing to the rough =seas,
no attempt could be made yester-
day to catch the shark.

1t e pembly ot dusk or om dull dovs
that mitacks nre mmde be gharks in the
wrf  and eonditions at  Bar Beach on
Hpturday nfternaen might  have  hoen
terined  “real cshinrk  wenther"

Weleli was atterked aboat 3300 pome
while he and twn others, Herbert Btroet
pf Conk's FHIN, dhe City Councll's life-
anver ot the heach. and Nocman Atkimn,
a wrelllknown  chammon  swinmer, wore
in the water 150 yards eut, directly in
frant of the pavilion, 7

et befare M o'clock m womber  of
ather clnh mombers and Hobert  New-
hrggin, the junisr  champion Wi I,
were wall ont in the water, bot one hy
ame  they  Teturned ta ﬂ’ll'.helf'h- until
guly Welsh, Btrest and Atkina remained,

Shark Charged Savagely

While thess three wers  swimming
aboet i water between 12ft, and  LSFE.
deen, it 0 belleved that the shark was
directly  benenth  them.  Probably  the
flash, v Walsh's legs wa he gwam t-1|:m=lr
tn the othiev fwo attracted the sharlds
attention, It charged so snvagely that
Wiolwh wam knocke:dl upwnrda and  then
the shark lespt out of the water as it
tisnad Lo dive sboikw torn and bleediog
vietim ;

It was wome fime hefore anyons on
i lian e wheenifleanan  of
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vieTIm ;
It wa= wome fime hefore anyons on
the  bearh  realised  the  wgnifleanee

what had happensd, The twe ather men
i the woter hml o parrow escaps, 1
ioam Aeclared  afterwardn that The  foll
the sudden mwicl of the water &3 the
ahntk charged past him toonttock Welsh.
When Atline whrick ont for the henel,
Street, whn had his hack ta  Welah,
turtied in time lon wes the tail _h-l'li! hnlf
the Lody of the sherk protroding rETI'-In
ihe water. Thore wan no pign of Welsh
Street then swam townrds the reef, about
76 vurds from the shore.
Meanwhile Atking lad  reachead
beneh and taieed the alarm,  Noel Bmith
dorned the resens belt and awam oul
tn joln Mtreet won the recf, whers the
waber wag wnist high, He wam restrain-
el from poing oul to search Jor Welsh,

Victim's Body Recovered

The shuek wik not sesn again,  but
Welash waa alchted aboot three minutes
after the attack, foeating face downwards
in shallow water. Strest, wha ]'I!d -
maiped on the veel, and Hios F'Fr.ll'rl‘l:lt'ln,
another member of the Took's Hill Club,
pescued him, He apoeared Lo ba alresdy

il

Welsl himnelf had one of the keve
nf the capmnlty room, and the cantain
of the elub, W, Siecre, had £ buest
apen the doar to pet a stretoler and
Ilankets nn which to place the vickim
Welsh hal been so zavagely mauted that
he was almosl  blooddlisn,

Newensl e Amlobanee took
body to the Ceneral Hospital and then
to the City Morgue

Saw Welsh Attacked

Naorman Atkina was very upeel hy his
experienre,  He sabd he saw the shark
weite Welsh by the legs, turn him over
anrl then ive strnight down iota the deep
water

Atlkine himaeli had & npreow eacine [oom
attack, Tle enid that he fall the swirl
of the water ahout him a8 Lhe aharl
chariceel his companion,

[t wnm an experience that T never
wish o have nguin,” declaved Herbart
Htreet, who waa wctunlly off duty when
the attacle peewarred,  He waigd he saw AL
kina hegin te swim towards the shore.
Without realising the reason for Atkine's
move, e turned just in tme to ges the
shark leap from the water, He followed
Atkine towards the DLieark, hut when he
renched] the reef, abwul TH vards from the
sligpre, he turned to see where Welah was,
There wae nn wgn of_him or of the ahark,
TWith ﬂil" waldi l'h'i!.'“ll:u about lig walsl,
e walted there in the hope that Welsh
wonld appexr,

Rtreet nelded that Neel Bmith swnm ont
with & Delt and Hoe and wanted to
search for Welah, but he restenined him.
Simith then took off the helt and swam
back to the beach,

“A eonple of minotes  Jatee  added
Rerect, “T mnw the body of Welsh floating
fned downwards {n water about twa feet
deep. 28 ynrde south of whera T was
standing. Hane Freimuth joined me, and
we recovered the body, o couhl aee
Lhat Welsh woa dead. The {leah had heen
torn from hism buttocks, and thers were
alsp 'h‘ll.lqnun one ankle and his right
#lhaw, # must have been hitten at
ek Weimh )

*wlan B was o very popular mem-
her of the club, sod his death is o great
losa to um all,” concluded Birect,

Camival was Postponed

Had the wurf not been veugh, the victim
and other members of the eluh would
havs been st o surf caroival on Dixon

Park Beach, just scouth of the Bar Beach,

Unfuvourabie
post ponement

conditions had caused the
f the earnivel,
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ireet tn have stuyed in the vicinity nftor
g"ﬁ:ll wha nttneled, ; |

It is bolieved that the shark responsibis
for the altack was one which had been
meen oriising around the rocks near Busan
Gikmore Reach, which is abowt 200 yoarda
north of Bar Teach. This particular shark
vent inee to the rocks that chil-
dren threw stones at it.

L
For many yeags Har Beach han bad the
repitation nF heing the safest heach on
the const, Mo previous shark fatallty has
been revarded there. On April 4, 1928, My,
Arthur Flward Lone, 28, of Janst-street,
erewether, wan fatally mttneked whiles
wwimming abont 9 yards sauth af tha
Rar Beach. Associnted with the tragedy
was & hmve nct by Miss Loy Thonildson,
of Brisbane, whn wans '-"i-I:tInf.I friends nt
Newinntle, About 5.3 pm. Lane entered
the water and was attacked a fow minutes
Inter. Wa was smaisted from the waler by

6, but died on the way ta
vietlm of the sttwck, John Walsh

-street, Hamilton, was =

of lectod

Bporta Beoretary of the Conk's Hill Burf
Club at the last anpnin] meeting. Hia
fnthier dlied ahiut fwn yearn . nind ainna
then John Welsh had been hin mother's
main eupport, 1t s helieved that & heo-
ther lives in Bouth Avstralin, “Welsh was
at one time n member of the North
Narrnbheen Burfl Club, bnt ha left Aus-
tralim to takes a  pomitlon At Hamarai,
nysEim, hroe yimrs ago ha rotirned e
Anstralia and at the time of his death ha
was o departmenin] manager st O'Brien’s
drnrc—r,-.* wtare ot West Maitland,

! 1L'1H' funeral will take. place at T30 pm.
oetlar,

Fied Osenad

Cook's Hill 8urf Club has opened’ &
snlaoription list fo puy the funers] mx
oiisen ikl eveel @ wiiblible Levlslons.
e clob has dowatel] L2357 gnd the
Hocin] Commiaties £2:27, Other donations,
miinly [rom members of the club, have
mutle the tatal £2818/. Donations may De
sant to Mr. B. Baker, 00 Beroer-streets
Merewether. H




