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Two childrendie,13 hurtin rockslide

MELBOURNE: Two schoolgirls

died yesterday when fallingboulders

hit themas theyclimbeddownrocks
at a

waterfall

in centralVictoria.

The girls, Danielle Rundle, 12, of
suburbanWest Melton,and Natasha
Karlich,13, of Melton, wereamong
15

children abseiling

at a 30mcliffat
Lal Lal Falls,a popularscenicspot
20km South-west of Ballarat.

Policesaidtheyhad been
standing

on a ledgehalfwaydownthecliff
whenstruckby rocksdislodged

by a
climberabove.

Another 13-year-old
girl suffered a

possiblebroken collarbone,
and 12

morechildrenwenthomelastnight
aftertreatment

for minorinjuriesat
BallaratBase Hospital.

Allthe
childrenwerefromthepri

vate,
co-educational Mowbray Col

lege,Melton,whoseprincipal,Alan
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Patterson,
said he

considered
the two

dead girlsas his own
daughters.

He would"cry
privately".

"I lovethe
children,

and,for me,
it'sa tragedy—

personal,
deepand

complete,"

he said."Thisis a
terribly

caringschooland we all knowthe
childrenand their familiesexception

allywellandit'sthatcaringthatwill'
help us all survive. !

"You know them
[students]

inti-
mately,you sharetheirgriefsand
loves.I losttwo

daughterstoday,not
personally,

but two of my
charges.

"Teachers accepta terriblecharge

of providing an
interesting, challeng-

ing answer to
children's curiosity."

Thirty children
were on a school

excursion

at the falls, and 15 bush
walkedwhile15 abseiledwith two
teachersand two instructors.

A coroner attended

the scene,and
a

geologist

was calledto
examine

the
cliff.

Police said a
physical-education

teacherhad beenin chargeof the
group.


