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WEERR=-END M/AGCRAZIN

At Gundowringa

RECALLING THE PIONEERS

No. 46—Charles Ernest Prell
By James Jervis

Charles Ernest Prell was not a pioneer pastoralist, but he was the pioneer
of soil-conservation in his Goulburn district, and his success has given him

a permanent place in the history of Australian farming.
, WOE ADOUL WU SUATE
Dr. Johnson once gﬂm in area. A low fipure
that the man who was ssked because It was
made two blades of almost waterless.

Erass grow where there Prell examined the sta-
tflon and concluded he
Was only one before was (T, ot CCoter by bor-

wgrﬁh more t}:m ut.lﬁe ing.

whole race of politi-

~clans. This is eXactly manmyer of pis ronied |
what C. E. Prell set out pewly scquired holding,
to do. where, in addition to rear-

Charles Prell wes the
fourth son of F. W. Prell,
B merchant who
came Lo Melbourne In 1853,

Charles was born at Bt.
Kilde on August 15, 1885,

He was educated at the
Hawthorn Grammar School,
Melbourne, and then be-
CAmé @ i-.ckernn on the
Peak Downs Statlon In
Queensiand.

In 1888 Prell's father pur-
chased Richmond Downs
Statlon, between Hughen-
den and Cloncurry, a 1500-
square-mile property carry-
ing 51,000 heand of cattle.

Waterless Property

Prell married Caroline Ivy
Chave in 189 and three
vears later decided to pur-
chase a properiy on his own
account.

Bavannah Downs. about
100 miles south of Norman-
ton, was about 2000 square
miles In area. A low figure
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CHARLES ERNEST PRELL
Early Pasture Improver

ing cattle, horses were bred

for the Indian army.

The tative of the
bank wh sold Bavannah
Downs remarked o .iell
when the deal was cou-
cluded :

"I wish you luck with {t,
Mr. Prell, it has been noti-
l.n.g but & sink to us.”

I'he new owner set o
work to locate Lhe preclous
water, After some fallures
iwo bores were siuccessfigl

Finding water led 1o the

marketing of fut cattle, und
the owner reaped a rich|

Back To NS.W. |

Value af Bavannah
Downs was boosted, and
Prell wus able to dispose of
it at & very profitable figure
slx years after f#t had been
purchased.

Prel o 1905 boueht
Cundowrings In the Goul-

burn district vhout 4500
W rTes,
Duing the following 15

viers e began hls notoable
experiments with  solls,
When Prell boueht Gune
dowrinen, the rabbit wus
fist beglnning to became o

|pest, 80 he began to net
boundaries. But the pests
reached the estate before
|the netting was completed,
and he set to work to ex-
During a trip Eg gl‘ﬁlﬂn&
and France some Vears
ter he had bought Gun-
dowringa, Prell saw what
had been done by English
and farmers o
improving thelr land. After
returning, he set to work
on pasture improvement.
The property was divided
into sections for annual
improvements. Forty men
were employed on this.
After the land was clear-
al a oron of oolatoes WAs |
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| culiural Inspector, suggesi-

After tmul;n;m wmlﬂr-'
el & crop & WaS
ralsed on it. Prell invented
a mechanieal digger and
grader.

The land was then sown
with wheat and oats, and |
the erop cut and conserved
for fodder, some remarkable
vields belng obtained. Al-
ter two years' treatment
the land was sown with
Wrass.

The experiment wis not
a success: the grass Zer-
minated but died down.

Super. Experiment
Subterranean clover was

tried: the plants grew but
had lttle fodder value as

ng were only sabout §
inch high. Then R, N.
Makin, Chief State Agri-

superphosphate |

wl L
: e luxuri-

which produced &

ant wrowth of clover five
o six inches hilgh
Clover treated with st- |

rphosphate gradually ous- |
Lute i3] 1T
Were mhti‘{i and 1:M:ll well,
Eventually the whole pro-
perty hud t:mn treated and.
finally, introduced grasses,
phalarls tuberosa, cocks-|
Toot, sheep's burnet, am‘.t:
perennial rTve werr 50Wn
with the clover. [
Unoualified  success of |
the pasture unurlwrn‘ltn1|
experiments mude 1t pos-|
Jble to subdivide Crindow-
ringe  into three properties
in 19331:. Gundowringa
the home statlon
Alwrunvah, 5187 wcres, Owil-
wl by Harold Preil. and
Wharihsarort, approximutely
2000 acres, whiclh was later
sold by Stanlev Prell
Compirison of production
Agures for 6 three-vew
verid frem 1823 and aealn
{rom 1940 shows  that
whereas one bale of wool
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whereas one bale of woul
was produced frow J4 acres
in the earlier period, 1t

only required 123 acres
to glve a similar quantity
later om.

Comparative yields of
wool per sheep were 9.6 1b.
per sheep In the first period
and 13 Ib. per head in the
second.

Lamb production was
ane lamb to 2.6 acres at
first, and one lamb to 1.86
n-crum in the second.

Gundowringa pro-
perty in 1938 won the Royal
Agricultural Boclety's grass-
lands competition.

More Wool

Prell demonstrated that
improved pastures not oaly
glve the land a greater car-
rylng capacity but also in-
crease the gquantity of wool,

In 1927 the Department
selectead 50 uniform hogget
wethers. These were ghorn
in 1926 and showed =
stralght “sixtles” in quality,

Condition of the sheep
was good store. Hall the
sheep were then placed on
the natural pasture and the
other on  the improved

oo :

In 1928 all the sheep
wera shorm; those grased
onn  the mnatural pastures
welglied 117 Ib. sand cut 12
Ib. 2 oz of wool of “six-
ties” quality, while the
others weighed 137 b, &and
cut 14 1b. 2 oz wut “fifty-
elghts.”

The sheep were agsin |
depastured on the nnturu:;
pnd the improved pastures
in 1828, The sea=0n was |
a bad one |

Those on nDatural
tures welghed 107 lb, at
“slxty-fours,” while those
on Improved land welghed
130 Ib. at “sixties.”

Carrying capacity of the
natural pasture land in
1928 wns one and a gquarter
sheep to the acre and the!
improved country three lo|
the acre. [

Unimproved paddocks!
were brown, the lmproved. |
which had been sown with |
clover nine years earlier, |
were covered with a dense |

IHAS= |
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clover nine years earller,|
were covered with a dense |
pasture of clover and in- |
troduced grasses.
Experiments at Gundow-
rings showed that where
the country was not suifLable
for wgrowing grasses, sub-

|
terranean clover will mn.ke|

it so0.
Corriedale Stud |

As a result of Prell's ex-
periments {he properiyv cor-
ried twice a: many s=heep)
to the acre As i1 did,
sheep reared nearly ten per|
cent, more limba, and out
hislf s much wool .5 for=|
merly. l

Old ernded gullles gradu-| |

ally filled with clover '

Charles Prell became con- |
vineed that the Corrledale,
which had been evolved in
New Zealand in 1874 aa a
cross between the Merino
and the Lincoln, would
prove to be the best on the
tableland country.

Resulta of his experi-
ments deeided him to estab-
lish a stud

From New Zealand |
In 1918 he purchassd 110
eves from the registered

flork of Little, of
Hul Hul, New Zealand, one |
‘of the oldest flocks lu the
Dominion. |

The flock was bulit up
‘woar by wvear untll after!
the purchase of o stud ram
it became =elf-contained

In 1835 C, E. and H. F.
Prell were reported as be-
lrig easily rlie most success-
ful Corrledale exhibitors at
the Svdnev show. |

Between 1934 and 19%4]
the Gundowringu stud won
filve out of six possible ram
champlonships

In 1938 the whole flock
averazed 136 lb. of wool
wille the stud sheep aver-
aged 15 ib. The wool was

appralsed at 20] pence, at
that time & record for
Comeback,

Charles Prell was a wvice-
president of the New Bouth
Wales branch of the Cor-
riedale Bheepbreeders’ Asso-
clation from 1825 to 1932
and President for 1934-35
when he was elected Presl-
cdﬁm of the Federsl Coun-
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cil.

He took a great interest
in tli» work of the Coul-
|burn Agricultural, Pastoral
and Hortlcultural Soclety,

| and was {ts President for

(17 years,

Retirement

| In 1936 he retired, hav-
ing passed the 70th mile-
|stone, He was also a mem-
(ber of the Goulburn PP.
Bourd from 1821 to 1840,
When s Rotary Club was
formed in Goulburn  In
1930 e was elected U8
first President.

In 1837 the King was
pleased to confer on him

‘oihe honor of Officer of the

inmt excellent Order of the
British Emplre (OBE..
| Prell died on 1st July, 1948,
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