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. MINISTER FOR EDUCATION VISITS PARKES :

VISIT TO PARKES

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION. |

New High School Opened.

The Hon. W, Davies (Minigter for Eoucation) arrived at
Parkes on Tuesday night, and at 10 a.m. yesterday was accord.
ed a clvic reception in the Municipal Chambers, when there
was a representative gathering of citizens,

B

Apologles for non-altendance were
received from Revs, H. 8, Bunn anl
W W. Danks, Messrs. R._Job (Presi-
dent Goobape Shire), €. F. Wiliis
{President Chamber of Commereel
W. 1L Bassett  (Presldent Parkes
branch of i(he Farmers and Seitler’
Mg ciation) and E. C. Bast.

Tie Mavor (Ald F. W. Spice
M.L.C) said that all foined In ex
tending & cordial welcome 1o the
Minister, not only because he was o
Minister of the Crown bul becauss
he would open the new high wheanl
He had been acquainted with M
Davies for many  wvears and  Knew
1hat he wou.d have preferréd nog Lo
have had a civie peception, but le
(the apeaker) would not have heen
forgiven by thu- people of Parkes it
hie had not  extended the courtesy
Mr. Daves readised the gresat  re-
sponsibility which 'ad been placed |
upsn Nim  in adminlstering cuch w
hueze department as that of  Fducea
tlon, and {he position could nol he o
hetter hands. Although 1t WHH
agninst  Labor principles, perhaps
Mr Davieg was alwavs the Arst (o
arrive and the last t leave hlz work.
and he was mos) consclentious In the
discharega of his dutlets  The peonle |
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discharge of his dutlets,  The people
of Parkes oped  that before long
they would he glven a fully-fledged
Ligh =il aml better bulldinez (o
replace the dilupldonted ones on the
old siwe, 11 wag realised that the
Ministers activities were hamstrung
by the finoneial position; but it was
hoped  that  that  condition  would
girnn pass, and it would not he the
faunly of Mr. Kenst If their wishes for
the improvements were not realised,

Praise for the Mayor.

Mr. W, I Keast, MT.A, thanked|
the Mavar for the welcome, stating
ithar in All. Spleer the people pos-
gesged a man who always Lried to
pushi ohead a town which was sur-
reiniled by some of the finest land fn
the State The Councll had been
gtrenucus in ‘is campalgn for the
bullding of thes new high school, and
Al Geddes had been one who wonld
nog take "ne’ for an answer. In Mr.
Davies they had a Minister whn was
eonversan! with the needs of the
country people, and he was sure he
wionld agree to the requests which
woild be mpde by a deputation later
in the day. The Minister would he
impresged with the Importance of the

bovwmaza  wwwnad  Alsbelae Foawm A4 WS tha
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II'I'I';}T'UHHE'I'I WITH g IMPpOrtanceg o1 Lne
town and distriet, for 1t was the
bestlighted and one of the most uap-
to-date fowns In the State, much of
the eredit of which was due to the
Mayor, who worked In senson and
out of season for the good of the
community.

Mr. A. MeGregor (Presideni of the
Purents and  Cltizens' Assoclation)
thanked ihe Minister for accepting
the invitation to open the new high
gcehenl,  The peopls of Parkes had
been plugging along * ¢ many years
tn Improve the educatlonal facilities
for thelr children, and they Thad
gsecured a recondary high school, bul
the mistress of the infants' schoeoel
had IFrnrmt-ql him that the accom:
mmlm,*qn was Insuficient and (hat
one rlags had to be housed in  the
primary school, In addition, the
bu'ldings at the primary school were
very much out of date, and [t was
for these remnsons that they wished
Mr, Davies to wislt the school.

Western Spirit.

Mrs*C. G. Preaston (Headmaster
High Bchool) sald that a few days
previadsly another Minister, Mr.
Davidqou, had referred to the bound-
leas hi:!lplulltr of the people of the
Weat., and he could assure Mr. Davies
that I_l;lu hoepitality of Parkew waa
as hopndless ag that of any other
town, Personally, he had been six
vyears in the Far West and realised
i1 fasclnatlon and “‘he hospllality
nand friendliness of its people, which

" brought to mind the lines:
“I Tove a sunburnt country,
A land of sweeping plaing——"

The apeaker referred to the apirit
of the people of the West, the wpirit

- which prompted one who had suffer-
ed under a burden of drought and
debt to ask, “Do you think you can
break my spirit? No. [ will fight

~again.” The West possessed men
[ £ and waman with a ‘anleit akin to
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HmEWNID. FURDTBETM AT
" apnd women with a ‘spirit akin to
kindling wopd which would break
into flame when “ighted by the thatch
of opportunity, He wam giad that the

e :

e ¥ s

seho)
in which

Minister would visit  the
which provided a mirror
the porents were reflected, and in
Parkes had some of the fines
biys and gicls whom It %ad been his
privilege tn teach,

Ald, T, Gededs (Depoty-Mayor) re
ferrisd ihe long agitation which
had resulted In the erection of the|
high nad he was very
pleased that the Minister was pre-
gent 1o npen such a fine building, He |

he

Liv

new aehonl,

hoped that Mr, Davies' sojourn in
Parkes wou'd be o wvery pleasani
(NS

Need for Knowledge.

Mr. i A Gibbona, MHR. also
extended o welcome to the Minlster,
but stated that he regretted that he

had hiein opneucecessfol in his efforts
gn argrlenlinral high school
in DParkes. Recently
having In  view e fot that
L i worth of  tobicen was
fmported  into Australla, bhe  had
juestioned 14 or 20 boys as (o what
they knew of  tebacen  growing, and
ming one conld any information
an  thae subfect 1 Parkes was
prosper 10 o would have Lo Becure o«
ordination in its Industries and thie
could not he  achieved unless (the
clemiontary knowledge immparted
ti the scehoolehildren.  He regrettod
that the Minister conld mol make o
thorongh duspection of the district,
forr wonld Bnd that the  peopde
were of  great  heart. He Hh+?!
spealier) had  bheen  through  other!
wheat belts pecentily and found the
peaple  very  despondent, but the
people of this digirict were hearing

tin have

reiab iahed

Eive
fis

Wit

fuee
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people of this disirict were bhearing
up weil and it was vot showing the
depresslon as greatly as ofler couns
ey LOWTIE,

Minister’s Reply.

Respondiog, Mr, Davies  stated
that he greatly appreclated the wel
come. Mr. Keast that morning had
gahown him a good deal of the dis
trict, and he was impressed with ita
poasibilities At the same time, he
wa- informed that he wonld have (o
Bee fpetful o his public ualerances,
as therp was very strong rivalry be.
betwean  Parkes and Forbes, That
rivalry, If it were healthy, should be
productive of good resulls, however,

and both lowns should recelve sub
stantial heneflt. If the rivalry were
'merely as (o which could bring

about, the lowes! death rate, (he hast
lighted town or the nicest streets, I
would he a very fAne thing. Unfor
tunately, the world to-day was suffer-
ing from another kind of rivalry, the
commereial rivalry between nations,
and the world would be a far happler
place If the competition hetween
pnations eould e placed on the same
hnd suggest-
e between Parkes and  Forhes
What a happy place (e world would
bis today If the money which had
heen spent on the war had been ex-
pended In some Torm of constructive
pffopt— the world  would he a  real
heaven

Another causs of the trouble was
the triumph of the machine, Recent
Iy he had walked through the
Domain, and saw a blg machine dig-
ging a trench 60t wide and 6t deep,
putiing the earth to one slde as neat-
Iy as it could be done by human
hands, and it was followed by only a
few men In charge of it. It would
be mafe to wsay that that machine
alone had taken away the employ
ment of 200 men. At Port Kembla
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ment of 200 men.

ing spun pipes, and it turned them |
aut like sausages, lustead of the

vear's requirements for the Com |
monwealth, and meant that thou

wands of men were deprlved of em
ployment. Some people sald that the
labor-saving machines should he
serapped  hut that was a fallacy—
the trouble was that the machine had |
become the master of man instead of |
man becoming the master of the
machlne,
heen utillged. for reducing the hours |
of labor, and by glving more leisure

place.
In conclusion, the Minlster anid

(that he would take away with him
very many happy recollections of his |
vialy to Parkes,

MINISTER’S VlSlT'

EONTI NUED i sy ol

eraclion uf i new se::undar;r hulldin,g
on the aite bounded by High, Orange,

(Albert and Forster Streets. . On
October 30, 1028, the then Minister
'for Education, Mr. Drummond, Inti-

‘matled that the seheme would be put
'Into operativn subject to funds be-
ing available, Unfortunately the fin-
‘aneinl position became worse . and
withi & clamour from many other
(parts  of the.
urgency ‘'of some even excceding the
requirements ' of Parkes, ummiﬂmhlu
delay pecurred, z!

| Grant for Work.

| Ationg representations were con-
tinued by the local P, and C.A, the
Parkes  Municinal Counell, Chamber

National Library of Australia

At Port Kembla |
there was a machine used for produc |uf Commerce and others, and even

old |
style of having to place each pipe in 'mn-ﬂe
o mould. That machine, working 5, . 7The amount of the contract
for six montba, could- supply all the | ‘was £11,225, and the work nas peen

The machina should huw--

to mankind make the world a happler |

State for works, the |

uuuu wr

Pn.rllea Munlcinal Cmmr.ll

imamr  moArwamm mow

Ulmmh er

tually, in August, 1930, a-grant for
'the work te be proceeded with was
from Uuamp.a‘yml Reliet

carried out by the Building Construe-
|titn Branch of the Public. Works Da
patrtment, .

The site upon which the mew sec-
ondary chool building is erected
' comprises © acres, 2 roods, 3G per-
n!:ea. 54 acres of which was otbained
as a Gbvernment grant in 1919 and
|the remalnder in 1923, :

A dezeription of the new hulltllug
'{s appended.

By reason of 1Ls socondary depait-
| ment, Parkes public school is desig-
|naled an intermedints high achuul
The primary section is divided In-
| to three damemants—hG}rs girls and
infants. The average weekly anrr.tl
|ment 4t the ¢hool for the term end-
'ad in May last was as ‘Iﬂﬂiﬂ’l’ﬂ

L1198

! Boys .. Ay ', .
| OIS o ad Tor get e em s 48T,
| : 'Ille.lltB - o a=il . ii_. CRCRAR L 3”3
Intermediate High .o 0 188
Potal vy, o p s siTh dabs o “BBL

!

Whﬂe oaten:sihly the Eeconas.ry de-
partment ol the school i for pupils
,prunaading tu the ' Intermediate Cetti-
‘fledte only, 1t i» possible for .them (o
I:u.ke the. aaeanﬂanr course rlght to

f - ¥ 1
its cnna!ualun—-—l.eaﬂng Eeruﬁna'ta——
and thera were El pupils beyond the
intermediate stage necording to the'
last figures avallable at Head Ofce.

The present Headmester of the
school is Mr., Ceeil G, Preston, who
controls both the secondary and pri-
'mary departments; Miss I Inwood Is
|Mistress of the girls' department,
'and Mise . Clifton controls the in-

CRRET 3 PIEERS
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land Migs I, Clifton controls the in- ‘The, Minister .and visuors were en-
‘fants, There are elght assisting tmtulnad by the ladies of the P. and
teachers in the -secondary gection | | C.AL at o dainty aftennoon Lo

,ﬂ\re in the mimary hoys' and four in : . e
the mlmar:.r girls' departments, and —
six in the Infnnla making a total of
26 teachers al the school,

Description of New Building.

The new secondary school ‘building
at Paykes hag been erecied by the
Building Construetion Industrinl Un-
dertaking from plans prepared by
tle Government Architect, Cpnstiuc-
tion is of locally made bricks on re-
inforced concrete foundations, and
has - roof covering of lerra cotta
French Pattern tiles, G
| There are six full-sized clasarooms
and two smaller. ones, providing seat-
ing accommodati n for' 252 scholars.
A large assembly hall on the ground
floor and a science room and ‘a pre:
paration room on the fivst floor are
important (featuros, Suitable pro-
vigion .has been made for the teach-
ing staff, and for shelter sheds, lava-
tory and other -aceommaodation for
pupils, including bicyele sheds with
racks for ‘50 bicycles of boys and’
girls. - '

Ground improvements mnlu-:lg turfs
ing, tar- pavlng, new roads, patht.v.
fencing, gates, ote, and there 18 &
new . septic tank, and absorption
trenches for waste water, . The total
cost of the work was just under
£12,000,

A vote of, thanlrs to the M{niatar
‘was proposed by Mr. Keast,. ﬂecm::d
ed by Mr. Gibbong, and ea:ried wtth
aﬂcla.matlun

The Town Bami rendered- ’the
National Anthem and "Advameu ‘Aud-
tralla Fair,” and the Damtr-Mn.yur
then prosen‘ed M. Davies with 2
key, wIﬁth which he unlecked tha main
enfrance door and declaved .the build-|
ing officlally opened. -

'l'ha Mlniater and wvisitors were on-/

W ade g B ARae Clivcdtas T el
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