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LORD ALIENBY

CEREMONYAT O'CONNELl.

ANZAC AVENUE OFFICIALLY
OPENED

'NEVER LED BRAVER
TROOPS.'

Yesterdaymarked a memorable

stage in the history of the pictures

que township of
O'Connell.

It had
a visit from a

distinguishedsoldier

of the Empire, Field Marshal Lord
Allenby, who kindly acceded to the
request of the

residents

to break his
journey to the Jenolan Caves in or
der to

officially

open the completed

portion of the Anzac Avenue, which

are establishing as a memorial to
fallen soldiers. The undertaking

was
inaugurated

In March last, and
the portion of the avenue already

finished covers three quarters of a
mile, and

extends fromthe PostOf
fice in the

direction

of Oberon. The
remaining portion to be laid down
willrun fromthe PostOffice to the
bridge overthe FishRiver, a dis
tance ot another three quartersof a
mile So far 20 trees have been
planted in the completed part of
the avenue; and the

expenditure

in
connection therewithhas been met.
Theyare of the desert ash variety,

and weregrown in the BathurstEx
perimental

Farm for the Sydney Bo
tanical Gardens, whence they were
supplied to the O'ConnellProgress
Association for the purpose indicat

ed.

When the memorial is an accom
plished fact, O'Connell will have as

and
apppreclatlon

of the services ren
dered to the Empire by men who
fought and fell, an avenue of 500
trees, which, it is

estimated,

willcost
£200, and which all concerned con
fidently anticipate,

will be a thing of
beauty and a joy to all

beholders.

It
will add

materially

to the
attractive

ness of the
township,

and, besides be
ing a memorialto the

soldiers,

will
represent a tribute to the energetic

efforts of the local Progress Asso
ciation, and the admirablecommu
nity spirit which brought it about.

Mr. E. A. Gornall,the
president

of
the

Association,

and one of the live
wires of

O'Connell,

has had the as
sistanceof an active body of work
ers of both sexes In

forwarding

the
movement, and all concerned are to
be

congratulated

on the success that
has so far been achieved.

When Lord Allenby arrived at
O'Connell at about 4.30 yesterday af
ternoon, there was a fair

sprinkling

of residents present to witness the
openlng ceremony.Among those in
attendance were Messrs. E. A. Gor

cott, Condon, C. Harris, P. Purdon,

W. H. Josh, W .T. Pickup, Rumble

(and Mrs Rumble, Katoomba), and
Miss B. McKenzle, and Misses Con.
don.

Ideal weather prevailedfor the oc
casion. The sun shone brightly, and
the air was clear and crisp after a
shower of rain, which passed over
the districtan hour or two

previously.

As the distinguished visitors drove

As the distinguished visitors drove
up in a motor car, pilotedby Dr.
Stack, they were received by Mr.
Gornall on behalf of the residents,

and conducted to seats at the side of
the road, across which was stretched

a white ribbon,as a symbol thatthe
avenuewas not yet officially open.

Mr. Gornall, in welcoming Lord
and Lady Allenby, said that the
great Field Marshal'sname was

known the wide world over. Though
O'Connellwas a small settlement,

thatday it would be placed on the
map by Lord

Allenby. Small as it was,

esting history. Mr. Gornall claimed

thatit was the cradle of the West.

It was through O'Connell that the
pioneersof the early days passed to
the Western parts of the colony, and
that was the originalroad over which

they
journeyed.

The road was 100
years old, and two years before that,
tribes of blacks fought in the vici
nity. The first Australian Bishop
was born at

O'Connell,

and the first
divine serviceheldon thissideof the
mountains

took place on the hill just
behind that spot, 102 years ago. It
was indeed a

privilege

to have Lord
Allenby with them that day to open
their avenue. Nextto the King, no
man living could confer greater honor
upon them by his presence than
could Lord Allenby. He was the
man who had freed the Holy Land
from the Infidel. As that avenue

had beenplanted In memory of the
gloriousdead, it was most fitting that
it should be opened by a man who
restoredthe Holy Land to the Chris
tian.

Lord Allenby, speaking in the
simple, earnest tones of the man of
action, made a brief reply. He said
thathe feltit a very greathonorto
be asked to declare openan avenue
dedlcated

to the memory of the gal
lant

Australians

who fellin the war.
He had had the honor of leading

many
Australians,

and he never wish
ed to lead braver troops. Their
names would live for ever In the
gallant deeds they had performed for
the Empire, and It was fitting that
their memory should be perpetuated

by an avenue of thatkind. As the
trees

flourished

and grew larger in
stature, he trusted that the memory

of the men to whomtheywerededi
cated would become greener and
greener, and more firmly fixed in
the minds of their fellow country

men." I havegreat pleasurein
declaringthis avenue open," said
Lord Allenby, in conclusion.

LadyAllenby,witha pairof scis
sors, then severed the ribbon, and
the avenue was

officially

opento the
public.

" I thankyou tor giving me this
opportunity.

It is a great honor,"
remarked Lord Allenby to Mr Gor
nall, after the ceremony.

BeforeLord and Lady Allenby'sde
parture, Private Harris, who fought
in Palestine with the Second Batta
lion, and Mr. H. S.

Westcott,

who
belonged to the Naval Reserve, were
presented to Lord Allenby.

Cheerswere givenfor the distin
guished visitors as they resumed
their journey to Oberon and the Je
nolan Caves.


