LORD ALLENBY

CEREMONY AT O'CONMELL
ZAC OFFICIALLY
AVENUE
"‘" OPENED

“NEVER LED BRAVER
TROOPL™

Yeaterday marked s mamorsble
ptage In the history of the pictures-

gua township of It had
a visit from a 4 ished scldiar
of tha Empire, Marnhal Lord

Allsnby, whe klodly scceded o the
requast of the resldents to break his
journey to the Jemolan Caves in or-
der to ofcially open the completed

of tie Anmac Avenuns, which
the people of O'Connell sod district
ara  establ af & memorial to
fallan mold The uodertakiog
was Ioaugureted in March Imst, snd
the portion of the avenue ~already
finished oovers thres quarters of &
mlls, and extends from the Post Of
fice imthe directlon of Oberon, The
remaining portion to be laid down
will run from the Post Ofcs to the
hridge o¥ar the Fleh River, a dis-
tance of another three guarters of &
mils, Sa far 20 trees have heen
planted i the completed part of
tha avenus, and tie ezpendiinre In
copnection therewith has bean mel
They are of the desart ash varisty,
and wers grown |m the Bathurst Ex-
porimental Farm for the Sydnay Bo-
tanical Gardems, whence thay were
mupplied to the O'Connall Frogress
Association for the purposs indloat-
#d

When the memorial i an socom-
plished fact, O'Copnell will have a8
tangible evidence of lia titnde
wod apppreciation of Lin 8 ced TEh.
dered 1o the Empire by men who
tougal and fell, sm avenue of B0O
treea, which, 1t I8 estimatad, will coat
£200, and which sll concerned eon-
fidently anulecipate, will be & thing of
beauly and o joy to all behdders. It
will add materially to ths attractive-
ness of the township, and, besides ba.
ing n momorial to the soldiers, wiki
represent m tribute to the epergetic
pfforts of the Progress A0
ciatlon, apd ths sdmirable commo-
ity mpirit which brougat it abomt
Mr. E. A, Gornall, the prosjdeni of
the Aseoclation, and ons of the live
wires of O'Connell, hasa had the as
sistamce of am actlve body of work-
orn of hoth sexes lo forwarding the
movement, and all concerned are to
ba congratulated on the soccess that
hus sa far. been schisved,

When Lord Allenby arrived it
'Conpell at about 4.30 yeaterday af-
ternoon, there was & falr spriokilng
of residents presenl Lo witness the
openign ceremony. Among those in
sitendance were Messra, E. A Gor
pall jand Mra Cornall)l, W & Weat-
cott, Condon, C. Harris P. Purdon,
W, H. Josh, W .T. Pickup, Rumhbls
{apd Mra Homble, Katoomba), and
Miss B, MoKenyie, and Misses Con-
A0E.

ldeal weather prevallsd for the oo
canlon, ‘The suno shoos brightly, and
tha alr was clear and erisp aflér a

shower of raln, which passed over |

the district ap houor or two previoasly.
As the dlstlogueished visitors drove
up ln & motor car. plloted by  Dr.
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As the distlogueished visitors drove
up o & motor ear, pllated by  Dr,
Htack, they wers recelved by Mr,
Gornail om hehall of the residents,
and copducted to ssats st the side of
the road, across which was atretched
s wiite ribbon, se & symbol that the
avanun was pot yot officlally open.

Mr. Goroall, ln welooming Lord
ind Lady Allenby, sajd that the
great Flald Marshal's name WAS
known the wide world over. Thourh
O'Connell wan & small settlement,
thot dey 1t would be placed om  the
map by Lard Allenby. Bmall as it waa,
howaver. (he townshlin had an inter
esiing kistory. Mr. Gorpall claimed
that |t woas ths ecradle of the Waat,
[t was throogh O'Conmell that tae
pioneqars of the early days passsed 1o
the Western parts of ths colony, and
that was the origheal rokd over which
they journeyed. The road was 100
years old, aod (wo years before that,
tribes of blacks fought in ths vich
nity,  The first Australing Blshop
wns born at O'Connell, and the frec
divire service aeld on thin side of the
mountalos took plice om the hill just
hehind that spot, 108 years ago. It
wan indesd a privijege (o have Lord
Allendy with them thal dsy to openm
iheir avenge,  MNext to the Eing, no
imun living could eonler greater honor
upon them by his presesce than
could Lord Allenby, He was the
man who had freed the Hely Land
from tha infidel. As t3at avenus
had been planted ln memory of tha
glortous doad, It was most fitting that
it whowld ba opened by a man whe
:Futnnd the Holy Land to the Chris-

ag.

Lord Allenby, speaking in  the
slmple, sarngat tones of the man of
action, made a briel reply, Hg sald
that he falt It a very greal homor to
bi anked to declire opsn an Avenns
dedicated to the memory of the gal-
lant Ausiralisns who fell In tha war,
He hod 3sd the bopor of lesding
many Australinns, sod by never wish-
ed Lo ledd braver troopa, The'r
names would liva fos var Im the
gailant deeds they had parformed for
the Empira, and 1L was [itkisg Lhat
thelr meémory should %e perpetuated
by nn avenue of Lhal kind As the
treen flourishod and grew larger In
statore, he trusted tuat ths maom
of the mén to whom Loy wire dedi-
cated would becoma groener and
Ereener, and’ mora firmily fixed In
the minde of thalr Iellow country
men.  “l hAve greal plensurs In
declaring this aveonus opem™  mald
Lord Allenby, in ropcluniod,

Lady Allpnby, with a pair of acle
:ﬂ:.'n n murﬂ; Tihdfl ribbon, and

veons was offic
i b y opén Lo the

“l themk you fir glving me this
epportusifty, It is a grost hopor™
romarked Lord Allechy 10 Mr Gur.
nall, nfter tha cersmony,

Betors Lord and Lady Allenby's de.

Private Harris, who foughi
n P““ﬂuﬂirmﬂ ﬂu-w Batta-

o, mo , H. 8. edlooit, wio
balonged to the Naval Reserve, wore
prasented to Lord Allenby,

Cheors were glven for the distim
guished wisliors =ma they reaumsd

thalr journey to Oberon mod the J
nalan Cawvan, o
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