DEATH OF MR E. A. ROBERTS,

Whilst walking throngh the Quesn’s
Hill from the House af Represem o
tives on Tuesdny, snys the *‘Argns.”
where a [ew momenta before he hodl
boey miing wn actve paet In the pro
teudlings, Mr. Ernest Alfred Hobaeris,
Lhe member for Adelidde fell o the
bage of the statue of the Inte Quueen
Yiotoria, nnl was dend before o el
Ing hand conld reneh Wi, The Es
thontes hod  been  under discusslon,
and Mr, Roberts. feellng the bear, Leh
the chumber, and was walking in the
dirention of the l[brary, when, wiiheunt
a wird, b fell. At that moment one
of the Parlinmentnry attendants, Mr.
Gy Gaskel, wus passing scross the hall,
Ad hes rushed fo the assistianees of Mr.
Roberts, 1ifting hix hend on te his
knea. Almaost ot the same mowuwent Mr
Arehibald, the mewtwr for Hindmamsif '
entersl the hall throngh the .;lnu*-*
from the library, and he hastened by

the slde of his colleagie This wn=
al 19 lnnles past 5 o'clsck,
Dr. Molomeys was  hurriedly  sum

monsl from the chamber, and he (0
nll that was possible 1o restore wulnm:
tlon, bul he Intimated that onls The
faintest hope conbl be held oul. as ehie
putse had ceased. and the actlon of hi
heart was fnpereep! lbie,

P, W, B, 0'Hara arerived, sinl hny
ing whispered o word thar there wios
o skgn of 1ifie, soweone amongs the
numbar oversl the dead facre with o
linndkerchisr,

Mr. Eruesr Alfred Roberts swas Lorn
in London on Februnry 20, 1865, and
WA therefore in Lis 46th year Lo
wis silueated (n Guernsey. Ag oo Loy
he rin away 0 sea, and for seyeral
iirs bl oo pelvemturous sallor’s e
whicli, auwing other parts of the world,

togt hibime 1o the Soufh Beas,  Toa 18%0
hig sottled (u Port Pirle, Fae some
years he worked ou wharves {here,

The mIft of publlc spenking cive him
porminence  woong his  felliwes mned
thie wiEeearners of Port Plrle e
Wim his oppociundty in e Legi-d o
tar by returning hlm e one of the
wombers of  the Assembly Tfor Gl
stone, In April, 1886 He was then 24
venr®m alll, and wos for several yenva
Enown a8 the aby of the Honusa, The
mwwt strikcing Incldent pasociited with
Mr. Roberts's eapeep In the South
vustralian Loglslntire was the part
fe ploved in the downfpll of the long
Hym] Kingeton Ministry.

Mr. RHoberts eomtinmed o msiaber of
the Soath  Anstrallan Assembly  gptil
April. 1902 Mimnwhite thes aultitars
apirit seiged bim. sud he Joloed the
Sonth  Austrolian  foreess o Sonth
Africa during the Poer War.

i thee Brer oceaston he hielll the
pink of  MHeulepan! In the Fourth
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TR M DITRT  aW™iER00 I el L&
pink of  Mleglepant o the Fourth
south  Ansirallnp  Condingent. com

mnmied by Caline] Rowell, CB., nnd
on o seeond  ovcasim as adjutant in
the Victorian contingen!, lal by Lieut.-
Colonel M Teish, CMG. from whom
he receivedl o lotter expressing high
nppreciation of his services

Mr. Robert= remuidned our of palbtles
unill May. 1005 when he re-entered
the Assemlily for o teno of three
yenrs 03 one of the representatives of
Adlelnlde,

Mr. Roberis sntermd the House of
Represontatives s member for Ade
lnlde Iu succession to the Inge Mr. C
. Kingaton, and wis ome of the
younger members of the Labour party
whoae Miore wp= full of
With mhist health. there was no posi-
tton the party could have bestowed
which would have been beyond his
eapacity to win., As ¥ was, with his
indifferent heaith. he had  already
won nn honorary positlon In n Labouor
Administration. and wns leoked upon
a3 being certain of Ministerial office
should Labour aguin come info power,

Combined with devotion to duiy was
the Parllamentary iostinet strongly
developad.  Attendsnes In the House
and  attention to proceedings were
with him plensint dutles. While other
members sought reloxation owtside, he
was oontent to sl In the chamber For
hours, Intereated and vigllant,  Tle
was a master of the rules of the House,
anid of forms and procedure, had o
taculty for argument, 8 good command
of language, and In the hent of debate
wa#e a bard-hitter. Hix physienl eon-
ditlon mada it necessary for him 1o
exorcise restralot. He tad been warned
agninst the dangers of over-exeltement.
npd even In the mos! sirenoous mo-
ments of erosschamber exchanges his

self-conirol  was go  oxcellenl  hinl.
nlthongh hiz words were forcefnl and
sharp, hils feellogs never seemel to lw
ruffied.  Fis military troining and ox-
previenwce nuvdle him of special valus 1o
the Fisher Mindstry. for with rthe
Minlster for Defence (Senntor ey ree |
in the Hounte it was necessary rhad
the depsriment should be represented
in the House of Heproseniuiives. The
“trenuous election canpalgn earller in
Llie year fended, If auything fo stil]
further wnderinine Mr. Itobwris's
strenetls, but this did wor deter Lim
fromm tuklog un setive port o the
urduons . sesalon  pow  deawlng o g
shime,  1e was onstant o Wle artend-
anwe, ahil his devotbon to duty mosi
have played o lurge part In hosteninge
hiw lraghe and antimely death.

Mr. Moberis enjoyed e conflilence
il his constivuents Inoo Inrge e e
the voting for Adelnlde w1 the fas
vloct low  belig . — —
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vloet o I-n_-lu;..,_— = NG ,...'
F. A, Roberts .. .. .+ 1B, 119
J. A, Urnfg (Tibernl) .. .. 6564

E. J. Uralgte (Independent ) L

Mr. Hoberis left & widow st Pros
pet (a doughter of the late Mr Iv
Unlling, whom he marrled at Por
Pirle) and four children, Mr. E. A
W. Hoberta i journalist ), Mises Winda,
Florence, nnrl Beryl Roberts, The e
muins were takem to Adelalile for in-
Termennt.,

The deatleroll of wembers of the
Commonwenith Parliyment sines the
inception of Federalion lns besn o
heavy oue, in which Bouth Australly
largely fligures. No fewer than five
representatives of South Australian
ecoustityencles  have disd of recent
vears, three of the deaths having been
trogle in their suddenness. Sir Freder.
lek Hodder, the Speaker In the House
of  Representatived, collipas] In  the
Chamber  after an  oll-odght  debate,
amil dled in the Speaker’s room ol
joining. Mr. B, L. Batchelor, then
Ministar for Home Affairs lu the Fisher
Minlstry, died suddimly oue Sunday
while on a wanlklng tour with the
members of the Melbourne Willaby
Cluly; white the third in the st of the
nnexpected fataliles 1s Mr. Roberts,
The other South Australians who dled
while wembers of the House of Repre-
rentitives are Mr, C. O, Kingstion and
Mr,  James  Hutchison, while Sir
Hichard Baker. Benmor Vardon, and
Mr. V. L. Bolinon died shorily affer
thelr memberstip censed.
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