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News of the Mountains District

The Pass ot—iﬁctoria (entenary

—_—— -

GREAT WORK OF A GREAT NAN

TRIBUTE TO SIR THOMAS LIVINGSTON
MITCHELL ON THE SCENE OF HIS
ACHIEVEMENT e

Mt. Victoria Centenary Committee’s Fine
Work

The great majority of Australians enter into their heritage
of a free and bounteous land with little thought to the story
of its early development, the price paid in human suffermg,
and the courage, endurance, and perseverence of the early
explorers and pioneers. Our brief history aﬂ'nrd_s many
storiez of the indomitable will of these great men: their strug-
gles and hardships, failures and victories, not the least of
which concerns the conquest of our own fer-famed Blue Moun-
tains, without which the State would mnever have been o
[ reality. _

"When Blaxland, Lawson, and Wentwoath conquered the
trackless heights and depths of the mountain fastness and,
from a rocky eminence, glimpsed the Promised Land of the
West, they opened up for development the vast inland areas
ﬂf HE‘W Eﬂut.h Wﬂ“u 3

It was, however, with another conguest — the building of
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It was, however, with another conguest — the building of
the Pass of Victoria, nearly 20 years later, by Surveyor-General
Sir Thomas Livingston Mitchell, which was the objective of
Saturday's interesting ceremony. Faced with the realities
of to-day it is hard to visualise the difficulties of comstruction
encountered just 100 years ago, but the fact remains that the
road builded in those early days is still the great highway to

the West,

The memorial perpetuates the name of a man associated
with a great work, with all its historical associations, and the
preat part it played in furthering the development of the in-
land plains of the State, It is the first memorial erected to
Sir Thomas Livingston Mitchell in N.S.W. .

To the foresight and zeal of the IMi. Victoria Centenary
Committee the ceremony was due and, by its efforts, the com-
mittee has earned the thanks of the community, notwith-
standing the lack of support that was encountered.

Forty members of the Royal Historical SBociety were present.

The ides of celebrating the cen-
fenary of Lthe Pass of Vieloris wis
fivst vonesived hy Cr. Mathews, al
Mt Victoria, and fn May of last year
o eomnyties was formed with Cr. W.
P Cripps (ehairman), Cr. W, P.
Mathews (1reasurer) aud Mr, H. G
Dalziel (hon. secretary), A declsion
wias matde Lo civenlarisn Mouantning
residents Tor funds  towards Lhe
ereciion of a suitable memorial Lo
v Thomas Livingsion Milchell and
fv crosle fnleresl in the even| gen-
erally, The nublic purse-girings re
mained securely tied, however, ani
the commitles met with one disap-
pointment alfter another,  Notwith-
standing (this adversity, il zeslously
gontinned ilg actvitles, determined
(bt ways - and meuns musl he found
fo earry s plan Lo A suceesfol con-
rlugion. The Roval Histarical Sao-
ciely was nppealed to for authentic

information and assistance and re- |

sponded generously, alto dovating
the marhie inscription-plate afixed
lo. the obelisk, Mr. Blackwood, the
lkatopmba archiftect znve  valu-

ahle  aselslanee by preparing the
plans,
The  commiltec’s nexi diffenlly

roncarned the seguisition of & swit- |

il sfie.  The top of the Pass way
favoured bul the Jand was tog ‘vost-
¥, The Sighis Meserves: Trust cumc
Lo the rescus by offering Mitchell’s
fldge, which was accepled. On Mr.
Cripms resignation  Irom the presi-
dency, Cr. Percy Wilson, of B.M.
Shive, was prevailed wpon to A1 Lhe
vacaney, His Council donsted £50
ind the Trostees followed with £40.
whith greaily relieved the fAuancial
nosition and cncouraged the com-
mitlee Lo coniinpe itz efforts. Coun-
til then set abouol  swperviging the
vrection of the obelisk, wlhich will
lie eninpleled whep additional funds
are avallable. [ will fower skywards
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e tnmpletet when additional funds
are avallable. [ will fower skywards
for 30t and will heve &n electric
leacon on lop, which will be visibie
for many miles from all points of
ibe compass. The cost In sione was
eslimated at L700, and in synlhelie
slone  ml EZED. hut, owing to the
diffiestlly of procoring the Necessary
funds il §s probable that the cheap-
er gcheme will he adopted.

THE UNVEILING OEREMONY

Mitchell’'s Ridge, o gpur bordering
e gpreat Kanimbla Valley, and com-
manding an extebsive palorama, pie-
gented an animated appearance when
President Percy Wilson opened the
proceedings. Toeluded in the gather-
ing wers Mr. G. B, F. Mann snd Mr
L. F. Mann, grandsons of Sir Thomas
Livingston Mitchell, which provided
an Interesting persclal nole Lo the
ceramony, Others presont wera Mr.l

0. E. Friand (Pregldent). Mr K. H.
Cramp (hon, sec.) and apprn:lmnt2~|
lv forty other members of the Royal
Higtorieal Society; Mr, Lamble. [
Directar of the Government Tourigt
Bureau; Hen, J. Jackson, M.L.A.

| Miniater for Local Government; Mr
1], N. Lewson, M.H.R. ({Macquarie),
‘Mr. Hamilton Knight, M L.A. (Hart-
ley), formerly member for this dis-

Iriel; Mr. Gregory, Secrelary and
Pulficity Officer of the N.R.M.A;
and representatives of Hatoomgba,
Lithgow, and Dlackheatlh Munieipsal
Couneils, Urban  Avea Committess;
ele.

“Bfanding al this spot, where one
aun Wew (tha magnitude and magnifi-
cetiep of the  Nills and vellevs, fills
one with awe and reverence f{or
wha| hag tramspired during the past
cotitnry," declared President Tarcy
Wilsom, "The discovery of a coud-
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PN Y © WECIreg PFresiuene rruErcy
Wilson, “The discovery of a coun-
iry does pot count 80 much as s
development, but this country has
Theen developed upon the finesl ira-
ditione of vatlonhood., Men of akil-
ity .and loyalty had made greai sne-
vifices in he'ranes of thelr countey,
and when the Governor bad called
for yolunicers Lo croks ibe forbid-
ding ranges, solid, capable, enduring
men came forward to undertake the
task, How they pecomplished it is
alrandy known. Later Sir Thomas
Livingston Mitchell was sent (o
survey the voed awnd enl the pass
down the mountain side. It looks
aasy enough now, but thers wag @
niountaln there then, Milchell was
undauinted; he romoved {he mont-
Lerim,

“Afler 100 years it by skl
thir hest. track they oould gel,
Tl Main Moals Jaamsd lued ile-
eideal to ehange 1he route and
hod Tullded  ihe miw Victoria
P (Bevphofer's Pass).  Af-
ter o few years, bowever, the
BAL shire hnd osked ihat ihe
new pdd  be iaken off s
hinds mnd o yelorn made (o
Mileliell's Pass, whicly was il
greatest tribate (i could be
paid o the skill of the man
who made (0,

“Bllakespeare Liad written: The
evil thal men do lves afier them;
the good = oft interred with their
bounes," but In this case the good
work of 8lr Thomas Livingston Mit-
chel| 1ived after him,

"It was due to a handiul of cfti-
zens of Mount Vietorla that the
centenary scheme had been kept
alive. The appeal for funds had
not béen what they should, but
then it wis repognised times were
naot what they should he, Appes
for Government assistance had prov-
ed unawvailing. It is not & ML Vietaria

cobitluded the speaker, "It coneerns
the things . whleh pations take a
pride In, and we musl not fat it rest
unti] the obelisk is completad,” ;-
Cr., W. P. Mathewa (Presfieni of
the Neserves Trust), engaged in the
buginess of irensporling  toorisls
whith mewessitated {he continual
passing of the inseription which in-
dicglad the road was opened fn
1223, Decme impreseed with the
necessity of - perpetueting the work
of Blr Thomas Livingston Mitehell
and determined that & ceremony of
importamce should mark the centen-
aryiof his achlevement. In oullining
th histéry of the centenary ecommii.
tee, and the many & obstacles en-
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conlitered, by patd a graceful tribule
to the eforts of Cr. Percy Wilson,
“U te a matter of regrel,” he added,
“thnl thousands of- echool children
are ol present bere to-day, to ap-
preciste  whal the early pioneers
hiad sccomplished. The Minister for
Bdueation had been inlormed of
the ceremony with the hope that a
lirge bpumber of children  Would
attend. The Governmenl bad only
given 2 limited amount of monhey
for Lhe upkeep of reserves, hul there
i« more than tracks and Ilookouts
witleh Tequire sitention,” ha said.

“Mount Vietorin  is wvich in
phives  of  Rislovieal  intercst,
whicl §i i owr duty fo hring
before the pablic. 1 oviglnated
ihe venjcmoy seheae ol 1 am
prroud jiidecd (o have heon as-
wilpdedl  wiith the committen
which masde the corcmony oS-
sible."

MISTORY oF BLUE MOUNTAINS
EXTILORATION

Mr. 0. E. Priend, Presidenl of
lha Naval Histeries! Boeiely, was
ihe next speiakey and hefore pro-
voeding to give an historical resume
af the mouniains expressed thanks
on hebalf of bis members for the
invitalion to participate in the cere
mony, *The Blue Mounlains were
arighially known ag the Carmanthep
Hills, . declaved the speaker, ‘mnd
wore g0 named by Governor Philip,
When they got the name of Lhe Blue
Mountoing, we do nol know, As far
aek os January, 1784, Capl. Wal-
kin-Tencl, of the Marines and My
Ardnell lad pevetrated as far  as
Emu Plaine and discoversd g rlver,
which they described as pearly ay
wide o8 the Thames st Puiney, It
was named by the Governor, Nepeal.
The following Decemiber Lieutenapt
Dawes wan despatched with a viaw
{o tenchilug the Mowpuoilajus and Look
radions Tor himself and party for 190
days amid peneirated some ning miles
over (he mountiwioe, In 1754 Quar-
ter Master Haeking, of the Sirfus,
and others, after 10 days reached
24} miles furtber and had 4o rveturn,
In 1796 Buss and n small party of
pieked men, after 16 days, returmed
and deelared any crossing impass-
able, In 1802 a delermined effort
wis made Lo eéross the monnotaine.
Eunsign  Frateis Barralier. of the
MN.EW. Corps. making the altempl.
Governor King was very anxious to
gel o track openced over the mogn-
totng and this little pariy left Par-
ramatte g November, 1802, consjsi-
ing of four soldiers and five com-
victs, and a native Gory with a wagp-
zon snd two bulloeks, They reaeh-
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ron and itwo bullogks, They reach-
ed Matloi apd tried Lo get up via the
Wollondilly sowewhere obout what
we now kuow &5 Yarranderrie. They
found the patives very hosilla and
returned to thefr camp at WNattal.
on 28nd November. They started
on o second expedition  with, five
glrong men and two  hatives, and
reached ag fmr as Christie's Oreek,
15 miles from Jenolan Caves. They,
eglimsted they had travellad 147
mileg from the Mepean,
“rememeber Barréller in later life
erealed ihe Welgon Monmoment in
Tralalgar Square, He died 11ih.
June, 1863, aged &0 Years,

In 1805 Caley sel out with four
of Uie sirongest men in the colouy
Ao cross the Carmanthen Monntaing
He made this atlempt via the Hawk-
egbury  hut, ke others, 'he also
failed. In 18510 ibere was no Beitle-
menl beyond {he Couniy of Cum-
herland and (he River Hunier, tha

rest nf the country belng entirely-

ghul o by the Rlue Mountains.
- The wear 1813  lweing a wyeor of

Mr. Hamillon Knight, M.L.A.,

(Hartley), formerly membar for

this district, who Wag. present

.at the gathering, and supported

the toast to “The Blue' Mpin-
taing Distriet."

EEENEER N1
drought., with ecattie and 'e:h?ep ay-
ing owing o the scareity of Ernes,,
induced further attempts F'to he
made. It was {o Blaxland (hai Goy-
ernor Macquarie expressed a wish

that lia shnuld 1ee and aalea Gk
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ernor Macquarie expressed a wish
that le should try and solve the
dificulty, -Blaxland A mads ovary
preparation and asked L, Lawsen
(38). of Lhe Veterap Corps, and W.
C. Wentworth, 20, som- of Darey
Weniworth, to aecompany bim. On
Tuesday, 11th May, 1513, Blaxland
and party feft South Creak and push-
ed forward an far as Glenbrook

Ten days after leaving they found a
cairn of stones erected by white
people, but "by whom It* iz pot
known. Some gay Caley; others' H.
Hacking. in 1794, PFor many years
this wae known as Caley's Repulse.
This little- badd pushed steadily
on pnd on May 241h camped ai what
we now know as Blackheath, from
where they saw the Kanimbla Val-
ley, and also make mention of
trouble with natives. Having redgl-
2#d this point they each econgratu-
lated the other and shook handa,
Four duye later, Zgth May, . pgrass
country was ‘seen in the hevood,
Thia would e 17 days afler leaving
foulh Creek, It was the first time
thelr horaes had come on any decent
pasturage. They ware mt ML York
Just near us here, on 2ad June, and
o E§th June returned homeward,
baving satisfied themselves inal
Lhey had pepetrated thomas unknown
mountaing .

On 20th November, 1815, Mae-
quarie sent Survevor Evans lo ex-
Plora the gountry further and he
iléo crossed the mountains. In  a
Government arder of I2th Febru-
ary, 1814, Macguarie thanks Bilax-
land, Wentworth, snd Lawson, and
grantse Evans 1080 scves Inp Tau
menia, or as It was then known,
Van Dieman's Land, Hogn after
Evaus returned “Willinin Cox. of
Clarendon, Windsor, wa: asked by
Lhe Qovernor §f he could undertake
Lhe Luilding of a road over the
mountains. Instead of "road”™ we
ehould say track, but he vras so wall
supplied with conviet Iabour that he
actomplished this great work of
building the first track over in six
months,. Mrs, Cox was the fest
white woman to cross the moun-
taiug, Cox veceived a graot of
Heraford, on the Bathurst Plainz,
215t Janwary, 1815, au a reward,

On 28ih April, 1515, Governor
Macguarie drove over e voad i
Bathurel, and on Tih ‘May fizxed the
sile for the town of Bathurst We
ledrn he returned from DRathurst 1o
Sydiey in npine days, Lawsen be-
came the first commandant of Bath-
urst and died at Veteran Hall in
1850,

The first land grant in the Balh-
urst district, 1000 acres, was mede

to La-Colonel RBir Mouriee 0O'Con-
Nall af itha Tled Darinand

———————
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to La-Colonel Bir Mouriee 0O'Con-
nell, of the Tird Regiment, present-
ed to him when be married Qover-
nor Bligh's daugbter, Mre, Putland,
William Lea, a .name so well-known
fo us, was the firgt Lo take shesp
acrogss (he mountains Im 1816 This
1 think deale with the earlier stage
of this wonderful road,

Followiagg Lhe wisit fto Bathurst
by Governor Sir Richard Burke fn
1332, he sent for Burvevor-General
Sir Thomas Milchell, and after dis-
cussing the matter, instrocted him
1o make all hecessary afrangements
to make & good road over the monn-
tains, and to sclentlfleallv construet
bridges, ele. We all know Thow
Mzjor Mitehell responded and the
wonderful road he bollt, This, of
course, follows (Coxs early road,
but devidles in many plices, sueh as
where we now are, Cox's road being
I understand, a mile from ihis pre-
seuf spot. © It s eeriainly wonderful
to think that meny of the bridevs
butit py David Lenvex, ander Mit-
chell; still gurvive to-day and carry
the (rafiic,

The old track made by Cox prac-
Lically followed on Blaxland'zs line.
Hir Thomas Mitehe!l earried sul his
greal and wonderfal work aund;® at
itE time, was considerad one of the
wonders of the world. This great
watrk certainly led to the opening up
of the golden wesl,

To-day so many of us evoss up
and down these mountaing, with no
thought of the past, We just think
we are on g good yoad; iL s g pity
we do pot stop fo think for a min-
ule of the wonderful work that was
done by Mitchell and Cox and
others. It was a tremendous task
Lo contemplate building & road over
the mountaing, and the work done
was a cradit from Mitchell dowa-
wards to his convicl servants.

Mr. K. R, Cramp (Hon, Becrelary
Roval Historicsl. Society) supporied
hiz president DbY recounting miny
additional noints of historleal intey-
est, dealln~ more particularly with
the life of Mitchell.- He strue} a
hiimorous note throughout his dis-
gourse “'It is plﬂasjug Lo BEg g EEnge
of historieal walue develaping in
NEW.," he remarked, “'Sentiment
means a lot to the community; it is
goul-preserving, prevenis couserval-
fsm and the tendemey to become Loo
practical. “The consttuction of the
first road to-the West (101 miles)
wag accomplished by 28 men In 2
few monthe—a remarkable achieva-
mentl. For speediness §t beat the
Muing Hoad Boeard heollow, but we
musl not say anything aboul the |
quality of the work. Il was often|
hecessalry to Lie a trea  on lo the
bizck of the wapggon when dcum}!

ittg on the weslern side. Sir Tl'mmuti|
I Mahall had o enlandid selliisss oo
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ling on the waslern side. Sir Thomas |
Mitchell bad » splendid military ro-
cord before coming to Australis and
had fought under the Duke of Wel-
"lington. He wore s medul with five
clasps, signifying the bottles
which hLe had taken part, Tt was
Mitehell who eaid, ‘I hope Australia

will be thorowghly English far
thousauds of years”
Hon. J. Jasksen, M.L.A., was

then called upon to uuvell the me-
morial, whish boears the following
Inecription: .

PASS OF VICTORIA

Ooustrocted under the direction
of Bir Thomas Livingsion Mit-
ohell, Burveyor-Genernl, Opoms
ad by Governor Richard Bourke
Tretober 28, 1832—1D32,

{R.AHSE.

"Yesterday 1 saw the tomb of Sir
Thomes Liviogston Mitehel] at
Cemperdown cemelery; 1 have
wilked In the same lanes of Stir-
lingshire, and to-day 1 stand on the
scene  of his achievement,™ sald
thgy Hon. Minisier for Local Govern-
ment, “We canonot help fesling
broader In our outlook &8 we gaze
acrogs these wonderful hille and
conlemplate the doings of 100 vears
agn. The road construgted by this
Ereaf men wes really thé first traf-
Reable rond to the West, and was
oneg of the most remarksble engi-
nesring schievementis in the histary
of Australia Oneg purpose served by
memoriale is to spur us lo gréster
efforts on behall of our country,
and To teach boys and girls the|
history and traditione which mat-
ler so much to the race. Sir Thomas
Livingston Mitchell wag a man of
greai . determination, and contemp-

orary hislory recalis Lim as singu-
larly vich in jndustry awd ability.
I pm reminded of Banjo Patlerzon's
words;—

“Our fathers caome of roving stock
{ That could not fixed abide™
which spirit found expression in the
desire to push [urther Wesl, Mit-
chell permitted no obptacle Lo deter
him in making the western road,"
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Hon, J. Jacksou, M.L.A., Minis-
ter for Local Government, who

performed Lhe unveiling oere-
mouy.
Enn m—— s -_-—-1::_: :::i:;:{ =-:__:

said Mr. Jackson in conclusion, “and
to-day, 1040 vears laler, wa arg Teap-
ing the bLenofits of hie Dever-to-be-
forgotten work." E

Mr, Dalsiell presanted Mr Jack-
spp with & book of views of Mount
Vicetoria. and district, and  Ittle
Qloria Wilson presedted Mra Jack-
son- with n bougtiet.

Votes of (hankg (o Mr Jackson
and Cr., Percy Wilson (chaleman),
concluded the fupetion al the me-
Jmorial and an adjostoment  was
madg to Lhe Imperial Hotel. where
afterncon tea was served and seve-
ral toasis hononred.

RNOTES,

Katoomba Couneil wis TeRresent-
ed by Aldermen Benson, Bailey, and
Maling. and Mr, F. €, Taylar (Town
Clerk). Digger H J. Ellioit repre-
sonted the Katoomba-Leurz  Sob-
Branch RS & S5 1LL.A.

L] - &

Ten prettily frocked Mide wald-
ells — Marie Ireland, Shetla Smith-
gon, Nina ™avlor, Blia Tavlor, Ellen
Guy, Audrey Deau, Milda Warver,
Nellie Martin, Pauiine Neave, snd
Mary Clarke — rajsed g consider-
able sum of money by the sale of
Centenary commemoration buitons,
They were dressed in Barly Vietor-
ian costumes wlich gave quilg a
picturesgue touch to the gathering,

L] ) ¥

ML, Victoria streels were pgaily
dressed with  busting., whieli was
loaned by Katoomba and Black-

Ieath Municipa] Councils
. * &

Mrs Deprose conducted g refresh-
ment stall op Mitehell's Ridge, 10
rer ceut of the proceeds were do-
rled (o the B M.D.AM. Hospital.

* . *

Mr. J. Preston, of Hariley Vale.
bad lwe lorge lelescopes on Lhe
rld s . pavsme ek deae N E 8
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bad lwe large lelescopes on Lhe
ridge—a service largely availed of
by wvisitors. My I'reston bhas made
an extroordinary recovery I[rem A
fractured spime, which he sustaimed
in-an accident at Brown's Gap Iost
¥ear. He g mnol, howaver, able to
do any work of s laborious aature.
4 . L

B.M. 8hire Council evidently be-
lieves In taking agdvaniage of wuy
opportunill whereby publeity mighi
be turned to account. fis aclion in
distribuiing gratis a- large number
of view-hooke of My Vietoria and
digtrict wae an enterprisivg  wove,
ihe henefits fram which should far
outweigh the costa iherehby entsil-|

ed.
L ] . . Y
Mr. H. B. Maiden, Bhire Cleri,
WHE @ busy man al thg ceremony,

and wag responsible fn a lurpe meas-
ure for the specess of 1lie arpantea-
tion, .

L ] .. . L[]

Mr., 4. Mamning, of Katoomba,
Look several fine photographs which,
in wiew of their lbistorical interest,
are i most suitable memento of the

cersmony.

ol L] L] b

The Hazelbrook-Lawson Band, un-
der ilie baton [ of Dandmastor

C. H. Fisher, rendered appropiate
nmiusic throughout ke day,
-] [ ] L 2

Mr. Pulvlek O'Drien, who left M1
Vietorda 65 years ago, after 10 vears
residence in the district, and whao
hand never gpent & night in the town
sinec. wag an luteresting personality
atlending thé funelion, He rememn-
hers . when stone was quarvied for

ihe presenl slatlon at ML Victoria,
by his father, [rom the hole below
[the old tell-bar, nedr the Mt Vie-
toria hridge. Mr. O'Brien pow lives
In retiremeut al Brolte,

L L]

Mr. R MeGurry, 72 years of agp,
and who has been a resident of Harl-
ley for G5 years, tells many inter-
esting anecdotes of the early’ days.
His family hag been clusely identl-
fled with the development of (he
Hartley area,

] a .

Judge Backhouse wes a member
of the party from the Roval Histori-
cal Society. Miss Elizabeth Betts,
a great-grand-daughter of Rev, Sam-
uel Marsden (second Chaploin in
New South Wiles), was ales pres-
ent.

L [ ] =
A special grticle  dealing with)
early history of Mt. Vielaria will
eppear in next jssge. It was con-

tributed WY Mr. Frank Walker,
FFR.AHE., a Past President of the
Hoclety. a .
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