GUNNER C. H. LE QUESNE.

The subpoined letter bhas been receiv.
el by Mreooamd Mes, LetQuesue Cron
Private Ray Ruwage, doted from FPraoce
showing how their son, Gunner Claude
Hamilton Lo Quespe el bis deatl, A
mmmber of other letters  liave  bevo
Linnided to the editor indicating tlwe lugh
catimution in which the dewd soldicr
wias held by those by whow he wad em
ployed before he enlisted, and by the
ollicers of the Arvmy Serviee Corps, ti
which he wos attoehed wmd wos odis
vharged trom to cunble him te gratify
his wiek to cigoge fn mwiere aotioe work
fur the Empire at the front:—

Framee, 1070017,

My Dear i, Le Quesne,— 1 van hard
Iy fimd words to express my deop sy
[athy with vou in vevr  preat  loss,
Through Clawde’s death in setion ves-
terday morning the world has boen rob-
el of one more mouly spirit ood |
have lost one of the best choms that
it was wy privilege o huve.  Clamldy
bl been throngh twa very st aetions
during the previovs fortuight, snd had
shown himself ta be ooe of the gamest
hoys in the company. He was spohen
of hy hoth oficers nwl men ns one of
the best wml had he lived promotion
and distivetion vould not but have come
hi= way, For his share of the flrst
stunt he was promoted Lanee Corporal
in charge of hig gun. While we waro
back in our last billet | was put luto
the orderly room. When we came up
here for our first stunt T asked to be
transferred back to the section, but the
O, refused fo semd me back as wo
were over strength,  Defore the sectlon
went fu on Bonday night T asked agalo
it 1 could be seut back, but I was ngain
refused. From  what | can gather
from the boys who eame back our
brigade lad managed to obtain their
objectives, but the troops ow our laft

failed to make good. Seeing that our
loys were likely to be cut off tho offi-
rer in charge gave orders to retire.
Just as he gave the order a German
sniper, wha was in a shellhols mbout
fifty yards away, fired & couple of
times and killed Claunde and a chap
nlungside him by the name of Lenton.

lit i wiv diad woe marsiful as daath

National Library of Australia

Wellington Times (NSW : 1899 - 1954), Thursday 20 December 1917, page 3

niamgside him by the name of Lenton,
In one way God was merciful as desath
was instantansous. If any further news
comes through as to his place of burial
I will write and let you know st once,
I have gone through his pack aud taken
out hix pocketbooks, nlso some souve-
nirs he collected during his first time
in the line, and will send them per
registered post to vou. Iis  thick
steel-lined  pocket book was on him
when killgd, and bhas not come to haml

vot, I it should be recoversd 1 will
semd 1t on to you immediately. 1 have
written across to hoth Miss Luscher

i
behalf of the section and myself 1 must
offer you, Mre, LeQuesne and the fa-
milv, their oml my deepest sympathy.
Poor lawle died ax he lived, a true
Uhi<tinn gentleman, We can oly hope
that this pwful strife will soon be end
wel, amdd the onwes who remain permitted
tie poiu their loved ones. [ always had
an tden that we three boys would be
permitted to go home alright, but God
lknows best, anid willed otherwise, The
abil Rible saving ** G works in a1 mys-
terinis way His woniders to perform.'’
lawile s los= will make me only the
more determined to live a good Uhris-
tinn hife. This note iz couched in very
eride manuner, bot at a time like this
g eannot fiwl words 1o express his
feclings, Upee mors allow me to ten-
der iy ileepest sympathy to you all
i donr thime of sorpow,—Yours very
simeerely, HAY,

Franie,
1/ 1017,

My ddear I'hil,—1 have just written
#w few lines to your dear mother in-
'r'urm|||g hier of jpoor ald (laude’s death,
s | thonght | wounld just pen you n
Hine o twe,  Poor Clande was killed
pstanthy by oo bullet fired by 8 German
eniper. ol was mereiful to him., The
puseer el hid was nlways #I{‘Ik]ﬂg of
hes toved owes at home, and truly he
il thiuk the world of von alli The
company suffered  very severely alur-
e the stunt, and maopy of ooy brave
Luvs maile the supreme saerifice,  One
thing von ean make your mimd casy on:
fie olied m= he lived, a veal Christian
gentloman, e was spoken of by the
Loy« a% one of the gamest in the see-
tion, and had he lived he would have
guined some distinetion 1'm sure. Take
wy ailviee, Phil, and don’t make any
attempt to eulist,  Stop ut home awd
ol ufter your mother.  You will do
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ol ufter your mother.  You will Jdo
pore than your daty by stopping at
e, 1 enn hardly express my feelings
now that he has goue.  Heally he was
one of the best of pals. You must ex-
e this short wote, but T want to get
it away by the afternoon 's mail. Cheer
apy bl Loy, Gdve my love to the ma-
por, Nell, Svbil and the Jdad.  UCheer ujp,
ol Loy, 1t was God's will bhe should
onos0o we ean’t complain—=Yours very
simerrely,

RAY.
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