OLIVE CULTURE IN SOUTH AUS-
TRALIA,

(By Ova Aaptovcrurar Reronten.)
SIR SAMUEL DAVENPORT'S OLIVES.

During the visit of the Vegetable Producta
Commission to South Aunstralia, valoable
;tidtnm upon clive calture and kindred
industries was obtained [rom Sir Samuel
Dimvenport, who for many years lus tuken an
interest in the cultivation of olives and the
pmtnlr-:lnn of oil. Evilence was taken in
ﬂ:dl:h-hlr'.. and afterwards o visit wan paid to
Sir Samuel Davenport's residence at Deau-
mont, & few nules from the city, his olive
treea and oil-making applinnees being in-
apected, The olive plantation at Beaumont
18 uot an extensive one, bat it has gerved the
purpese of showing that a good yield of
axcallent oil ean be peodoced, and that the
industry is one which conld be peofitably
carried on in South Adstralis and ke
northern districts of Victorin. The trecs,
vumbering 1,200 or 1,500, are planted inn
grove o lew geres an cxtent, and in rows
wround the viveyarsl, us well a3 sround ather
subdivisions of the estate, A the dificaltics
conuected witll estabilishing a tew indasity
have been met with, and the hich mate of
WEICA, the scarcily of akdllind |I.I|Lul-lr, and the
drawback ot only haviug for sale n smull
quantily of an auknown praduct, have had
to Le contend d ogainst, but nevertheless
Sie Famuel Davenport believeg that ohlve
culture cunld be peolitally carrisd on in the
colenies, A Turge amount of mannal lalons
hasy tu he employed, the picking beirg o
Lediows process, but whei propeely mnagzed
the returna wre valoable enough to pay foe
the Iabuar, This hiaa been shown in Culi
formia, and the rute of wigzes s not hicher in
these colonies, whie the soll and climate have
been proved to be gqunlly saitalde foe the
growth of the olive,

Picking ia done principally by womsn pwil
children at the rate ot 25 Gl per cwe, nul
the pickera make gond wages,  Sie samuel is
of opiion that with & large plantation o
grower conld get the picKing dong clieuper by
Dopeding sl lodging the pickers daring the
harvest, bat el present the work s et only
coatly, bat there is a good deal of s, arishig
from the bands not being woder propec
control.  Careless pikers are apt to pull ol
the shouots which produce the froit for the
labigwing crop, and to cthictwise njure the
treed, Lbe dse of the sioeil roke somebimes
cmployed n }uukmu has been discontinued
i ngegunt ol the injury reaulting tuthis troeea,
amd picking with the fogera exciuavely
wibered to. A hondeed weight of olives
prosluces oboot two gallona of oll, so
thut even at the rate ot Za GL per
cwh, the picking dees not amount to
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cwh, the picking dues pot ameunt to
more than la, Xl per gallon. A tree of

nverage size proluces booowt of [rait,
or sbunl two gallona ol vil, and ua Sir Samuael
obtuing 10a per galion for oil of the lrst grade,
and da, tor atl wl the second grade, Uie gross
valus of the crop is frow lid to 204 per acee.
As pickiog, which is the most serivns item
ol expense, only amounia to 24 Gl per tree,
there is evidently a large sum leit to cover
otber charges and wld to proft The crop wua
far from beoing as heavy & one as | after-
wards saw wt the Duokie School lerim,
s et the eslimate of yieldl wonld
be wory moslerate for the poriliorn
districts of Victoria. In planting olives it
might be culeniated that as the trees Wake aix
oF Beven years to coime into profitable beac-
ing, the dificuliy of fnding pckeis would
I diminished by the increase i the popala-
tion beiore o bage number of hands would
L pequireid, nid the fact thut the work {urm-
suitable lght employment for women and
chisldren s wlsv o luvouruble consideration.
The nataral climate of the olive 1w the dry
northern districts of Victona, which ure
about the same latitude we Adelside, The
olive will not only grow in such distriets, but
it grows beiter ian in cooler and moist
localities. Abuut Adelside the olives thrive
when other frust trees and vines sre sutiering
from drought. AL Dookie, whils muny ui
fruit trees have only muintioed
stuzgling  existence, the ulives bhave
rown to pefleclion, the Lrees this season
ing literally coverel with the fnest fruit
Su bamuel Davenpurt says that in a moist
climate you will get the olive tree, bat not
the guansity of irui, while the oil is inferior,
and _Mr, Brown, the cunservator of loresls
for South Australia, etates that there are in
the colouy olive trees doing well where the
rainfull is not more than 10in.  In the driest
of the tar norsh-west mallee the rain-
avernges 10in., 8o that the greater part
of that almost barren region woald be suit-
able for such s profitable indastry as olive-
cultare  In the portions of the
northern districts various {ruits can h-Jm-
duced by means of imigation, but olive-
calture could ba carried on without ita nesist-
suce, ‘This fuct is well worthy of considera-
tien by wners, who have very limited
praspects of ever & supply of water
tor irrigation. It is one of the wost hardy
and easily cultivated trees Bir Samuel
Davenport is an mlvocate for deep cultivation
in adry climate, but no special preparstion
was given to the land intended for olives,
the conrme being fvllowed sa in the
mm trees and vines
Pruning is not a tedious or laboriovs
process, bat it requires skill, and in the event
of general attention hnlnlh[ivu to olive
culture, the people would have to be in-
umudhmhmmnlmnim In
all such as and grafting
there is & great lack ot mvlﬂrmm
people occupying the land, and Sir Samue
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occupying the land, and Sir Samuel
I:u:pmt Jﬁﬂ that Government would
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Sir Bamnel would raise seedlings, and geaft
of bud them with the best varieties

Fromt is the moat serous enemy ol the
olive. In France considerable damnge la
dﬁnp Ly [rost nccasionally, but in South Ans-
tralin the olive-trees are never affected, At
Beaumont the trees nre attacked by a kind of
weevil something like n wheat-weevil, bat a
litlle larger. Seagulls were put into the
grove, but they were not numerous enoungh
b eover the ground, Fowls were mext bried,
with very matisfactory resnlts. By moking a
fowl-ran of the olive-grove the trees are not
injured, while the weevila and other inseotu
are destroyed.  The weevil is supposed to
have been imported upon truncheons, as it ia
common in Fuorope. It comes out at night,
and in the daytime goea into the gronnd.
Another method of destroying the weevils
wus to put bands of sheep-skin round the
stema of the teees near the ground, The
insects metiled in the wool, and the bandas
wera taken off to crush the insect. The
black-scale blight also attacks the trees, bat
it is eamly kept down by dressing them with
a solution of washingsoda

'Tha ohive oil made at Beanmont has taken
high honoura nt the Philadelphia, Vienoa,
Paris, and Melbovrne exinbitions,  About
1,170 gallons mre made annoally,and it ks sold
lur 10s, per gallon for the first pressing, and
S84 per gallon for the second pressing. About
30 yallons were sent to London, and a quan-
[ Hty wan given away to Sie Somuel's friends
| They wern glnd 1o get such excrllent oil, and
(& nomber ol gentlemen have been oltaining
| W6 tor yearw, siating that they eannot get much
gowed il anywhere elee,  But upon offenng
(the remainder of the oil to merchants
they il not care to take wuch a wmall
nuantity except at a reduesd price,  Sir
Samual found that the merchants were in
thie halit of sending down every year to the
south of Enropes and purchasing at 7, or Ta
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south of Enrope and purchasing at Te, or Ta
il per gallone Fven at this price there
wonld weem to be a pood margin of prafit,
for the prosa retorn wounld be 144, or 16,
per trewe, feom lanil which without irmgation
will produca wery light yiclds of any oiber
LT,

j Hlul.r Samoel Davenport's anplisnces for
|making oave oll wre very complete,  The
[ mill evivaiaty of two heavy stones rollers on

| wheels mnoning upon a stone bed, T
might be eilled a larca Chidian  mil)
of  the TJwd weed n the  Tonian

Islands and the il countries of Furope,
| The wtoness, which are of Seoteh sranite,
tweich o tonn each, and the gramte bed
| i which they work is 7 tons in weighit  The
mil iw torned by o horse, & slow, stendy,
motion baing reqnieeds 1t 09 pointad out
that a quick motion, by prodacing heat, wonll
umpare the anulity of the oili  Sie Samuel
stated that Judge Csey had imporied a very
| powerial press for Lthe Viclorian Governmont,
Fanid tit da probatdy the one which 14 at the
| Dutkie Schoul larm. The press at Deay-
{ ment is a powerinl lever one, the levers being
| very strong beama, 326 in lenzth.  In addi
{than by tne welght of tha beama presacre 18
fpot apun the levers by an armungewment of
| chaing  'The preas iz for extracting the woil
Ifrom  thie  fruie, and the mill 18 for
grinilire the stones of the ohives, which
wlio contuin ol The floor ol the preas is
formed of brick and eement with a channel
arcuiil the edss to carey off the oil
pread 1a o dooble one, and one division is
us=d for the virgin oil, and the other for the
seconda,  From the preases the ovil rans inwn
large Lin receivers, the frsta aud seconds
being kept separate. The Haid which Howa
ig o dirty-looking mixtore of oil, water, and
ealouring matter from the skins of the berries,
tha oil-globules being seen itloating on the
tope  lu the receiver the ail rises to the sar-
face, and after remaining a day, it i3 drawn
ofl and pot into'arger (100.gallon ! tanks, where
it fines itself, In the [ining tanka the oil re-
muins fur o few weeks, the time varying ae-
gording to the weather, amd then it is
aturd mway in  large tankas lormed of
slnte  slaba The oll must not be
left expomed to the light, or it deteriu-
rales  Lefore being bottied or otherwise
COMmmon
fiitering paper oblained ut the chemist's, the
paper buing placed for the purpose in large
fillers or funoels through which the wil
runs.

Alter pazsing threnzh the Chilian mill the
gronnd olives, which form a dark, thick mass
like Jimson jam, nre pat into small bags
Thess bazs are pat into the press, and the ol
i extencted under prossure.  The firat proas-
ing i3 the purest vil, and keeps better than
that which is obtained from the second presa-
ing. "The bars nre made of a strong Kind of
open ascking imported for the purpose, [lnie-
cloth wos nt first used, but it was foond
very expensivo ; the malerial now used is
eyually good. Belore being nsed the bags
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equally :H'PO'I. Before being nsed the bags
wre put into boiling water with soda, and
heng op to dry. A sample of the material,
which ia more open than ord.nary sacking,
was brought wwny by the membera of the
Vegetuble Producta Commission, ‘I'he reluse
of the preva is allowed to run to waste, but
Sir Samuel pointed out that in carrying on
the business upon a larger seale thia conld be
utilised as in Burope, ln France and linly
the retuse is canght upon an eater tloor, and
n quantity of oily matter obtained which is
sent to the soapmakers, olive-oll soap being
valuable, That olives will grow abandantly
|in northern Victona and South Australia is
'well known, but the profitableness of the
'business has been generally donbted. Sir
'Samuel Davenport's efforts have done much to
prove that an industry which ia such a source
of wealth in Sowothern Furcpe coald be
profitably cstablished in thoee colonies
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